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^nt SffT^ ^ ^ following Tea/ifes wefi original^ 
' ^^ publijhed at different times, and Jome of 
f tW. them on particular accajions ; but the 

attentive reader will eajily perceive one leading, 
dejign running through the whole : The author' 
hath long been of opinion^ that the great decay 
of religion in all parts of this kingdom, is 
chiefly owing to a departure frcm the truth as^ 
it is in Jesus, from thofe do5irines which 
chiefly conftitute the fubflance of the gofpeL It 
may perhaps be juflly imputed to other general 
cnufes in part^ andinfome meafure to lefs uni- 

\ verfal caufes in particular places \ but as all 

moral aSion mufl arife from principle, other- 

i wife it ought not to be called by that name^ 

the immediate and mod powerful caufe of 
degeneracy in praflice, mufl: always be. a 
corruption in principle. ' 

lam:fenftble that many will be ready to cry 
out on this occafion, " Such notions arife from 
*' narrownefs of mind, and uncharitable fen- 
" timents.^^ I anfwer, that it is furprijing 
to think how cafily the fc^fhionahk cr cant 
phrafes of the age, will p^r^ ^fWO»S fwperficial 
thinkers and readers, tJViA -if tfc^ ^^P-^ atten^ 
tion either to their meci^ ^ of ^° ^^^ ^'^*" 
dence on which they are ^ili'^t A ^i . 



iv PREFACE. 

Tkus at prefcnt^ if a man Jhall write or 
/peak againji certain principles , and fiile them 
pernicious^ it will be thought afufficient vindi' 
cation of them to make a beaten ccmmon-place 
encomium on liberty of confcience and freedom of 
inquiry, Blejfed beXjod^ this great and f acred 
privilege is will fecured to us in this nation : 
But pray y is it not mine as welt as yours ? , And 
is it not the very exercife of this liberty ^ for 
every man to endeavour to fuppcrt thoft prin- 
ciples which appear to him io be founded on 
Reafcn and Scripture^ as well as to attack 
without fcritple every thing which he believes 
to be contrary to either. 

Let it alfo be obferved^ that if freedom of 
inquiry be a blejfing at all, it can be fo for na 
other recfon than the excellence and falutary 
infuence of real truths when it can be difco - 
vered. If truth and error are equally fafe^ 
nothing can be more foolijh than for a man to 
wafte his time in endeavouring to diftinguijh the 
one from the other. What a view does it give us 
of the weaknefs of human nature^ that the fame 
perfons fo frequently hold inconjtftatt principles ? 
How many will fay theftrongeji things in fa- 
vour of an impartial fearch after truth, and 
with the very fame breath tell you, *' // is of 
*' no confequence at all, either for time or 
•* eternity, whether you hold one opinion or 
'* another.** 

Thefet 



PREFACE. V 

Thefs refleSions are only defigned to procure 
a candid unprejudiced hearing to what is of' 
fered in the following pages ^ in defence of what 
appears to me the fundamental dcSlrines of the 
gofpeU which are now^fo greatly negkSled^ or 
fo openly defpifed. lam encouraged to this re- 
publication by. the great demand there has be^n 
for fome of the pieces J particularly The Essay 
on Juftification. 

I7nufl obferve here^ that I have received feve- 
ral letters on this fuhje^l^defiring that tbephrafe 
imputed righteoufnefs might be changed^ as 
liable to great exceptions •, a requejl which I 
"joould readily have complied with^ if it could 
be made appear to be either unfcriptural or 
dangerous. But as I apprehend it is fully 
warranted by Rom. iv. 6. and many other 
paffages \ fo I do not fee what can be under- 
flood by itf different from or more dangerous 
than forgivenefs of Jin and- acceptance with 
God, not for our own but for ChristV 
fake. As the cafe Jiands^ therefore^ it is to . 
be fearedy that a fiudied endeavour to avoid 
the exprej/ion would do more harm on {be one 
band than it could do fervict on the other. 

In the Treatife on Regen(i^3^t\<H^> wow firji 
publijhedj the fame general j^ftin *^ jur/ued, 

hut in /I rpi/iv ninrfi Airtf^k) ^ ^iP.^A- and iw- 



but in a way more direSly ^v ^'^i^cal ' ^^^ 
deed I am fulfy convinced, ^^0^ -. is not onlj of 
eater moment to . ^/it * e^^^"^^"^^ b n 
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vi P R E F A C E. 

than fpeculative Chriftians, but that toex^ 
plain and enforce the doRrims of the gofpel is 
a better way to produce an unfhaken perfuafton • 
of their truths than to colleSi and refute the 
cavils of adverfaries^ which^ though they are 
often triflings are notwithfianding innumerable.- 
'l hope this will excufe the introducing feveral. 
pajfages of Scripture in the lafi -mentioned Trea- . 
tifc, and applying them on what appears to me 
to be their obvious meanings without taking the 
leafi notice of the unwearied pains frequently 
taken by wire drawing critics to interpret them 
in a contrary fenfe.^ 

I have only further ta^ add^ tbart the liberty 
which the publtfhers feem refohed to take of 
adding Jo this colleSion two anonymous Tfrea-^ 
fifes ^ is what I could mt prevent \ and there-^ 
fore if there be any thing in them improper or 
cffenfroe^. they alone are to anfyoer for it. 

London, J. W. 

J«od, 1764. 
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Rev, Mr. JAMES HEUVET, 8cc. 
SIR, 

T/j^BMN Ckri^MT JSavhur was ai^it /« 
• ^^^ -^^-^ i'^ws&sr, A^ /«?^ iar difd^t^ tf 
the world hai;e 70U, ye knoti^ that it hated 
mc before it htied. ^om If ye were of the 
vrKM^ld, the worid would love his own : but 
beCaoie ye ai^e not crf^he woild, but I have 
chofen you oiit of the world, therefore the 
^H>r]d haceth ]^. Itim perfuaded^ that by 
tbis^ hi did not 9nly iMend to forewarn thi 
Wfetae cf the effmcB -vMth that generation 
f^ouldtaketu thie ignomfff <ftbe crofs^ but aljo 
to intimate^ that Ae cafe wmild be the Jame in 
«// ages •, that bis doftfine would meet with great 
rej^ance utnd appqfition^ and that the temper 
^and €bara8€r of Us reai difciples would be 
very d^erentfranthefpirit that woiild gene-- 
rally prevail in the worlds "This hath been 'Con" 
^thmalijt venfi^' in experimce. Fcr as many 
4n.^hi^eft fixations J and of hi^^^fi repute far 
kzfifdmnin the ^otmid^ did f^ fhe^^i'^^ dgainfi 
thegefpelat ^^^ fif^ft^f^^Cf^^^ Jo ^^ isjhtre 
^here is a nominal prefegi^ fif-, ^^^^ ^^ fi^^^ 
moppti^nt^ks^do^ri^h^J i^/tinfltciij 

, , B ^^> t* *^ 



<fl»J purity^ by the worldy that is to fay y thofe 
ivbo have mojl fway init^ who are the moftpaf- 
Jionate admirers of itsfafhtons\ and the mofi af 
/fidumiS'profteuiors of its hottours and pk^fures.r 
^ It May be dlfo obferved^ that there isfome- 
JimeSy perhaps even generally ^ a fcvereifftty of 
divine providence in the choice of the inftru^ 
ftieHts empkyed in fpreading the £offfet. jis\ 
kt fir fi{ twelve iltittrate fifbirmm were chofen ; 
]i\ . ^imftna that ttom^. the vmkefi. ami mofi 
utikkeiy haive -been pit Aed ipon^ that our faich 
might not ftand in che wifilocn oi men^ 

. but in the. power of God. Hence it fre^ 
quentfy happens ^ that it is Hoi w^ Sffiadi to- 
tnake men believe the gofpel^vin^t esuenito per^ 
fuade tb£m to hear it^ f^heji \ere ^ptJo^Je^. 
fpife and deride the fnefjkge^ hecakfe ^f.ibe 
tneannefs of the meffenger^ or the ko^inefs of 
the terms in which it is delivered. This is part 
ticularly the cafe with the prefent age. From 
a certain love oftafe^ and luxury ofmnd^ they 
defpife and trcmpk upon aU infimSimts^ wtick 
have not fomet^g pkafing and itsfinu^ng in 
ibeir drefs and form. - , 

Tou^ Sir J are one of thofi. happy few^ who 
have been wilUrg to ccnfecrate thefinefi natural 
talents So the fermce of Cbrijl in the gojpel^ 
jmd are nat i^hamed of bis arofs. Tou bait 
heen able to procure attention upon fome fttkr 

je£lSj frqm many who wmdd k4ird^ hofue giveu 

U 
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it to atty other writer. ' This hath wade me ch- 

ferve with particular attention^ the effect of your 

lafi performance^ T heron ani Afpafioj the cha-^ 

raSer given to it^ and the ohje£iions raifed a- t 

gaifift it. uind I have always fowad that the j 

moft fpecious and plaufikle objeSfion^ and that j 

tndfl freqtsenlly made, againjl the dofirme of 

ji^ification by imputed right eoufnefs^ has, been 

in thfs cafe^ as indeed tifually before y that it 

locfens the obiigalions to practice. This is what 

I have particularly applied mfelf to refute in 

the following effay^ becaufe I have rarely ob- 

fei'ved it done difiinSly^ and at full lengthy in 

any writer.- Anil Save addreffedi4 to yoiiy as * 

a teflimo}ty of my ^eem of your - excellent \ 

and ufeful writings^ as a public declaration of 

my efpouftng the fame fentifnents as to the 

terms of our acceptance ^with God^ and my 

ambition of contributing fame fmall affifiance 

to the fufport of the fame glorious cmfe. It 

w4s alfd m fwt^l mdMement to ity that khere-* 

by it might appear id all^ that no external dif^ 

tinSions^ or fmaller differences ^ ought to be any f \ 

hindrance to a cordial ejteem and affeSion among 

tbejimere feroants of our common Mafter.. 

Tbegreatefi fart of what follows wasfirfl 
delivered in two fermons 5 but it is now thrown 
into the form of an effay^ lefi the defpifed title 

ef a fermon fhould offend fomi'^ ^^ ^^^^ '^ 
might the better admit of r^ceral additions^ 

B q'^ •' both 
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^ both in the bcdy of the piece^ and in the. notes^ 
which could not have bee^tfo properly delivered 
from a pulpit. Some of thefe regard the phi* 
lofophical principles y which have tf late been 
fUblifhed among us^ of which I propofe^ in a 
fijort time^ a much fuller difcujjiony as there is 
no way in which the truths of the gofpel are 
more perverted than by what the apoftle Paul 
calls Philofophy and vain deceit, and'oppo-* 
fitions of fcience faldy fo called. 

^hat your ufeful life may be pr$knged^ and 
that you may have the honour of contributing 
more and mare to the ccnverjion of Jinners^ 
and the edification and contort of believers j if 
the earneji prefer cf^ 
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Your tr^ft otmikiic humble iervantt 
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ESSAY 

ON. 

J U S T I F I C A T r O >f. 

JEiLL the norks.and ways q{ Goi' 

p bivf fgmething in them mySxf iotts, . 

£ 8bov« the coK^rchcnfion. of ■ awcy 

K iinUe underftandin^. As this is 

the ctfe wirh his woiks of Creation 

and ptovid^neei tliere.is no iciTon to expe^ k 

Jhouid be ottterwife in the aRoniiitiag method of 

the redamplion of the wor\d by JeCus Cbrift- 

From this theif myfti^rieus nature, or ratbot 

ftota the imperfefl meafure and degree in which 

tliey arc revealed to us, they Sl^ admirably filtet] 

for the trial of our ingerniU„ bumiVity arid fu^*- 

jefl|on. They are all qc Ke«>* ^^'"^ ^*^"^^* 

and impartially enqutt_ ^ »« ^'='^5' 1*^* ^^^ 

\ 
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good ; but at the fame time, not beyond the ca* 
viis and pbjeAions of men of prejudiced, perverfe 
and corrupt miads. 

The apoflle Paul, in his cpiftle to the Romans, 
among whom he had never been in perfoni at 
great.length eftabliflies the fundamental doflrine 
of the gofpel, that fmners are juftified by the free 
grace of God through the imputed righteoufnefs 
of a Redeemer. To this dodrine men do by 
nature make the ftrongeft oppofition, and are, 
wifh the i^moft difficulty, brought to receive and 
apply it. We may well fay of it in particular, 
what |be fame apoftle fays of the truths of Got^ 
*n general, that ** the natural man doth not re- 
*^* ccive them */* It is therefore highly neceflary 
to prevertt/or remove, as far as poffible, the olt- 
jefiions that maybe brought againft it by the art 
or malice of Satan, who witt, no doubt, bend 
the chief .force of all his engines againd thi^ 
truth, knowing that the cordial reception of k is 
A fare andefFeduak, and indeed the Only fure ancl 
.cfft^^ualnieftDSof deAr<$ytng his power and inilu«- 
-cnce HI the heart. Accordingly we fisd thea[$of^ 
tie, in the fixth chapter of the atiove- named epif^ 
tie, and firft verfe, fuppofes an obje^ion fhade 
againft this do£biiiie in the following terms, 
-** What fhall we fay then ? (hall we continue in 
•' fin, that grace may abound?'* To which he 

., anfwersj, 



JUSTIFICATiaN. § 

;tn(Wers, by rcjcaing the cdnfcquinc« With the? 
utmoft abhorrence, and in the ftrongcft roan^icf 
affirming it to be without any foundation. 

From the introduSion of this ohjcftion by the. 
af>oft!e» we may either iiifer, that there were,* 
^en in thefe early ilays, fome who branded the, 
doftrinc of rcdet«|>tion by the ^ee grace. of God. 
with this odious confequence j or that he, by 
the infpiration of the Almighty, did forefee that 
there ihouM arife, in fome future periods of the. 
CiiFiftiarv church, adverikries who would attempt; 
to load it With this imputation ; or that the doc- 
trine is indeed liable, on a ft»p6riicia] view, to be- 
abuied to this unhappy pqrpofe^ by the deceitful 
hearts of men, who are wedded to their lufts. 
It is probable that all the three cbfer vat ions are 
juft ; and the two laft render it a pf^culiarly pro* 
per fubje^i for our attention and conflderation aC 
this time, .and in* this age. 

It is well known, that there are many enemies 

of this doiSlrine, of d^ffercht charaS^rs, and of 
different principles, who all agree in aflauhing it 
with this objeftion, That it weakens the obliga- 
tions to holfnefs'of llf^, by making our jipftiftca* 
tion before God depend entlrepy upon the righ^* 
oufnefs and merit of another.. And'.fo far, I 
think, we muft join with the adverftrrcs of this 
do«arine, as to lay it down fof a principle, That- 
whatever belief or perfuafi(xw by i^^ native and 

B 5 ' genuine 
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gehurae tesdencj, wesik^ns ^l|i^> ot)UgatU»n8 tq. 
praaicc, muft be falfe** And I wilt alfo aflert, 1%, 
oppoficion to ibfifee modern infidek, (tho' fome, 
may tbimk that my caufe. might avail kfi^If oflh^ 
contrary opbion) tbflt a n9an'$ > inward prin<;i|>I^ 
^ or the perfuafion of kis miiul) haih a necef&ry^, 
ftnd unavoidable infliieit^e.iipoci h» pra^ice**. 
So that, if I am not able to.Cbew, that juftiiica- 
tion thro* the imputed rigbteouroefs of Chrift, is^ 
fo far from weakening the obligalipns to hdinefs^ 
that, on the contrary, the* belief and reci^ption^ 
of it, as ks n«£effiay confequencC) muft. ns^ker 
men greater lovcurs of purity and boliq^fs, an4 
fill them with a' greatec abhorrence of fiii, tfaar)^ 
any other perfuafion on the fame fubje£l, I aon 
content to give up the caufe* 

i hope we may be indulged a candid hearing on 
t^is fubjeA, a^ e^^perience does not feem to be 
unfavourable to the doctrine I am elTaying to de* 

* That is to fay, So fax as It caa b< ^pplied to prai^lice, and 
{o far a« it is real or prevalent above its oppofite j for there 
are man^ truths of a religious nature which men think, they , 
believe fome times, but which yet their corrupt paffions of- 
ten make them doubt of j and thefe doubts arc nine parts in^ 
ten of their Uvea obverfant to their minds, as a vindication o£ 
their licentious praAice : in fome fenfe, fuch may be faid to 
a£i in contradifiion to their principles; but they are princii 
pies either not really believed, or, which is the fame thing, not 
habitually recoliefled 5 and none can expcft that men will aft* 
upon a priixciple, tho* once ever fo firmly believed, if it be for- 
gotteoj or at the time of a^on entirely out of view. 

1 fend^ 



JV^TlTtC~ATliSfN. II 

fend.' If it appeared in (nQi that its friends, up-* 
on a fair and juft comparifonf were more Joofe 
ia their pra£^ice than their adverfaries of any of 
the of^fite opinions^ it would be a ftrong pre* 
judice againft it; or rather, if this were always 
the cafe, it would be an unqueilionable evid^nc^ 
of its falilbood. But, doth. not the contrary ^p*-. 
ptar on the very face of the world ? Are not the 
perfons who profefs to deny their own rlghteouf- 
nefs, and hope for juftification thro* Chrift, or- 
ilinarily the moil tender and fearful of finning 
tbemfelvesy aiul the moft faithful and diligent in 
promoting the reformation of others ? And do not 
all carelefs, profane and fenfual livers, almofl: to 
a man, profeft themfelves enemies to this doc- 
trine? I could almoft appeal to any one who hath 
the leaft experience of, or commerce with the 
world, whether he would expedl to find", upon a 
ftrift fearch and enquiry, the worflwp of * God 
more conftantly attended, the name of God more .. 
regularly called upon in families>- children and 
fervants more carefully inftruftcd, and mol^e du-*- 
tifully governed, a greater freedom from levity, 
profanity, unchaftity, pride, maHce, or infince*. 
rity of converfation, amongft the friends or enc*' 
mies of this doflrme ? So tF^e is thfs, , that tney» 
commonly have the ^pp^ju '^^ oi tV\c ftii^tci' 
fort given thcoi, by whi^v . • cc^^^^^^Y ^^"^^'^'" 
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ftood, at lead, an apparent ftriflhefs o^ life ana 
manners *• . . 

As therefore experience doth not hinder, or 
ratherivarrants us to affirm, that thofe who ^x- 
peft jufiification by free grace are, of all others, • 
fhe moft holy in their lives ; I propoft to (hew, 
that it mud be fo, and that this is but the native' 
fruit, and neceffary confequence of their princi-» 
pies. What has induced me to thrs attempt, iS 
not only the calumnies of enemies, bvt the weak- 
ncfs or treachery of profeflTed friends. Tbefe laflf 
injure the truth often, in two different virays.> 
Some fpeak ih fuch a mariner as to corifirm and , 
harden enemies in their oppofition to tt ; they ufe 
fuch rafh and uncautious expreflions, as do 
-indeed juiftify .the objeflion which the apoftle 
tt'jtQs with fo great abhorrence ; and, in 
the heat of their zeal again ft the fcIf-Wghte- 
ei3s legalfft, feem to ilate themielves as ene- 

* I am not ignorant, that it Is the uftial refuge of thofe who 
are evidently didbkite in their own lives, to alledge, that there 
i$ indeed an appearskace df tbis^ but that it is no more thait 
appearance, being all hypocrify. It would be going out of the 
W^y to enter upon a large refutation of this Oander. Therefore 
acknowledging, \hat, nadoubt^ whatever number of hypopritc^ 
there arc in tive world, and there are too many, they m^ft herd 
amongfty or attach themfelves to the ibeiety of the bed part <^ 
it : I- oblerve, tliat the general charge d hypocriiy is only 
thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the 
very fupfofition, contrary to appearances, juftified, for the moi^ 
pirt, by a fteady. perieverance. Whereas, ufually the whole 
metn of thofe who bring the accufation, . is Hiat of being uni-> 
t'ornoly wicked, and not fo much as profefiing what it was 
their Indifpenfible duty both to have profeficd and pra^ifed. 

oiies^ 
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mics, in every refpcd, to the law of God, V9hkh 
is holy, juft and good. Others, on the con^ 
trary, defend it in fuch a manner, as to deftroyi 
the'doflrine itfelfj and give fuch i|)terpretation9 
of the word of God, as, if they were jafV^ atid 
knowh to be fo, the objedion woul^ never have 
been made, becaufe there would not have been Cd 
Riuch as an occaiion given to it *• 

But of all the pretended Chriftians, one fort are 
worthy of the higheft contempt, who, acknow-, . 
ledging the truth of this do(3rine, call it dan-: 
gerous, and a^re backward to teach or publifli i9j 
left itflloiild be abuf^d. Would'* fuch we^kv 
half' thinking 4nonils, bewtfer than God ? .Hathf 
be puUiflied it, and &aH we thcovv. a veil over ic» 
to remedy the ra(hneis of his peocee^ing ? Do the 
Scriptures reve^, and are we backward to ** tefr 
« tify the gofpel of the grace of God r"' AIL 
the works of. Qod dre capi^bleiof being: abufed »; 
that this may be fo Uk^wHe the apo(lle fuppofei* It 
is, ho^evfr, not the h(s ufeful or important; 
only let us^ndeavpur to vindicate it from the hUe 

• 1 have often thought, that th«re caitnet hca ftttn'gcraTgu- 
ment, that tbo esplicatibi) cotximoi^ly gWe'a txy Cilvinlih, of 
the paiTagcs of -fcripturc on this fnbj £^ •. j ^uft,' u^^n ihe apoft\e's 
fgppofitioji of am objeflion: of this i^ai ig jftif^n^ ^^^'^ ^^* ^^^' 
if the explication of fomc others, ^ fnov^^e* ^^ ^'^ ^^^ ^^' 
T10418 meaning of thtJ text, and w^jT^VC ^^.^^xe^^ *^^ *^^* ^^**"^' ** 
all iuft dcfinitioiif may be witho<it ? t^^^lvVci*'^^' ^^^ »5oft\€>. 
words, " What (hall wcfav thenv ^K^rt(V^% ^ont\tvue V« fin that 
« grace may abwod r would biv * ^ yX"^ cX^o^'^ ^^iiM^^^* 



\ 
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<^harge of favouring or eiifiour^mg Ikentioufiic^ 
of life. Tbis I would wlljingty do in fuch a man-, 
Her,! as to zSktt while I defend U ; to maintain th^ 
lioArine itfelf, while I fhew not only tts^innocencCji 
bui its ufefulnef^ in prafliiQCi. 

The wosrds of the infpired..sr|^o,ftle are,, *• God 
^^ fof bid) how fliall we that aic dead to fin, live 
*^ any longer therein?'' In which b9 affircnsn 
that the grace of God abonnding in thegofpel, 
is fo far from being an eneonragement to foi/ 
tiiat it deAroy) the power of fin» and removes 
tbe inclination to it, fo far aa ic prevaik. . The 
language is very ftrong, ** We that are dc^d ta 
^< fin." — It feems to put us in mind of the total 
efFeSual breach of relation between a dead man^; 
and theobje£b with which he was formerly con* 
nested in life: they are nothing to him, nor he 
to them; he neither lores thorn, needs them, nor' 
ufes ^hem. So, in proportion as the gracre of 
God offered through' Chrift in the gofpel is re- 
ceived and applied, fin is mortified inthe heart ;i 
thus fays the apoftlePauI dfe where, ** God for- 
<* bid that I (hould glory, fave in the crofe oF 
•* our Lord Jefus Chiift, by which the world is 
•^ crucified unto me, and 1 junto the world *.*' 
This, which is indeed, the language of the Scrip-^ 
ture tluougSout, is not merely denying the ac* 

♦ Gal, vr, r4'. 

cufation, 
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ciifatton, but eftabli^iag ^ic. comrs^ry . truth, tbci 
influence of tbta dijiStrine upon puiky of hear4 
and life,^ which W9 find the apoflle i^lfo aflertin^ 
in the middle of his reai^^^jag upon the poinc« 
^> Do we-tb^nn^tatai) Yf^id tMl^w thfnqugh fstijtfa? 
V God forbid 5 y^:fH9 eltabliiK the ]a,w f/* , 

In d^ pi^pfecation pf tbis fv^K^* ^^ ^^^^ ti^ 
neceflary, firft, in a few words, to.fiate thait 
do&ine. a^^inft^ wbic;b the<pbJ,c<^P9'i5 i^ade. I^ 
may be delive^e^ in Scripture- language- tbus^ 
*\ That all have finned, and come; {hort^qf.^hf^ 
*f glory of CW.-^That ^v^tf mouth muft ho 
<* flopped^ ^id.all the world b^^come gwllty'be'^ 
•« fore God.— Tbercfoife by the defsd^ of ,t\\% 
« law, thsl^ibail be no Sefiijuftified in hi&$ght* * 
*« — But we are juAified frcdy by his gpce^ 
<' through the redemption that is in Chrift Je-; 
« fus:— Whom God hath fet forth as apropi^ 
<< tiationi tbroagh fakh in. his. blood, ^o declare * 
(« his Fighteoufnefs, for thoTemiffioxi of Ans thai; 
*« are paft, through the forbearance of God.— • 
<' Where is boafting then ? It is excluded. By 
•^ what law ? of works? Nay, but by the law of 
*« faith. Therefore we conclude, that a man is 
« juftified by faith, without the deeds of the 

*« law. — Moreover, the law ei^^^^^* ^^** ^^^ ^^* 
•« fence might aboifnd j. b^^^\vctefvn abounded j, 

t R««»? ii; - 

S ji« 44 grace 
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•* grace did much more abound ; that as fin bath' 
" reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign 
«* through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by 
•^ Jefus Chrift our Lord/^ 

The do£)rtne aflerted in Out above and other 
paflagcs of ftripture miy be th«s paraphraied : that 
every intelligent creature is under ah unchange • 
abfe and uni^einable bbtigation, perfeidly to obey- 
Ate whole hw of God : *ithat all men proceeding' 
from Adam hy ordinary generation, are the chil- 
dren of polluted parents, alienated in heart from 
God, trarifgreflbrs of his holy law, >hexcufable 
In this tranfgreffion, and therefore expofed to th^ 
dreadful confequencJes Of his diffTfeafure; that it 
was not agreeable to the diiStatei of his wifdom, 
holinefs and jufiice, to foVgive their fins without 
an atonement or faiisfaflionj and therefore he 
raifed up for them a Saviour, Jefus Chrift, wht>j 
as the fecond Adam, perfeflly tulfifled the whole 
hw, and offered himfelf/up.a facrlfice upon the^ 
crofs in their ftead : that this hiS righteoufnefs is 
imputed to them, as the fdle foundation of their 
juftification in the fight of a holy God, and their 
reception into his favour: that the means of their 
being interefted in this falvation, is a deep humi- 
liation of mirkl, conf^fBon of guilt and wretched- 
iiefs, deniafof themir^es, and acceptance of par-* 
don and peace throdgh Chrrff Jefus, which they 

neither 
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-neither have conEiibuted to the pi 
can contribute to die cORtinuanci 
own merit; but expe^V the renovi 
natures, to be inclined and enable 
commandments of God, as the 
Spirit, and a part of the purchafe 
dwmcr*. 

This Diort account of the dofttii 
ptitation of Chrift's rtghteoufners w 
illullrated and explained in the pr 
difcourfe, intended to Ihew, that 
do cordially embrace ir, the obliga 
nefs arc not urealcned, but flrength 
firmed. For this purpofe be pleafr 
the ftiHowing obfervations 1 in alio 
fite it may be rtmembred, even w 
prcfly mentioned, an oppofition is 
tvrccn the principles and views of 

• Tbe inteJligent micr will piababiyTieK 
. nprtCCti Ibc ihmt doilrine in (aih gcntral I 
linflly to wke^ j(iitii\ tlie diHire»t« than 

licuiarlyat tothe nature of faith. The rear 
>i, ihaj^ would willingly ritberKCeiicik thu 
frcrncea ) aDd bi-caulf it is my firm ptrtuali 
fomc think it joflrtV, or wilc'R, or fafeftj to i 
one iii-jv, lad iomii jootbcr, vet all ^,1,, V,» 
c- nvilii-n, lh»t th.v »t by nature i^ '% ( 
■wriihoFCoJ, and th.-.t there is no tl,* ' „ 
rhtiil, ate, if they underfteoi one j^aW" , 
l?aft in all things any nay miierial .*'lnt^^ 
Accorditiily the reader wiU. I hon^ "^Vi.eW, 
the follo»-inj page. n.»y tafily be 'x*"*! 
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Chrift, wbo refts his bppe on hts in^tcd rigbte- 
oufner% and tbofe wbo aS on any contrary prin- 
ciple. 

In the (irft place, be who expels juftification 
by the imputed rigbteoufnefs of Chrift, hath the 
cleareft arid, ftrongeft conviction of the obliga- 
tion of the holy Izw of God upon every reafon- 
able creature, and of its cxtent.and purity. This 
will appear very evidei^tly, if we confider what ic 
is that brings any perfon to a belief or reli{h of 
ibis doiSlrine. It niuft be a fejpfe of fin, and fear 
of dcferved wrath. Let us fcarcb out the caufe by 
tracing the efFe&s. Whence arif^s the fear of 
wrath, or apprehenfion of God's difpleafure ? On«- 
ly from a convi^ion of guilt. And what can pror 
duce- a convi<fliG|i of gt^iJl;, but at Cpnfe of obliga'- 
tion i This is manifeAly the do£lrine of Scrip*- 
lurtt which teaches us, thi^t. <^ by the law is .the. 
M knowledge of fin** — and that '* the law is a 
•• fchoolmafter to bring as to Chrift/' Thbfc 
who have none at all, or a very imperfect fenfe of 
the obligation of the divine law,, will never have 
the leaft eileem of the rtghteoufnefs of Chriflr, 
which atones for their tranfgreiSon of it ; ic muft 
Appear to them to be fooliflincfs : whereas thofe 
who have a (Irong convi<Siion of the juflice of the 
demand of the law, both efleem and ufe the plea 
of their Saviour's merit. Such alfo have a firong 

fenfc 
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ienfe of the extent and purity of the law of- Qod, 
^ well ai its obligation i^ general^ Whilft. otbpr» 
conltder nothing as iui| but the grgileft a^d moOt 
notorious crimes, the;y are deeply fenf&ble of tb^ 
alienationof their hearts from G^^ whom ibey 
are bound iiipremely to love} and to whofe glory 
th^yi are obliged to be babifually) and tiBiy«r/aIIy 
fubiervient. ^ ut 

. Tbif <:onyi<Slion of the obligation of the .divine 
law» fp efljentHiUy cpnne.<Aed with, pr rather fo 
necefiarily previous to, an acceptance of the im- 
puted righteQuTnefs of Chrift, is evidently foundr 
ed upon the relation of man to God, as a crea^ 
ture jto biA Cr^a^r^ This relation thcRr centt^ 
Hues, stnd xhiift continue, unchangeable ; there?- 
fbrethetohUgation founded upon it muft be «n« 
alienable i, and. all thofe, who have .once l^een Cta* 
fible of it, muft continue to be fb, unlcfs we fup- 
pofe them blinded to the knowledge of God as 
Creator, by the dlfcovery of his mercy in Chrift ' 
the Redeemer. But this is.abiiird } for riie fub« 
fcquent, relation .of. a finnrr to God, ais fopgiveh 
and reconciled through Chrifl-, never can take a-* 
way, nay, never can alter his natural relation asi 
a creature, nor the obligation founded upon it. . 
Neither can jt be conceiviCd ^^ cofttift^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
peffe«aions of GoxJ,. tp ^l;>g^^ <Jien)2^^^s_ of bis 

law J that is to fay, a p^^^^^'^ ^nU^otro^^r^^ !^}' 
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holy will *. Every the le^ft deviation from it, by 
tranrgreffion^ or negle6k of duty, tnuft ftilt be 
evil in itfelf,^nd muft ftill be fccn, and efteemed 
to be fo by thtf God of truth, who cannot Fie. 
Now, 13 there any thrng in the gofpd that hath 
the ieaft tendency to leflen the fenfe of this obli* 
'gation, after it fcath been- once dHcovererf?- Very 
far from it : on the contrary, all thatChrift hath ' 
done for the fiilvation of iinners, as its^ infimcdiate 

• Since me&txbn has btcn made of petfcft conformity tb the 
v^iil of God, Of perfe& cbc^ieiKe to his Ivif, a» the iwty of man, 
which IS indeed the foundation of this whole doArine, I think 
It neceflary to obferve, that forric deny this to be propcrJy re* 
quired of man, as his duty in the prefcot U^tn ft^e^ bcAtuu: M 
is not able to perform it. But fuch do not feero to attend *cithcr 
t9 th« meaning of perf^ft obtdtence^'^vr lo the naCitreor cauft 
of this inabilit^y. Perfcdl obedience is obedience by imy -crea* 
ttfre, to the utmoft extent of his natural powers. , Even in^a ftatc 
«f inne«eQ<e^ the holy difpofitiont of AdaA w«bM'ttdt h«vd 
been equal in ftrength and activity to thofe of creatures of ao 
lil|:hef rank : butiurely^to love God, who is infiliite^ amiaMe,: 
with all the heart, uid above all, to confeetate ^U hit powers; 
and faculties, without exception, and without intCrmiffion, to 
God^s fi^rvice, aoft )>e undonfaUy the duty of every intelligent 
creatarf . A»d w)uit fort of inability are we under to pay this } 
Our natural faculties are furely as fit for the fervice of God as 
far any. bafer f urpofe : the inabtlUyl i» only mora!, and Ixcb' 
wholly in the averfion of cor hi^arts . from, fuch ewpW'went. 
Does this then take aWay the guilt? Muft God relax his' 
law beciHi te w« are not willing; to obey^ it f Co nfult tvnp modettt 
philofphers ; and fuch ofth^m as altow there is any fuch thing 
at vice, will teM yotv, that it lies in evil or mifplaced ailerons'. 
Will then rhat which i& illinitfelf excufe its fruits in any degrecL 
from guilt cr blame ? The truth is, notwithftanding die loud 
charge of Hccntiouihe& upon the tenths of the gofpc), there is 
no oth^r fyftcm that evffr I perufed whish prefcrves the obliga- 
tion of the law of God i^n its ftrcngth r* the molt part of them, 
when througi^ly exfujsinqd, jnft anaount to this, tk^t m^^ are. 
bovnd, arid that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they 
l>e fts good and as holy as they themfelves incline. 

con- 
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eonfequenoe, ^lagnifies tbe law, and makes it 
honourable. 

; ^er^m it:tnay |b|e thoqghit,. that the releasing 
a finner Irofni^thc f^dion' of tbe laW) or. tbe pur 
niihni^nt incte'red, by pa^xlon purcbafed and be* 
ftowcd, ha$. this tScQiX and here it is, to be Aire^ 
that meiiy. ■ fcjr thefr fotuzl vieira, are apt to fap** 
pofetli^ob|ediofrJieriir But ht us ohly..refl€£ti 
that tlie obiigatSoit to^diity ^and jobedience to thd 
Creator, Hath becaafeen by a believer in tbe flrong^ 
cfi lighti and caiA continue to be ftnfible; Will 
he then be induced tt> ^ in the face of a per** 
ceived obligation, by an inO^ncQ of utiipeai^l^h^ 
mercy i Js this reafonable t^. fuppoTi^? qtrather^ 
is it not felf- contri^iSory and ab&rd ?t It is ib ffac 
friom being tni<, that ihis mercy difpofes to 0ben 
4ience, as a peculiar and additional motive, as I 
(hall aftewards fliew more fully in its proper place» 
In the mean time, it is fc)f-^vident» that it can b^ 
no hindrance* • What leads us into error Jn tH% 
matto*, is sl^hat happens fometimes in hmnan a^ 
iuT^, In ia htunan goventnient4iiercy» or a pro^ 
intfe?(^i impunity for paft. crimes, may. enable^. 
tho', even in that cafe, not incline a i«be]lious 
traitor td- renew his wiclcedneft. . Bat 'tMs is a 
moSi tinjuft and partial view of tbie cafe^ in which 
the very dramaftance is waiittng npon which the 
chief iheft <)ught to be laid« [|uj»an luws seach 



^ 
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cfnly otitWard a6fi<ms,'becattfehiitMn*nowledg^ 
is fo impcrfe<5, that it cannot difcovcr the diTpo-' 
fitiott of' the hesrt : and a6 *2i^i^t^Mb>m are' not 
fincefe« fo k<ndn«6 isofrrn befAbwiekidn ktiprdipeit 
obje(fts. This kiftdnefs) hoin^ver, ttioughrtma/ 
diib^yver the knproprietjs it cannot taufe tt. 

Btit iM^e th&fitnilkiide «So9npl6Ce« imdiftebotn^ 
k wfU lead* us ta dfeceriiiine. • Sofipofr «iie wlvdi 
bathbem m^cdaeUton^'deeply axid inwardly <ct>n«* 
vtifced; of ^ the - evil k£ rebe&iony ami. Jiis .ob^ 
Kgatfon: to fubkxnffion ; fiippofe this banvi^^tsi fo 
ftroi)^, that he confefleth the jtifttee of t4ie kti^ 
lence cooidiemiitng. him todi^, whkh is vei-y eon*' 
fifteiltyith a d>efsre of )if« : wMl a pardon offer- 
«d or tilt^mated to fach a person make him diC* 
toyal ? li thi^ its nittftal, nay^ is it Its poiSble ef^ 
fea? If it dottld be fii^pofed to hkve any fuchf 
confequence tt a!l, it cottkl only be in this dif^ 
taht way, tfiat pardon feems to tefiiii tHe kn(t 
of a }udge'9 difpleafure «t thb crime. But evetl 
this can have noplace herc^. becaruft fufficient 
care; trtajcen to : prevent, vny fach atbole of ir^ 
by the fiibAitMtion anS vicarious .taSkdt^ fd a 
Mediatbr« " i? 

I cannot help, cfefetvitig; here, that itho fiihihV 
tude above vfed will lead us to the dlicovery of 
one griJat caufe <X\ ilie. objeSiofi ag^ft whicii I 
am reafoniiig* Ic. arifcss ffoiiixiljat cqrruption'.of 
heartt and inward oppofition to tlie law of God 

in 
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in Its extent and purity^ Whidi Is in aH ih^n bf 
itature, and ^diituiu^ in ^11 who are txdi renew-< 
ed In the fpirk tof their ttiinds. As they have a 
ftrong tendency and indthation to tranfgrefsthe 
law where they dare, they are ready to think, 
tfiat the hopes if itnfyuhitjr muff ehcoarage every 
^n^ to k lk>l(( vioiatrotr M^F it. And ho doubt this 
Would betriKe^ iPthctie cbuld be any real efteem, 
o¥ eordial ac^tance t>f the go^I, without i 
pitVtotis conviiElton t)f the oWigatfbn of the law, 
and the gutk and demerit rf every tranfgreflbr ♦. 
But Tu^pofing what rs in truth the cafe with every 
believer, that there i^ a real and ftl'6ng eonvi<S)ron 
hi the oWigatioh of the iaw of God upon every 
fatiotoal creature, which cannot be takeii away 1 
toitnagine tkattlie mercy of Gbd in jjardoning 
finners fol^ Chrift*s fete will Jelfen or weaken the 
fenfe oir t his obligation^ is amoftmanifeft'con- 
tradiAfon. On the cbntrarjs fin rrtuft needs 
have re^eiHi la mbrtal blow, the love of it muft 
tktCeSkfTHy fcivc beto deftrojred,; before pardon in 

• ' . • • • • ■ r 

* . • 

*'B«t tbife h fah^oiTble;! fkr^Ac^ the^may ht foirie tort of 
fear cf pvnUhment, occaioacd by djUpUyfl ' of divine po%ver^ 
^hert there is ho true bumiliatioi) of mind, or genuine con- 
«i6Kon o/fin ; chh it bat llk€ 'die impatient fh^iglcs of a chained • 
^ave, inftead of the wfllipg fubje^iom of a peniteht chUd. Ther^ 
h'^ftill in jtU fich an iAwaM murmuring agamft the fentence^ at 
that of an unjuft and Tigormis tyrant, and not of a ri^htetrat 
judge. Therefore, tho* fnch fliould preteisd to rfeiy on thc^e- 
Htt of CMftforpai^ott and deliveraQce it is plainly not from 
tbeif heartt, <«lid thierefore oeiditr to ^u* fyi^i^% ^i their ttnU, 
t<ir to the leibnnatioji of their livct^ . 

this 
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t^k way could be ibught or obtamcd: (o that 
the ^pofUe might ^eli fay, ^< How (hall we that* 
*' arp dead to fin live any longer therein ?" . 
vf In the fecond place, he who believes in Chrifl-, 
and experts juftification through his iiDpute4i 
rightpoufnef^ ipuft hav^ the deepeft and (Irongeft 
(enfeof th^ evjljof fin io.it^It : This- is in a 
^ood meafure, incliided, in^ or an immediate 
confqqucoce of, what ha^ bee^ already n^eiitioQed, 
For the obligauoh of nhe law, as hinted above^ 
is but very insperfe^ if we coniUkr it only as 
founded on the power of God, and the depeii* 
dence of the creature, and not alfo on the hoU-f 
nefsj ]ufti(;e, and goodpefs of the law itfelf* ' h\ 
(he Hrft fex^e, perhaps, it may be felt by th# 
wicked in this world, at leaft, we are.Aire, it is 
felt by devils and damned ipirits in a iepai:ate 
fiate. They know that they muft fuffcR, becaufe 
they will not obey. But where there is a com^ 
plete feofe of ob)igation,r it implies a belief of the 
riglstebujhefs of the laW^ as well as the power of 
the law-giver, of the equity, nay, the excellence 
x>f the command^ ^q well as the fev^rity of the 
fan£lion« Ail fuch' not only believe that God 
will punifb for fin, but that it is moft juft that 
he (hould do fo, and that fin has richly deferv- 
edit. 

It may therefore feem unncceflary to add any 
thing on this fubje& more than has been already 

fiiid : 
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(aU: but I have mentioned it by itfelf, becaufe 
befides that fenfe of the obligation and purity of 
the law of God, which muft pave the way to a 
linner's acceptance of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
there is a difcovery of the evil of fin, and its 
abommable nature, in cv^ry part of this ** myf- 
** tery of godlinefs, Godmanifefted in thefl^lh,'* 
and the truths founded upon it; fo that the more 
thefe are believed, and the more they are at- 
tended to and rccollefted, the more muft the be- 
liever be determined to hate and abhor every 
'wicked arid falfe way 5 every new view which he 
takes of the gofpel of his falvatioii^ every aft of 
truft and confidence exerted upon it, muft ih- 
creafe his horror of fin^ and excite him to fly' 
from it. 

Let us confider a little what views are prefentcd 
us of the evil of fin in the doflrine of Chrift, and 
of him crucified. Here we fee that a holy and 
juft God would not forgive fin withbut an atone- 
ment. What a demonftaation is this of its ma- 
lignity, if carefully attended to, and kept con- 
fiantly in our eye, as a part of our very idea of 
the Divine Nature ! The difficulty in this cafe h 
our partiality in our own caufej we are unwilling 
to think fin fo very blame-worthy, becaufe this 
is condemning ourfelves: but, let us confider 
what views an all-wife and ijTipsif^**^^ God hath 
of it, and form our« upon h\^ A^*^ ^^^^ ^^ *^^y 
Vol/. !• r>v not 
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not To much as once blafphetnoufly imagine, that 
he alb is partial on his own fidey let us remem^ 
her that he is the God of love, who, by this very 
falvation, hath magnified his love in a manner 
that pafTcth knowledge. He (hews his fenfe of 
the ev-il of the crime, even whilfl he is contriv- 
ing, nay> in the very contrivance of a proper 
way for the criminaVs efcape* He is not, fo to 
fpeak, fetting forth the malignity of the offence, 
in order to juftify the feverity of his own ven- 
geance, but he is exerting his amiable attribute 
of mercy, and yet here muft the evil of fin appear. 
Confider, in a particular manner, upon this 
•Tubjefi, the dignity .and glory of the perfon who 
made tWs atonement. The value of the purchafe 
fnay be feen in the greatnefs of the price ; the 
evil of fm in the worth of the propitiation. 
** For we are not redeemed with corruptible 
*^ things, ilich as filver and gold, but with the 
♦* precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb with- 
** out blemiOi and without fpot*." It was no 
lefs a perfon than the eternal and only begotten 
£on of God, who was before all worlds, the 
brighinefs of his Father's glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, who fufFered in our fiead* 
Whoever confiders the frequent mention in the 
facrcd oracles, of the glory and dignity of the 
ferfon of Cbrift, mud be fatisfied that it is not 

without 
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wuhout deAgn ; and none can truly reli(h 6t im- 
prove tbefe truths, but fuch as thence learn the 
evil of An, the immenfenefs of that debt whicb 
required one of fo greats nay, of infinite and ui- 
exhauflible riches, to be able to pay it. A crea- 
ture indeed behoved to fuffer ; and therefore he 
became the fon of man, but intimately united to 
the Creator, God bleiled for ever. It was one ol 
the firft and earliefl; confeflions of faith, l^hat 
Jefus Chrift was the Son of God ; and this.be* 
lief ffluft Have the ftrongeft influence in ihewing 
143 the evil of fin, which none elfe was able to 
expiate^ 

In many paflages of Scripture, God's fending 
his own Son into the world to iave finners, is re- 
prefented as the ftrongeft proof pofilble of his 
cofnpaffion and love. The nearnefs of the rela- 
tion teaches us, as it were, to fuppofe fomereluc* 
tance in beftowing him ^ in allufion to which 
there is a beautiful expreiTion of the apoAIe Paul, 
" * He that fpared not his own Son, but deli- 
<^ vef ed him up for us all, how (hall he not with 
*' him alfo freely give us all things ?'* The very 
feme thing fhcws,, with equal dearnefs, his ab- 
horrence of fin. However ftrongly difpofed to 
(aye finners, he would have fin to be expiated, 
though his own Son fliould be the vi<3im : if any 
thing could have made him difpenfe with it, this 

C ^ ftiould 
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.(hould furely have had the cffcfi : and therefore 
.the condemning of fin feems to have been zm 
much in view« as the falvation of the finner. 
■ Every light in which we can view this fubjeft., 
contributes to fet before us the evil of fin. I fliall 
only mention further, the greatnefs and feverity 
of the fuffefings of our Redeemer, as they arc' 
(Teprefented both prophetically, to (hew howmucb' 
was exa£led, and hiftorically, to (hew what was 
paid. As the whole of his life was to be a ftate 
of humiliation and forrow, it is faid, '^ * As many' 
*' were aftoniflied at thee, his yifage was (6 mar* 
<^ red more than any man, and his form than the 
*< fons of 'men." Again, *« He is defpifed and 
^' rejeSed of men, a man of forrows, and ac- 
*> quainted 'with grief; and we hid, as it were, 
fi^ our f^ces from him ; he was defpifed, and we 
.*• efteemed him not." Once more, ** He was 
.ff wounded for our tranfgreilions, he was bruifed 
«^ for ,our iniquities : the chaftifement of our 
>> peace was upon him, and with bis firipes we 
«* are healed." In the hiftory of his life in the 
«cw teftament, we fee all this verified, in the 
^tieannefs of his birth, and the continued infults 
and reproaches thrown upon htm during the 
.courfe of his life. There is one remarkable paf- 
fage, John viii. 57. ** Thou art not yet fifty 
•« years old, and haft thou fecn Abraham V* The 

, * Ifa« lii« 14. lUi, 3, 5. 

meaning 
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meartingof this is hardly obvious, unlefs we fup- 

pofe that his natural beauty and bloom was (o 

wafted and decayed by forrovi^j that he fbemed t<y 

ftrangers near twenty years older than he really 

was. 

In the clofe of the gofpel, we have an account 

of the laft fcene of. his fufFering?, in the garden,- 

and on the crofs. ** He was fore amazed, and 

** very heavy. — His foul was exceeding forrow- 

" ful, even urfto death,-^His fweat was as it 

•* were great drops of blood, falling down to the 
" ground." He was at laft ftreti^hed on an ac- 

turfed tree, where the pain of a tortur'd body was 

burftttall to the anguiih of an cvcrwhelrred fpi- 

rit, which conftrained Kim to utter this heav^ 

complaim, *• My God, my God, why hafi thou 

** forfakcn me ?" Let the Chriftian jftand at the 

foot of the crofs, and there fee the evil of fin, 

which required fo C6ft)-y an expiation. Let hint 

there fee the holinefs and juftice of God jn its 

punifliment. Let him hear the moft High, faying,- 

^ Awake^ O fword, againft the man who is my 

^ fellow." And let him thence learn, bow much 

fin is the obje£^ of divine deteftation. 

Hath a believer then a firm perfuafion of all 

thefe truths i Are they the frequent theme of his 

meditations ? And muft they not neceflfarily fill 

bim with an abhorrence of f^p^ inflame him with 

a-hatred of it, and excite it^ Yv\(n ^ fc\Moihing on 

c ^ ««- 
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its account? Thus it is faid in the prophetic 
writings, ** t They fhall look on me whom 
*• they have pierced, and they {hall mourn for 
*' him, as one mourneth for his only Ton, and 
•' (hall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is 
*• in bitternefs for his firft-born." And muft not 
a repetition of the fame views (WW ftrwiglhen the 
impreflion, fo that, as the apoftle Paul tells us of 
himfelf, '* * The world will be crucified tinta 
•* him, and he unto the world." 

I am fenfible, that thefe things will have no fuch cf- 
fc£\ upon the enemies of the gofpcl, who difbclievc 
them, or upon thofc Chriftians, if they deferve 
the name, who-difguife, explain away, or give up 
the fatisfaftion of Chrift ; or even thofe who have 
a ftrong tinfture of a legal fpirit, and arc for con- 
tributing fomewhat toward their acceptance with 
God, by their own merit, and defcSive obedience. 
Such cannot relifti thefe (bntfments ; and there- 
fore it may feem improper, in reafoning againft 
enemies to bring them at all in view. But let it 
be remembred, that however little many believe 
fuch things, they may yet perceive, if they wifl 
attend to it, their natural operation upon thofe 
who do believe them. And let any modern adept 
in the fcience of morals (hew in his account of 
the foundation of morality, and the nature of 
obligation, any thing that hath a force or influence 

•f- Zcch. xii. 50. • Gal. VI, 14, 

equal 



JUSTIFrCATrON. Jf 

equal to this: or, will the nominal felf- righteous 
Cbriftian^ who thinks Chrift only ma<Ie irp forrm 
little wants which be finds in himfelf, or that his 
death had only fome general expediency in it, ever 
be equally tender in his pradfce, wkh him who 
fees (o much of the purity of the law of God, arrd 
his detefiation of fin, as to efieenfi all his own 
own righteoafnefles but as filthy rags, and bot- 
toms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the 
perfeft rrghteoufnefs of his Redeemer ? 

In the third place. He who experts juflification 
only through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrifl, 
has the moft awful views of the danger of fin. 
He not only fees the obligation and purity of the 
law, but the feverity of its fan£lion. It is a fear 
of wrath from the avenger of blood, that perfuades 
bim to fly to the city of refuge* And if we com*- 
pare the fentiments of others with his, either the 
generality of a carelefs and blinded, world, or thofe 
who aft- upon contrary principles, and a different 
fyftem from that which we are now defending^ 
we (hall find, that not one of them hath fuch ap* 
prehenfions of the wrath, and vengeance of God 
due on the account of fin, as the convinced fin- 
ner, who flies to the propitiation of Chrtft for de« 
Hverance and refcue. 

I am very fenfible, that it\;^py readers wiH be 
ready to challenge this arg.^ j^t as preffed inta 
the fervice, and wholly imnr »tO0ti n^V ^c\\emc z- 

c + V ^^'^^ 
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they wi)l fuppofe, that every believer. In conic-* 
qucnce of his faith in Chrift, is fcreened from 
the penalty of the law, and flieltered from the 
ftroke of divine juflice; he is therefore no more 
under this fear; and its being no more a motive 
of aflion, in the future part of hiscondud^, is the 
very ground of the obje£lion I am attempting to 
remove. This is no doubt' plaufible j but let ft 
be remembred, in what way it is that believers 
are freed from their apprehenfions of the wrath of 
God ; it is by their acceptance of his mercy thro' 
faith in Chrift, Before the application of this re- 
medy, they faw themfelves the children of wrath, 
and heirs of hell j and they ftill believe, that eve- 
ry* fin defervcs the wrath of God, both in this life, 
and that which is to colne. Will they therefore 
re- incur the danger from which they have (6 late- 
jy efcaped, and of which they bdd fo terrible a 
view ? will they do fo voluntarily, even although 
they know the remedy to be ft ill at hand, ftill rea-- 
dy to be applied, and certainly efteduai ? Suppofc' 
any perfon had been upon the very point of pe» 
rifhing in a violent and rapid ftream, and faved 
when bis ftrcngth was well nigh exhaufted, by the 
happy intervention of a tender-hearted pa^R^nger, 
would he voluntarily plunge bimfelf again into 
the flood, even although he knew bis deliverer 
were ftanding by, ready for his relief? The fop. 
pofuion is quite unnaiural ; and it is equally fo, 

to 
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to imagine, that one fared from divine wrath 
Will imcnediately repeat the provocation, evea 
whilft he trembles at the thoughts of the mifery 
of that ftate from which he had been fo lately 
delivered. 

I 

Let us only confider the ftrong fenfe which ^ 
a believer ufually (bews of the danger of others 
in an unconverted flate, from a perfuafion of 
their being under the wrath of God. He warns 
them, intreats them, pities them, and prays for' 

' them. He would not exchange with any one of • 
them, a prifon for a palace, or a fcafFold for a 

. throne. How thenv (hould he be fuppofed to. 
follow them in their praflice, and thertby to* 
return to their ftate ? 

But perhaps, here again it will be urg»d, that - 
this is improper ; becaufe, according to the prin- 

*cipIfsof the aflertors of imputed righteoufnefs, 
a believer, being once in a juflified ftate, can-- 
not faH from grace-; and therefore his fin* do • 
riot deferve wraih j and he himfclf mud have,, 
'from this perfuafion, a flrong confidence • thar, 
be what they wlH, they cannot have fuch an 
cffedt: and accordingly, fome have exprefsly af- 
firmed, that the future fins of the eUd^ arc for- 
given, as well as their paff, at their convetfion ; , 

. nay, fome, that -^hey are juQifi^d fwm all eter- 
nity, jhat Go,d doth not fee (\t\ in abeVvc^er^ thH '^ 

his afiliiSlions ue . not. PUi^(VijftWS»2^j ^^^ ^^^^ 
*' C 5 Z^^*^ lVvVDJ\ 
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things of the like nature. Now, tho* I moft 
coiifefs I look upon thefe expreffions, and many 
more to be found in certain writers, whatever 
glofies they may put upon them, as unguarded 
and anti-fcriptural y yet not to enter into the 
controverfy at all, I fuppofe it will be acknow* 
ledged by all without exception, that a believer's 
fecurity, and the impoiTibility of his falling from 
grace* is a fecurity of not finning, that is, of 
not being under the dominion of fini as much 
as^ or rather in order to his fecurity of deliver- 
ance from the wrath of God. His pardon is fure ; 
but this fecurity is only hypothetical, becaufehis 
faiih and holinefs are fecured by the promife of 
God : fo that, to fuppofe a perfon to' fin. with- 
out reftraint, .by means of this perfuafion, that 
his falvation Is fecured by bis firft acceptance of 
Chrift, h a fuppofition felf contradictory. How^ 
ever ftrongly any man may aflert that a believer's 
falyation is fecure, he will not fcruple, at the 
jame time to acknowledge, that iffuch believtr 
fhou]4 fin wilfully and habitually, and continue 
to do fo, he would be damned ; but he will deny^ 
that any fuc)i cafe «ver did, or ever can poiEbly 

happen *. 

The 

* Indeed there can be nothing more unfair, than to take one 
part of a man's belief^ and thence argue againft ilnothcr part, up - 
en which the firft is exprefsly founded. If I ihould fay, I am 
^a^deot 1 ihail <Bev«t be drowned ia a certain tvnx, bKaufp I 

am 
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The obje^lfon muft fijrely appear ftrongeft up-' 
on the principles of .tbofe who make the nature' 
of fakh to confift in a belief, that Chrift died 
for theipfelvj^s in particular, or of their own per- 
fonal intereft in him, and the pardon and life 
which he hath porchafed, making aflurance ef-' 
fential to its daily exercife. Yet even thcfe will 
not deny, that their faith is not always equally 
&fottg, and that their aflurance is fometimes in- 
terrupted with doubts and fears*^ Now, what ia- 
the caufe of thefe doubts, and this uncertainty * 
Is it not aiwaya fin more diredly, or by c:oh- 
fcquencjc i So that fin renders their faith doubt-^ 
ful, which is the very fame thing with putting, 
them in fear concerning their future ftate. In- 
deed ft is not more fure that oyr Redeemer invites 
all weary heavy-laden finners to come unto him, 
that they may find reft, than it is^that the un^ 
nghteous ihall not inherit the kingdom of God.- 
So that every, inftance of voluntary fin, mufl!^ 
thro«^ back the believer (at leaft as to his own 
fentiments) into his former {late, till he be again 
reilored by feith and repentance. 

From this I think it evidently appears, that 
the motive of the danger of fin is not weakcrncd, 

im refolvcd never to cfoCs it at affj would it not be abfurd to 
reafon thos ; -here is a man who hatlx a perfuafion he will never 
be drowned in this river j therefore \^^ vvill be fufely very IfSad- 
ftrong and fool-hardy in fording i^ ^l^j^ \k. overftows its baiiks,. 
which is ctf&trarywto the rery foaft5r' '\^oivRy fccurity > 



•x 



36 E S S A Y OM 

but hatb its fiili force Up6n thofe who' expe<9 ju(^ 
ttiic&tion by the innputecl righteonrnefs oF Chtift. 
And, if it is not weakened, it muft be ftreiigth- 
ened by this perfuafion, fince, as I have (hewn 
above, none have fo deep a fenfc of the obltga* 
tion of the law, and the evil of fin, and by con- 
fequence none can have fo great a fear of its aw- 
ful fanflion. That this b agreeable to Scripture, 
might be Ihown at great length, where the put- 
ting their right to the favour of God and eternal 
life more and more beyond all doubt and quef- 
tion, is recommended to believers as an object of 
their care and diligence. Thus fays the apof- 
tie to the Hebrews, ** And we defire that every 
•* one of you do fliew the fame diligence, to the 
•* full aflurance of hope unto the end *." And 
the apoftle Peter, after a long enumeration of the. 
graces of tht Chriftian life, fays, ** Wherefore 
** the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
•* your calling and eledion fure f.** Nay, the 
fear of wrath, and of finally periihing, is reprc- 
fentcd by the apoftle Paul himfelf, as one view 
at leaft, which habitually influenced his own con* 
duft ; *' JBut I keep under my body, and bring 
it into fubjcdion, left that by any means, 
when I have preached to othcr5> 1 myfclf 
•* fliould be a caft-away J." 

* Htfe. vi. ;i. f 2 Pet. i. xo. > J | Cor. 11^27,,, 

5 > In 
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In the founh place, Thoie who eicpe& jufttfica* 
tfoii4>y tfaenaputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, have 
the highcft fenfe of the purity and holiae& of 
the divine nature } and therefore muft be under 
an habitual convi£Uon of the neceffity of purity, 
in order to fit them for hi^ prefepce and enjoy- 
ment. If this do6lrlne, in its main defign, or 
by any of its eflential parts, bad a tendency to 
reprefent God, (I will jipt fay as delightifig in 

. fm, but) as eafy to be pacified towards it, paffing 
it by wkh little notice, and punifliing it but very 
flightly, there might be fome pretence for draw« 

^ing the conclufion complained of^ from it. For 
I '^is)k k «iiay be allowed as a rnaxmi, that as is 
the God, fo are hi^ worfliippers, if they ferve 
him in earneft. Whatever views they have of 

.the obje£k of tiKJr efteem and worfbip, they will 
endeavour to fonn themfelves to the fame charae* 

/ter. But if, on. the contrary, this dofbine pre* 
ferves the purity of God entire; nay, if it gives 
us fiil) more flrong) awful and ftriking view& of 
it,-; it can never encourage fuch as believe it, in 
the practice of fin. 

But that this is the cafe with all fuch as believe 
and underftand the dodrine of juftification by the 
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrtft) may be degion. 
ftrated in the cleareft manner. ^^ might indeed 
be fliewo, from, a gneat vat'^^^^ ^^ arguments 
founded, upon Jibe frni^tadiq^ ^ phi£>ft; • - ^ p^efei^t 
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1 (hall mention but two,, the propriety of which, 

and their relation to the fubjed. in hand» every 

one muft ttmnediately penz^ive. - In the firft 

place. That Chrift behoved to fufFer by divine 

appointment for the^expiation of fin, is not only 

equal with,- but ftr<^nger than, all other evidences 

~ of the pui<ity dfGod, and his- abhorrence of fin. 

I It is an event of the moftiftriking and aftonifliirig 

^ nat4irey. every reflcftion upon, which overwhelms 

; the mind, that the eternal and only^bc^otten Son 

of God fhould aiTume the likenefs of finful |le(h, 

' and ftand in the room of finners : even tho' the 

merited punifliment had been inflicted upon the 

offenders* themfclve», it wouW not have been 

fuch a proof of the purity of God. Here, even 

f when he is inclined to mercy, its exercife is ob- 

fhufted till juftice is fatisfied. Gan any one con- 

fider this without being deeply convinced, that 

he is a God ** of purer eyes than to behold ini- 

** quity," and with whom unrighteoufnefs can* 

have no communion ? Will any, after fuch views, 

hope for his favour, while they retain the love of 

fin, or expe£t to dwell in his prefence while they 

continue ftained with its pollution ? 

The fame thing muft alfo carry convincing 
evidence with it, that to fuppofe Chrift to have 
bought an impunity for fmners, and procured 
them a licence to offend, it felf-contradi£lory, 
and. altogether inconfifteAt with the wifdom and 

-unir 
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uniformity bf the divine govcrhmeni: that he 
never could hate fin fo much before, and lo^e 
it after the fufferings of Chrift : that he coufd 
not find it ncceffary to puni(h it To feverely m 
the furety, and yet aftervi^ards love and bear 
with it in thofe for whom that furety fatisfied. 
Not only may this be dearly eftabliihed by rea* 
fon and argument, but it mud be immediately 
felt by every one who fces.tbe neccffity of the 
atoi)ement of their Redeemer. They will be fo 
far from taking a liberty to fin, that, on^ the 
contrary, they will be ready to cry out, ** Wha 
•' can ftand before this holy Lord God *." Ac- 
cordingly we iball find in experience, that none 
are more ready to call in qtieftion the integrity of 
their own chara£ler ; none more ready to fear 
the cStc6ks of the fins that cleave to them, as 
unfitting them for the divine prefence, than 

fuch as truft folely in the merits of Chrift for 
theix acceptance with God. 

• It 15 a certain faft, that the namfeer of perfons under dif- 
trefs of mind by perplexing doubts^ er anxious fears, concerning 
their future ftate^ is incomparably greater amongft the friends 
thaoth* enemks of this'do^vine. By this I ^ net at all mean 
that either their doiibts.are dutiful > or their fears defirable. Such 
a ftate is to be looked upon as the frvit of their own wealcnefs 
and imperfeftiMi, and as a chaftifemcot from a wife and graciou» 
Gody either more immtdiately for correcting their fins^ or for 
the trial, Ulnilration and pericftin^ of ihc^t grace and virtue ; 
but its being more coalmen amOA» tt^r^ ^VioheUeve in Chnft^s 
imputed righteoufhefs, than oth^Y. . 31 plain proof that this 
do£farin£^oth not naturally ten^ ^ * }^( Vjc aw? '^^ ** unhciy 
bold&dir. or a fccurc and ftoChfui ^ *t^^^^«tVofti 
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The fcfcond thing I propofed to mention in 
the dodrine -of Chrift -s mediation, which ihews 
the purity of the divine nature^ is our continu- 
ed approach to God by him as an intercelTor aad 
advocate. It contributes to keep Continually up* 
on our minds a fenfe of the divine holinefs and 
purity, and^of our own unworthinefs, that we are 
not permitted to approach- him but by the intei^« 
ceifion of another. Such a condu<S in human af- 
fairs, properly ferves to ihew dignity and great- 
nefs on the one part, dtftance and unworthinefs 
on the otb^r. I'he fame conduct then in God 
towards us, doth it not convince us, that he muft 
be (andtified of all them that draw near to him ? 
And, whiift it makes imputed righteoufnefs the 
condition, plainly fhows the neceffity of inhe- 
rent holinefs, as a qualification in our approachiis 
to his throne. Suppofe an earthly prince were 
to, be addrefled by two different perfons, one 
who thought he had a title upon his own merit 
to make an immediate application, and another 
who could not approach him without one nearly 
related to hi^, and in high favour at court, to 
procure his admiflion, and to back his requeft j 
which of thefe would probably be moft refpeft- 
ful to his fovereign, and ntoft folicitous to^avoid 
giving offence by his condud^ Surely the lat- 
ter ; and fo it is always with the humble, mor- 
tified believtr^*.who^ " counts '^1 things bdr 
-* ^ " lofs 
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•* lofs foV the excellency oiF the knowledge of ! 

« Chrift Jcfuy*" 

In the fifth place,* Thofe wtioexpeft jiiftifica- 
tion by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft 
be induced to obedience, in the ftrongeft manner, 
by the liberal and ingenuous motive of gratitude 
and thankfulnefs to God. That it is the native 
and genuine expreffion of gratitude to God, to 
live a pure and holy life, I fuppofe will hardly be 
denied: at leaft, this the Scriptures reprefent as 
pleafing him, ferving him, doing his will, ho- 
nouring him. It is indeed extremely difficult to 
conceive, bow God all-mighty, and all-fufficient, 
ihould be at allaiFeded with our conduct, either 
good or bad : it feems to be improper to fay, that 
he can be pleafed or difpleafed with our zQionSf 
or that he' bath any intereft at ftake. Nothing, 
to befure, can be more weak an^ impotent, than 
the injuries offered, or the aflaults made upon, 
him by created beings. As his nature is without 
variablenefs or fhadow of turning, fo his happi- 
neis is fuch, as can neither be increafed nor im- 
paired. And yet, in this way, he himfelf hath 
taughrus to conceive of the matter, that holinefs 
is not only an imitation of his chara£ber, but obe- 
dience to his will ; and its contrary a tranfgref- 
lion of his law. Thcfe have been the fentiments 
of all nations without exception > and, after the 

•^^^•'"•^ ■ uunoft 
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uimod efforts we can make to exempt hhn in onir 
minds from all human paflions or aflFedions, ef 
joy, anger, or difpleafure, we cannot help confi- 
dcring it ftlU as proper to fay, fuch a courfe of 
life is agreeable, aiid fuch another is difpleafing 
to God, and will provokt his wrath. 

Is not gratitude then a principle of adion that 
will be powerful and operative ? M;inkind in 
general bear witnefs to this as they have agreed 
in ail ages ; lo brand ingratitude with the blackeft 
mark of infamy, and to reckon it among the moft 
atrocious of crimes. And indeed wp find by ex- 
perience, that it is comparatively ftronger, fqr 
nhe moft part, than the oppofite motives of force 
or fear. There is a fort of natural tendency in 
man to refift violence, and refufc fubmiflion to 
authority, whilft they may be won Jby^ favouiS| aiifl 
melted to thaitkfulnefs and gratitude by kindnct 
and love : at leaft, this mgy be applied perfefliy 
to the prefent cafe,, where the bare outward pec- 
formance (which may indeed be the efFecl of fear) 
will not be accepted without tlie inclination of 
the will. A flaviflj dread both leflens the degree, 
and debafes the nature of that obedience we 
might eflay to perform. This is an univerfal 
principle; and, in particular, while the law of 
God (lands in its force and rigour,, as a povenaa^ 
of works, threatning death without hope of mer- 
cy, againft every tranfgreiEon, it begets a defpon- * 

dent 
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dentflolh, and) at beftfervesonly todifcover our 
fm and mifery ; nay, as the apoflle Paul ftrongly 
and juftly reafons, it renders our corrupt affec- 
tions more infiamed and violent by refiraint ; 
** * Nay, I had not known fin, but by the law i 
"** for I had not known luft, except the law had 
** fald. Thou (halt not covet, kc»** 

But let us now complete this argument, by 
(hewing, that a believer in Chrift is under the 
ftrongeft obligations, from gratitude, to do the will 
of Gcd. And how manyconfiderations concur in 
fhewing this ? The unfpeakable greatnefs of the 
bleffings he receives, nolefs than deliverance from 
cverlafting mifery and anguifh, and a right to 
c^erlafting glory and happinefs. — The infinite and 
afFeQing condefcenfion of the great and glorious 
•Giver, who, in mercy to thofe who could not 
profit him at all, but,-on the contrary, bad highly 
provoked him, laid help for them upon one who 
is mi^^hty to fave. — The aftoniftiing means em- 
ployed in this defigr, viz. God's ** not fparing 
** tvcn his own Son, but delivering him up for 
** us lill." Well might the apoftle John fay, 
*' t Go^ SO loved the world, that he gave hfs 
*i only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth 
** in him (hould not perifli, but have everlafting 
** life."— ^Biit, above all, the fenfe which he 
himfclf hath of- his mifery and wretched nefs. No:- 
• Rom. vii, 7,- ^ Johft "»• 16. 

* . thing 
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thing can be more dreadful than the appreheh- 
fions which a convinced finner hath of his own 
ftate : what^and how ftrong then muft his fcnfe 
of gratitude be, to him who hath given his con, 
and him who was given himfelf, for the pui chafe 
of his pardon ? With what earneftnefs will he 
feek after, and , with what chcarfulnefs will he 
embrace, every opportunity of teftifying his than!: - 
fulnefs ? Will not the name of his Redeemer be 
• precious, even *' as ointment poured forth \" his 
laws delightful to him, and his honour dear ? 

It is proper to obferve here, that the fin^Je 
view of the bleffings of "divine goodnefs, which* 
mufl have the ftrongeft influence in leading us to- 
a grateful refentment of themy is peculiar to fuch 
as expert juftification through the imputed rlgh^ 
teoufnefs of ,Chrifl: ; viz* their being of free, urt- 
mcrited grace and mercy* For, though there 
arc claffes of Chriitians who pretend to difclalm 
the belief of any merit In man, it would be no* 
difficult matter to (hew, that there are none who 
do not, by their profefled principles, or^their ufual 
language, fupppfe it, excepting thofe defcribed 
in the beginning of this difcourfe. And fuch not 
only believe lits mercy to be unmerited, but that 
they have juftly deferred his wrath and indigna- 
tion, nay, and that they continually do fo, even 
in their beft ftate ; their purefl: and hoi left actions 
bavihg fuch fins attending them, or fuch a mix* 

true 
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:ture aiid alloy of unholinefs and impurity in them, ^ 
zSy if they were weighed in the exad balance of 
juftice, would be fuiScient to procure their total 
jejeAion. 

In how ftrong a light is this reprefented by the 
facred writer^ ; and how powerful does its ope^' 
ration appear to be upon themfclves ? They fecm 
penetrated and pofleft with a fenfe of the love 
of Chrift) and of God in him, as having finners 
for its objeft. Thus the apoftle Paul reafons j 
•* For icarcely for a righteous man will one die, 
^' yet, pcradvcnture, for a good man fome would 
** even dare to die. But God commendeth his 
** Jove towards us, in that while we were yet fin- 
. ** ners, Chrift died for us*/* And again, ** If 
•* when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
« God by the death of his Son f ."— What a fenfe 
of the Idve of Chrift is difcoveredby the two fol- 
lowing pafiages of the fame apoflle ! " That 
Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith 5 that 
ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be 
•• able to comprehend with all faints, what is the 
<* breadth and length, and depth, and height ; 
** ^nd to know the*love of Chrift, which pafleih 
** knowledge %" The other is, *^* If any man 
** love not the Lord Jefiis Chrift, let him be ana- 
*• thema, Maranatha § ;" than which nothing 
could more ftrongly exprefs l^'^^ own fenfe of the 

•Horn. V. 7, 8, t Rom, v. jq UqU'H^* i»> 17i '^>J9« * 
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obligation. It defervcs notice alfo, that the in- 
fpired writers do often reprcfcnt it as one of the 
ftrongeft arguments againft fm, that it is a re- 
proach and diflionour brought upon our Re- 
deemer and Lord, ** For many walk, of whom 
** 1 have told you often, and now tell you even 
<« weeping, that they are enemies of the crofs 
" ofChrift*. Seeing they crucify to themfelves 
*^ the Son of God afrefli) and put him to an open . 
« fliamet." 

I muft again here, as on a former branch of 
the fubjedl, obferve, That, no doubt, fuch argu- 
ments as thefe, will have little or no effe£l upon 
thofe who have but an imperfe<3 belief of them, 
which, it is to be feared, is the cafe with not a 
few who go under the name of Chriilian. But, 
is it not very evident, that they muft have the 
ftrongeft imaginable influence upon all fuch as 
are aduated by a lively faith in the do6lrine of 
redemption ? They muft fee themfelves indebted 
to the undefervcd mercy and love of God for fa- 
vours of infinite value, and therefore muft cer- 
tainly endeavour to exprefs their gratitude by an 
intire confecration of their lives to thek bene- 

§ 

fa<aor's fervice. 

This leads me to obfervc in the 6th and laft 
place. That thofe who exped juftiiication by the 
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be pofleft 
a fuprerae orfupenlatiyclovctoGod, which is not 

• Phil. iii.iS. tHcb. vU^. 

• oniy 
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only the fourcc and principle, but the very fum 
and fubftance, nay, the perfedion of holinefs. 
That thofe who believe in and hope to be ac* 
cepted, and finally faved, through the impuied 
rightcoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poflefled of a fu- 
preme love to God, appears from what hath been, 
already faid upon the fubjedl of gratitude. Love 
is the moft powerful means of begetting love. 
Thus fays the apoftlc John, ** We have known 
**• and believed the love that God hath unto 
*' us J God is love ♦.** And a little after, 
** We love him, becaufe he firft loved usf-*'. 
The infinite and unfpeakable mercies which he 
hath beflowed on us, with all the circumftances 
attending them, the means and manner of their 
conveyance, which have been hinted at above, 
muft neceffarily excite the mod ardentlove in re- 
turn> and every proper expreflion of it. This is 
their immediate and natural, nay, this is their 
necefTary and unavoidable efFedl. *' For the love 
** of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe we thus 
** judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
*' dead ; and that be died for all, that they which 
" live fliould not henceforth live unto them- 
^^ felves, but unto him which died for them, and 
** rofe again J." 

If any fhall think proper to aflert, That far 
vours beflowed are not to b^ ^on&^^f <^^<^ i^. ^^^ 

♦ I John IT. 16, f I Johtt vt^ t * ^» '• *4» 

*9' true 



48 E . S S . A Y o N 

true and formal caufes of loye, but the excellence 
and amiable qualities of the obje£t. Thus, for 
example, fuppofing any perfon of a charader juftiy 
hateful in itfelf, from caprice« felf -intereft, or any 
other fmifter motive, to beftow many fignal fa- 
vours upon another, the beneficiary might receive, 
and delight in the favours, without efteeming, 
nay, even when he could not efteem, the giver. 
if this is' coofldered as an obje£lion againft 
what I have juft now faid, and the conclulive- . 
nefs of the argument to be founded upon it j I 
ofFer the two following anfwers to it. ift, That 
in the account given in Scripture of the re- 
demption of the world by the fubftitution of a 
Saviour, and the juftification of finners by the im- 
puted righteoufnefs of Chrift, there is the brighteft 
difplay of all the divine perfections. The al- 
mighty power, the unfearchable wifdom, the 
boundlefs goodnefs, the inflexible juftice, and in- 
violable truth of God, (hine in this great defign, 
with united fplendour. Every attribute, that can 
in reafon claim our veneration and efteem, as well 
as our thankfulnefs and gratitude, is here to be 
feen. Even the perfeftions of juftice and mercy 
(which I will not call jarring attributes, as fome 
too harflily do, but) which feem to reftraki and 
limit each other in their exercife, are jointly iR 
loftrated, and (hine more brightly by their union^ 
than they could have done feparatelyj and, at 
'" the 
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the fame time, the purity and bolioefs of the Di- 
vine NaUure, which is the Aim of them all, is 
deeply imprelled upon the mind. So that here is 
every thing that can produce love ; worth, and ex- 
cellence to merit it, love and kindnefs to excite 
and raife it. From this it evidently appears, that 
he who believes in the imputed righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, muft have a fuperlative love of God* 

But 2d!y, Left it fliould be faid, that many 
have not this view of the do(Srine in quefiion, as 
honourable to God, and reprcfenting him in an 
amiable light, but the contrary ; I obferve, that 
there mud have been a difcQvery of the glory of 
God, as fhining in this plan of falvation, to all 
who cordially embrace it Nothing elfe could 
induce them to do fo. If its enemies do not fee 
this, and therefore fet themfelves againft It s this 
confirms the different and honourable fentiments 
entertained by its friends ; fo that even fuppofing 
(what we will never grant) that this view of the 
amiablenefs of the Divine Nature, as reprefented 
iu the gofpel, were not well founded ; yet, doubt- 
left it is the view of thofe " who count all 
" things but lofs for the excellency of the know- 
** ledge of/ Chrift *," and glory in nothing but 

** his crofs." 

The truth is, notwithftanding any cavilling ob- 

je&ions that may be raifed agalnft itj many fa- 

• Phil. iii. 

Vo L. J. D ^o\xx% 
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vonrs recctvcdby one to whom they^re atfolutely 
itccdTaryjUftd by whom th^are infinitely prized, 
muft naturally and neceflarily produce love* This 
will be reckoned a firft principle, ty every un- 
prejudiced rtiitid ; and it is always fuppofed in the 
Holy Scriptures, where the faints are reprerented ' 
as under the habitual and powerful impreiSon of 
love to God, for his love to^them manifefted in 
their redemption. Thus fays the'apoftle Paul, 
<* For I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor 
** life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
*< nor things prefent, nor things to come, nor 
** heighth, nor depth, nor any 6ther creature^ 
'* fhall be able to-ftparate us from the love of 
«* God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord." 

Now* is there any thing- more neceffary to 
{how, that thofe who believe and truft in the im- 
puted righteoufnefs of Chrift muft be holy in their 
lives, than their being under the influence of a fu* 
preme love to God ? Is riot this the firft and great 
commandment of the law, " Thou flialt love the 
** Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with 
** all thy foul, and with all thy mind * ?" Is not 
this a never-failing fource of univerfal obedience? 
as they love God, will they not love their bre- 
thren alfo : the very worft of men^ becaufe 
they are the creatures of God j and the righteous 
more efpecially, becaufe they are his faints, his 

• Matt, xxii. 37, 

cfaofen 
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cbofen ones ? Canthry love Gc^d fiapremely, ahd 
yet voluntarily.difpleafe him, breaking lUs cohi* 
mandmeiHff) or refifiiiig his defigns ? We knov^ 
that Ic^e hath a qtrite different tffeQ^ in every 
other and inferior mftance, endearing to us every' 
ibing related to the perfon who pofiefies our 
efteem and afFeSton j bow then can it befuppofed 
(o prepofterous in this fingle cafe, when it is fixed 
en the greateft, and d>e beft of objeds ? 

It h^ received maxim , That there can be no 
true lave, where there is not feme likeners and 
conformity of nature and difpofttion to the ob- 
jeA beloved, and an. endeavour after more. And 
this is a maxim that will in no cafe hold more in«« 
fallibly, than in moral fubje<£ls. It is impoflible 
that we can love purity, if ourfelves are impure; 
itay, it is even in^po/Ttble that we can undcrAand 
it. Thougli an unholy perfon may have a very 
penetrating genius and capacity, may think acute? 
ly, and perhaps reafon jufily upon many, or moft 
of the natural attributes of God, be can neithet 
perceive nor admire his moral excellence. In- 
fiead of perceiving the glory of God as infinitely 
hoIy> he hates, and fetshimfelf to oppofe this part 
of his charadter, or to fubftituc fomcthing quite 
different in its room *• Or^ if we can fuppofe 

him 

• Thit is the true fcafon why i^v * «4ttiv\v o^lJ'^fe G®*** 
YiadiaiTe jufticc, aad that m the /^^m V>Za^ «^^^^ «am?^« 
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%im able, or from any particular reafon indinedy 
to tell the truth, as to what God is, he can never 
cUfcera or feel his glory or beauty in being fucfa. 
For why, he himfelf is unholy; that is to fay, in 
other words, he fupremly loves, and hath his af- 
feStions habitually fixed upon fomething that is 
not God, fomething that is contrary to God's 
jiature, and a breach of his law. 

.Let us continue to refled a few moments upon 
^is<fabje£t, which is of great importance, vary- 
ing. a<Uttle the light in which it is viewed. Let 
«s confider what is meant by a fupreme and fu« 
jperlative love to God. Thefe words muft have a 
meaning. It is not a firpreme love of a certain 
nature, or perfon, called God, whom no man hath 
feen, and of whom we know no more but the 
name. In this cafe the old maxim would hold, 
" Ignoti nulla cupido ;'* there can be no afFec- 
tion, of either love or hatred, tow'ards an obje£t 
wholly unknown. A fupreme love of God there* 
fore, where k really hath place in any heart, 

of it^ even in the prefent partial and imperfefb difpenfation* 
Th2t there are many marks of God's difpieafure againft iin, 
even in that part of his goverament which is at prefent fub- 
}edted to our view, and aKo diftin^l; warnings of a ftrider reck- 
oning to come, I flisuld think, might be, to an impartial per- 
fon, pafl all doubt ; and yet, this is derided and denied by many, 
merely beca«ie they c»n never think that a perfection in the 
Pi vine Nature, for which they have no lote or efteem in their 
-own hearts. All who love God, then, moft be like him ; and 
f^ven-thefe who will not be what he really is, are always ttnmg- 
ly indiaedj at leail^ to foppofe him what they themfelves are« 

muft 
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muft mean the love of a charaSer in fome mea^ 
Aire underftood) though not fu&y comprehended^ 
In {hort, according to the Scriptures, it is a fu- 
preme love of the fource and pattern of moral: 
excellence, of a Being of rnfrnite hoKnefs and 
purity, with whom ** evil cannot dwell.** Is 
not this, Ml truth and* reality, the love of holi*- 
n^fs itfelfy the fupreme love of it ? Can we love 
hoHnefi^ then, and not afpire after it ? can we 
love it, and not endeavour to praflife it ? nay, 
can we fovc Tt, and not poflefs it ? can we love 
Kolinefs fupretnely, and live in fin habitually ? 
it is the grofleft contradiflion, the moft abfolutfc 
rmpoffibility. There is then a diametrical oppo- 
iition between the love of God, and the fervice 
of fin. To fuppoft them confident, would be 
fuppofing, that the tendency of the heart and 
affeflions might be oppofite to the courfe of the 
Kfe, or fupremcly fixed upon two things mutually 
defttuftive of each other ; on the contrary, sOur 
Saviour juftly affirms, That •* no man can ftrve 
•* two mafters ; for either he will hate the one,. 
•* and love the other ; or clfe he will hold to the 
** one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve^^ 
** God and mammon *." 

Once more. Is not the love of God, > Imean, 
the fupreme love of God, precifely what is meant 
bf holinefs ? It is not only ^jy evidence of it, not 

• Matt, vi; 

D J only 



( ; 
I 



54 E S S A y OK 

only a fource of tt^ not ohly an important brancht , 
but the fum and perfeAion of it. For wliac is fin 
in the heart, of which all evil adions are but the 
fruits 9nd expreffions, and from which they de- 
rive their malignity and contrariety to tlie di* 
vine will ? Is it not the love and purfuit of infer 
rior objefls on their owii account; and giving 
them tbat place in our affin^ons which is due 
only to God ? All fins, of whatever Vimi^ may 
be eafily reduced to this> and (hown to be QOr 
thing elfe, bu; the alienation and eflfangcment 
of our heart and. affedions from God, to who^ 
alone they are due $ which, fo far as it pre* 
vails^ nQceflarily pccafions a mifiipplicaiion of 
every i>puky of ouj: npiads, a^ ^f every OKmr 
ber of o.ur bodies, and ti^tx»^ 3^ reb^Ition of t4ie 
whole, man, But whoeyei; Ipves Qod above all^ 
an.d places his chief happinefs a^d deligbi^ in hiki^ ^ 
is truly holy ; not only wiill be fo as the efTed^ 
but really is fo, b^ the pofleffion of tb.Is difpofi- 
tion. • In proportipn as this love i.s increafed and 
ftrengthened, bis farwSlification is carried on j zn4 
when it is compleat and triumphant, entirely 
' free from the mixture of any bafer paflion,^ l)e 
is perfc«£l in holine fs. 

It may probably occur to feme readers, that 
this reafoning wiJl not accord with the account? 
given by many, moderns of the nature and foun- 
dation of virtue. Some fouDc^it upon the pre- 

fcnt 
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fsnt prevaiKng cendency of our own dirpofitlons, 
asid in«keitpointdire£iJf and immediatdy at our 
Wfm bapptncrs ; others faund it upon our con- 
ttex/ons with our feilom- creatures in tkis ftate, 
and maks it confiiir in benevolence of hearc, and 
beneficence in adiion \. others again, who ap- 
proach nearer the truth, hut without precifion, 
fiile it aa ading towards: ev«ry objed^, according 
to reafon and the Mtiure ofthing®* Upoa any 
of thefe fchemes, the connexion, or rather colli- 
cidence, above-^alledged, between the love of 
<7od, and wtue, or moral exeellcnee, does not 
fo clearly appear. This indeed fc^ms to mre the 
great defefi of thefe accounts of the nature and 
ibiindation of virtue, that they keep our relation 
and oUigations to God' at a diftance at leafl, and 
much out of view. But as this is the firft com- 
'inafidnlent of the Faw* which God hath revealed 
to-manfbf his oBedi^nce, '^^Thou flialt love the 
•* Lord with all thy heart, with all thy ftrengtb, 
•' and with aH thy mind." So, upon a fair and 
juft exannrnatron, the fupreme love of God wiU 
be found the moft cohfiftent and rational account 
of the nature of virtue, and the true fource from 
which all other virtues, that are not fpurious* 
muft take their rife, and fronn which they derive 
their force and obligation : it is founded not only 
upon the relation of creatures ^^ ^^^^^ Creator, 
but on the inherent excelj^^^^ of tfee Divine Na- 

J[^ ^" turc. 
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ture. For fuppofing (what will fcarccly be de- 
fiied) that God may be at all the object of our 
cfteeni and love, it is plain, that we ought to 
have the higheft eflecm for the higheft excel- 
lence, a fupreme love for what is infinitely ami- 
able ; and if our afledtons do in any meafurc 
pre1«r what is lefs to what is more worthy, they 
mullbr, in that proportion, wrong and mifplaced. 
As to fomc of the phrafcs (for they are no 
more) which come into repute together, or in 
fuccclfion one after another, to exprefs the tife 
and foundation of virtue, fuch as a fenfe of beaur- 
ty, of harmony, of order and proportion : this 
is no explication of the matter at all i it is only 
transferring the language ufed with refpe^ to fen- 
fible objeds, to ethics or morality, in which it 
mull be undcrAood figuratively. That there is 
fome analogy between thofe fu^<£ls and morality, 
may be eafily confeiTed ; but there are few dif- 
ferent fubjeifts in nature, between which as 
flrong, or a ftronger, analogy may not be traced. 
For example, how eafy would it be to reduce all 
notions of morality, nay, indeed all notions of 
beauty in painting, or harmony in mufic, to 
irnth and reality, in oppofition to falihood? 
WoUaflon's Religion of Nature Delineated is 
an example of this, in which be refolves the 
irality, of every aflion, into 
lOod of a proportion. And, 
whoever 
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whoever reads the book will, I dare fay, be fen-* 
fible, that it is jufl as natural and proper^ as 'a 
certain noble author's raphfodies upon beauty 
and harmony. In fhort, it were cafy to fheWj 
that none of the accounts given of the natureof 
virtue, have any meaning, truth or force in them,^ 
but fo far as they arc founded upon, or coin- 
cident with, that which I have above given from 
the word of God*. 

Thus 

* ♦ There 18 one late writer, David Home, Efqj who, itmuft 
be confeded, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex- 
traordinary account of the nature of virtue. I have taken no, 
notice above of his principles, if they may be called fo, becaufe 
I think both him and them worthy of the higheft contempt ; 
and would have difdained to have made mention of hi s name. 
but that it affords me an opportunity of exprefling my fenfe 
of the wroi^ meafures taken by many worthy and able men^ 
who, in fermons and other difcourfes, give grave and ferious 
anfwers to his writings. As to himfelf, that man muft bs 
beyond the reach of conviction by reafonlng, who is capable of 
fuch an infult upon reafon itfelf, and human nature, as to tank 
all natural advantages, mental and corporeal, among the vir* 
tues, and their contraries among the vices. Thus he hath ex< 
prefsly named wit, genius, health, cleanlinefs^ taper legs, 
and broad /boulders among his virtues j difeafes he alfo makes 
vices; and confiftently enough, indeed, takes notice of the in^ 
fe£lious nature of fome di feaCcs, which, I fuppo/e, he reckons 
an aggravation of the crime. And, as to mankind in general,. 
if they were at that pafs as to need a refutation of fuch noa-^ 
fenfe, as well as impiety, it would be in vain to reafon with 
them at all. If I were to contrive an anfwer to this writer^ 
it would be a vifible, inftead of a legible anfwer : it would be 
to employ a painter to make a portrait of him from the life ^ 
to encompafs him with a few hieroglyphics, wliich it would" 
not be difficult to devife j to infcribe upon his breaft thefe wcrJs, 
HEALTH, CLEANLINESS, and BROAD SHOULDERS; 
and put the following fentence i^ i • n^outVi, which he hath 
adopted from a French author^ • VEtAAtE INFIDELITY^ 
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Thus I have ftiowfi, that thofo who bclievt 
the (Jo^riue of imputed righteoufnefs muft be 
moil holy in their lives; that the obligations to 
obedience are not weakened^ but ftrengihtncd 
and confirmed by it. This any impartial perfon 
piay be convinced of, \yhQ wiHreflca^ th?t it is 
hardly pof^ble to conceive an obligaiioi^.to duty, 
of any kind, \yhich may np( be reduced to.ono 
or other of thofe abovc'-nairied : and) if I am not 
miftajcen, none of them can operate fo ftrongly 
upon, any other fcheme, as that which is. hqre 
efpoufed, and w.hich is fo evidently founded oa 
the Scriptures of truth. 

There is, however, one genera] confideration 
which it would be wrqng to omit, in {hewing- 
the friendly influence of this dbdrine upon holi*- 
nefs of life, although it dp<h not (a properly, fsjl 
under the notion of a diredl obligation ; that is^ 
the grdat encouragement given in it to the fludyt 
of purity and holii^efs by the, profpcft of fucccTs* 
Defpair of fuccefs cuts the finews of diligence 

*< when it is known i$ a final] matter, ao,(^ whei\ it i^ n9.t 
•< known, is nothing.** This would be very proper when ap» 
plied to his writings, who, as well as his friend and cpadj^utot 
without a name, makes " our moft important reafopings upoa^ 
" many fubjefts to reft ultimately upoa fenfe and feeling..** It, 
is probable fome over delicate perfons will think this is not. 
treating him with fufiicient decency; bo^ till thereby a plap, 
agreed upon, of the meafures of decency due from iniidels to. 
Chriftians, and from Chriftians to Inpjdels, whether be doe«r 
not deferve far worfe treatment f?:om any w^pbtlieves tjie gof- 
p^j I leave tp thejudgmeAt of titiore, Who yiiH jre^^d his writingi» 

in 
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in.every enterprizie. And particularly upon the 
fubjefk^QTreligion^ nathing^more effe^ually ener- 
vates out rdUutibns, and leads to a fallen, de- 
fpondent neg)ed of diity, than aji opinion that 
yie ifaall not fucceed icLattempting it, or&all not 
•be accepted; in our cfid«avours< after it, or our 
•aaperfedl attainments ia it* But the do£brinei of 
juftification 1^ th9 free graoe of God, ^* throug|i 
** there^kiiif^ian that is in Chfi^ft Jcfitf,'* givos 
the greateft. enc<i^ag«ment to all who. will re^ 
turn to thoftf dut^* This- eoepiiragecnent nati»- 
rally divides itfelf into two brancheQ ; ift. This 

luce hope.G^ aoceptanc^ through Chi»iii 2dly9 
If hi^ powerful and Qffe&mlM provided forthenp 
iii>^be:Holy.SpiMe» which b9 bath ptircfaafed, and 
^eftawa f<9r che^ fiin<{tificatioii^ 

1 Jt» The fare hope^ of acceptang^e through 
Cftrift J^Aut AldKougb 'fin' hatht. gceatly* hiindttd 
tto Knif>ds of intn, there \n fUU (b mttcU of ^< the 
^ vfpfii of th^ law writtefi in th^ir beeits,/' as 
Mlft> tml/iQ' them ie^fitle th^t in tziany thinge 
ihey eflFbii4 aad imid give theiti goomtd ofifoli^ 
Gitt«k^aod«'feftC, whUetboy ejipoS to be j unified 
bf.theirQv^m: n^erits^; AccoEdinglyiwefind, that 
e^oeeptribegroAeft^ and^bolileA infidels, ofwhixzh 
igf t dpys ag^ has fc^niSi^Qcl (^fm eM»fnplils^».aU 

^rlaflea 

•VMc Elfty«on the pnnc5b| ^f morality and' na^ral r^* 
Ugtoav Tbefe'-cflhys'condtidfr v^:^ -.- ad^wn to tbt S\it>reinc 

v^VW' Being, 

*^ 6 
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dailes of men confefs thetnfelves guilty of many 
fins, faults, or failings i fome ezpref&ng them- 
felves in a flronger, and fome in a fofter flile, ac- 
cording to the greater or leiler degree of the de* 
pravation of natural confcience. If there is any 
meaning then in thefe words, they muft be liable 
to the difpleafure of God in fome refpeds, for 
which they cannot themfelves atone ; and muft 
therefore labour under, at leaft, much uncertainty 
as to their acceptance* This muft weaken their 
hands, and flacken their diligence, in an attempt 
fo precarious in its iflue* , 

Perhaps fome may fay, that this is only level' 
Jed agatnft thofe who deny all fatisfadion, or all 
life of the merit of Chrift, but not againft thofe 
who expeA to be jufiified by their own merit 
fo far as it goes, and truft in their Saviour for 
making up what is wanting in themfelves. But 
of fuch I would afk, how they fiiall be fatisfied^ 
that they have gone as far with their own merit 
as is requifite, if there is any ftrefs to be laid 
upon it at all ? Will they fay, as fome foolifhly 
do, that they do all in their power, and truft in 
Chrift for fupplying what may be ftill defi- 
cient ? If they dare refolutely ftand to this plea . 
at the laft day, when God fliall judge the fe- 

Being, which contains the following Words j *' What mortals 
** term fin, thou pronounceft to be only error ; for moral evil 
•< Taniihet^ in fomcmeaTurei from befort thy more perfcA fig^t*** 

crets 
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crets of all hearts, that they have done all in their 
power, there is really nothing wanting to them $ 
they need no Saviour, they need no pardoQ. But 
this is what no mere man that ever lived can fay 
with truth. So that- upon any fcheme, but an 
entire reliance on the merits ofChrift for juf- 
tification before God, there muft fiill be a dreadful 
uncertainty, inconfiftent with that liberal and 
ingenuous freedom with which the children of 
God love and ferve him. Thefe, flrongly pene* 
trated with a fenfe of 4uty and oblrgationy deeply 
humbled under a fenfe of fin, and refting on the 
pcrk& atonement made by their Saviour and fub- 
fiitute, ferve him with alacrity and pleafuret 
wearing the bonds of love. And, knowing the 
weaknefs of their beft fervicet while here, they 
Jong for that blefied time when they fliall be 
made perfedly holy, and yet (hall for ever ac- 
knowledge themfeiycs indebted, for their place 
in heaven, and their continuance there, to the 
grace of God, and the love of dieir Redeemer. 

The other branch of the encouragement which 
believers in Chrift have to diligence in duty, t^ 
the promife of the Holy Spirit to lead them into . 
all truth, and guide them to all duty. This pro- 
mife is exprefsly made to belipvers, and their feed 
after them, in every age of the church, to thp 
.end of the world. Thus fays the apoftle Peter, 
^^ And ye ihall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghofts 
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** Ghoft ; for the promif^ i& to you, uii t» 
(< your children^ and to atl that are afar o^ 
*^ even as many as the Lord our God ftall 
^* call *".'* And it is to this plentiful eflFufibn of 
the Spirit, that the prophets afcribe the purity 
and profpcrity of> the church in the. latter days. 
^^ For I will pour wator^upon hinnthat is thirfty* 
*^ and* floods upon the dry ground : LwJH pour 
^< niy Spirit upon thy feed, and nary bleffiog upon 
^« thine oflT^pring, and they Stall fpring up as 
<< among the graft, ar wilbw& by ths water* 
♦* oourfes t.'^ 

I ana IbfiitUe, that the nature and:f<irin<Q£ the 
argument doch not permit me at.once to fuppofe 
the truth of this, and .;to make ufe.ofthe iu9& 
agency and efitdual operation oft the Spirit of 
God to pnpve the holineis of faints* fiucit mijr 
beeafily made appear, that the beltefand periua^ 
fion of this ttmSb have the ftrongeib influence ia 
animating their own endeavours. What n^cfc 
proper for fuch a purpofethaA the belief of aa 
almighty aid, certainly to be exerted, in. tbeir 
behalf? Muft not this invigorate their prnvecai 
and preferve them frot^- fmldng. through: fear* of 
the number and ftrength of their adveeiariesi? 
M^thing but ignorance of themfelves. can. nrnloi 
them boaft of their ouHi.ficength^ The. refuhxif 
experience in the ftudy;of holinefs, WM& be. a 

humbling 
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humbling conv'i&ton of the force of temptations 
aiid ftrcngth of paflfon on the one handj and the 
weaknefs ami feeblenefs of human reafon and re- 
« folution on the other. M\ift it not then be of 
the greateft advantage to believers, to be under 
an habitual perfuafion of' the prefence and ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God to fahftify them 
wholly I Without this the attempt would' be al- 
together vain ; but this makes the e;chortation 
come with peculiar force and energy, ** Work 
** out your own falvation with fear and trembling : 
*♦ for it is God that worketh in you both to 
** will and to do of his good pleafure*." 

It will be a fuppprt to the prefent argument to 
obferve, that fome ftnfe of the weaknefs qf hu- 
man nature, and its ihequality to any thing ar- 
duous and difficutt, feems to have been pretty 
iiniverfal' in every country and in every age of 
the world. Thus among the ancient Fffeathens, 
of whom we have the fillleft account, all great 
enterprizcs were fuppofed to be undertaken at the 
ihftfgation, and executed' by the ailiftance, of 
fome fuperior power. Their poets always gave « 
out,, that themfelvcs were tnfpired, and their 
hero dire&ed by fome deity ; and moderns ge'% 
nerally fuppofe, that the very imagination of this 
had no fmall influence on the fuccefs of the at« 
tempt* The interpofition of deities was, indeed, 

•• Phil; ir, n, 13. 

' fo 
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fo remarkable in the moft eminent ancient poetry 
that it has been reckoned a branch of their art, 
didinguifhed by a particular name, called the 
machinery, and is now infeparably joined, at 
Icaft, to one fpecies of poetry. Nay, it was a 
pretty general belief among fome nations, that 
every particular perfon had an angel, fpirit, or 
genius, to whofe care he was committed, who 
afllfted him jn difficulty, and proteded him in 
danger. Does not all this then evidently prove, 
that a perruafion of fuperior aid muft have the 
mod happy influence onour activity and diligence 
in duty, and our progrefs in^olinefs? Doth it 
not make it reafonable to expefl, that thofe who 
truft to nothing better than their owa ftrength, 
will be proportionably low in their attempts, 
and deficient in their fuccefs ; but that thofe whofe 
eyes are fixed for direAion upon God, and who 
live in a continual dependence on his grace, will 
become truly partakers of a divine nature i 

Now, is not this the diflinguifhing charafier- 
sfttc of the fcheme of redemption by free grace, 
that it gives lefs to man, and more to God, thaa 
any other plan ? It feems indeed particularly to 
point at this very defign in every part of it, to 
abafe the pride of man, and to exalt the grace of 
God. Self-denial is the firft condition of the 
gofpel, and a renunciation of all (Self-dependence 
is the lelTon co^itinued through the whole. 

** Surely 
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<< Surely in the Lofd have I rightcoufnefs and 

** ftrength/* may be called the motto of every 

Chriftian, is a fhort and comprehenfive fummary 

of his faith, and the great foundation of his hope 

and truft. As then it has been (hewn, that he 

is halMtualiy inclined to obedience, with what 

alacrity and vigour will he apply himfelf to his 

duty, fince he believes that Almighty power is 

Gonftantly engaged in his behalf; and. that hovK* 

ever unable he may be of himfelf, for any thing 

'that is good, yet a thorough and efFeAual 

change will be wrought in him by divine power ? 

What a firmnefs and fortitude muft be infpired 

by the following paflage of the prophet Ifaiah, 

and other promifes in the fame firain ? *^ Haft 

'^ thou not known, haft thou not heard, that 

^< the everlafting God, the Creator of the end« 

** of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary I 

*^ there is no fearching of his under (landing. 

^^ He giveth power to the faint i and to them 

*^ that have no might he increafeth ftrength. 

^^ Even the youths ihall faint and be weary, 

*' and the young men fhall utterly fall. But 

they that wait on the Lord ihall renew their 

ftrength : they (hall mount up with wings 

*' as eagles ; they (hall run and not be weary, 

•* they (hall walk and not faint ♦/^ 

But 
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But QOWy perhaps, alter HI thea^vanfia^ of 
4l»is doiStcine polniced out ia U^ , pre^ediiig. dr^ 
CQurfq, fome will bje. r^ady to a& me, if it €an^ 
not poifibly be applied ta the encauragemetH of 
impiety, ox ferve to io&ci afupine flpth andtiiegr 
ligencjs ? To jthis I am ready to anfwer^ %. fonae 
.who profefs it» it may -, but by thofe who really 
iielieve it^ It never can. There i& no pant of the 
inrord, or providence of God> that m^y not ho, 
cc that bath not fnoquead; in^faA beeii, abufed to 
bad purpofts;, by wickedr tmn under thedoaiinion 
of th^ir l4^$. Butt in order to remoy6^ambigt^- 
ity> it h propec to obferve, that wherever there 
i3 a national profeiSoa of any religiQuaprinclpIea» 
^^re inuft be ma^^y who* are not believfirs^ in 
4);qr Qthei^ feaiS^. tban th^t: they bane Imen. aecui^ 
tg^m^i tp hc4r Cv^^^and fucb thin^ a&rtsd,. hare 
Ipfiier enquived iii^< nof doi^ed^ fsldom even 
bought of them,, and fo do not difbeiieve ibem. 
But there is a gnear diifefence between fuch a 
Kradidonary belief as may produce a cuftomary 
lirofeffion^ and fuch a real and inward pe rfu»fion 
a& will change the hearty and influence the prac- 
Tice. That thisre may be ferae of the firft fort 
of believers in the doftrine of ifrtputed righte- 
4Du£hefs> who are not holy, or perhaps abufe it, 
ill under Oood, to unholinefs, I am willing to 
;allowj but that all thofe who believe it upon 
cepji and perfonal convidlion, muil be moft con- 

fcientious 
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feientious in the pr^ce of ^#fy iiK^ml duty, I 
hope* bath been cl^^fly made aptpeer m ther pre^ 
ceding p3ig€«. 

The siboyio i^ a)) that wast* Mi. intondec^ in 
the profeci^tioa 0$ tbia arguinent i but, peiiiap^y 
it will not bo ii^proper, before difmiffing the 
/uhje^t to make a few reftedtions upon the re- 
ception which it baith jut t with> and mtft ftrH 
exped to meet wilh in the world; uponJt»imw 
portance an^ J^rppf^r applieatJQn, 

It is yery certajn» being neither depied bf 
ikiends iKur eneoiie^, that this dndrine bath^ tn 
all age8» nol opiy bdexi attacked' with the wea<- 
pon^ (^ kui9^» m^om> but gonoidUy aifo loaded 
with i»u^h rcpfjWPh. api €iM!iif9»pt« Afittf rfierev 
forQ it hath b^mi. fo.fj^P dfilirn4ed^ aa may ra;tt8fy 
^.^sylmpAitisfhaiindi anditsk>fiufinceupon>pFae«- 
i¥». denmnftrated', I obfer ve^ tha^t wK^cev^r 'imr 
pfeffion this fz£\ may make upon others, it feema 
to me no (mail; con&rmatjon of its t»ith) as- con^*- 
ing fcom God, that it iS' contrary to the fpkh? of 
the world. This h both agreeable to Scripture 
aj}d to fdund reafon. The doftrrne of *^Ghrift 
*< crucified,** the apofMe Paul tells us, ** was to 
♦* the Jews^aftumbling^block, and to the Greeks 
*A fooliftneft *."* A<id, fpeaking of the effeft of 
the publication of this-doftrine, he fays, *-* Yfe 
•*- fee your- calFhig, brethren, how that not 

** many 
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*< many wife men after the flefli, not many migh* 
*' ty, not many noUe are called. But God hath 
'* chofen the foolifli things of the world to con* 
^* found the wife; and God hath chofen the 
*^ weak things of the world to confound the 
^^ things which are mighty ; and bafe things of 
^ the world, and things which are defpifed'y 
** hath God chofen, yea, and things ^hich are 
^ not, to bring to nought 'things that arc*/* 
This we are not to underftand, as if the apoftle 
yielded, that the gofpel was not agreeable to true 
wifdbm, or that the proper and legitimate ufe of 
human wifdom w^ild not lead us to embrace it : 
but it contains a ftrong mtimatton of a truth 
not commonly attended to, that great natural 
abilities have pretty much the fame influence on 
the moral chara£ler with great wealth or tem- 
poral profperity. They are both i\pt to intoxi- 
cate the mind, and lead to pride, arrogance^ 
and felf- conceit : and perhaps intelle£lual pride 
is as great an obAruf^ion to the difcovery of truths 
as any bad difpofition whatfoever. We are alfo 
taught, that God ordered and difpofed of things 
in this manner, for the wife ends of his provi'** 
dence, for the fubje£lion of the arrogance and 
boafled wifdom of men : or in the words of the 
apoftle, ** That no flefh {hould glory in his pre- 
'* fence.*' The reception then which this doc- 

trine 
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trine ufually meets with^ fliould be To far from re- 
maining as a prejudice or objei^idn againft its truth 
or utility, that, on the contrary, it fhould contri* 
bute to iatisfy us, that it is the real and genuine 
do6lrin<of Chrift, fmce it meets with the fame fort 
of oppofition, and from the fame quarter, with 
which this was encountered at its iirft publication. 
And indised, befldes this exad correfpondence 
between the event, and what the Scripture gives 
us resfon to expert, as to the reception of the 
gofpel in the world, I apprehend it ought to be 
a general prejudice in favour of its truth, con* 
fidering the original it claims, that it doth not 
carry on it any of the marks- of human wifdom. 
Itieem^tolie (if I may fo fpeak) quite out of 
the way of human imagination and contrivance, 
' and is diametrically oppofite, in its whole ten- 
dency, to the moft prevailing human inclina- 
tion, viz. felf-efteem, pride, and vain-glory. This 
indeed is the true reafon why this doctrine is fo 
unacceptable to the world, efpecially the ambi^^^ 
tious part of it, that it is diredly levelled againft 
their corrupt affe£tions« It gives a view of the 
holiaefs, purity, andjufticeof God, which is in- 
tolerable to all thofe who are not willing to break 
their league with fin and vanity. And when jt 
is truly complied with, it not only divorces men 
from their former attachment to fin and fenfuality, 
bitC will not fufier them to glory, even in their 
new cbarader* AH who fiibnit unfeignedly 

to 
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whdiy iridd>ted for forgivenie6 «.nd accqxanoe, 
for tbeir prefent boline& and their future happi- 
nefit tothefree» tmmexited graoeof Qod^ tiow: 
hard iiich a iacrifiise is, none can cdntom inrha 
have not fome acquaintance with vital^ expert^ 
mental religion. Now, what is the fiaoft natu-^ 
ml inifevencefrom this i Is it n6t, thdt we have 
not the fcnailleft reafon to ITuipefib this do6lnne ta 
be a ^^ cunningly devtfed fable," but aiay reft 
ffffiired^ that it 19 ''^ the wifdom and the power 
^ of God for fabation, to every one that be«. 
« Heveth*. 

This leads me to obfcrve, That if the reafon>* 
mg which the reader hath penifcd upbn this &b^ 
je€t be juf^ and concluA^rei there is. one circttm- 
fiance in which this ^' doctrine accotding to. 
•' godlinefe" eflentially differs from air other 
Schemes or fyAems of morality. It is, that any 
ef tbefe fyftems ajman may underftand, embrace 
and defend, without having his heart mide better, 
or his morals fet^ured or improved, by it at all $ 
whereas it is tmpoffible, that any man can real- 
ly, and from the heart, embrace the doArmd 
of Chrift's impated righteoufnefs, Withottt being 
fiinStfied by it, >< dead to fin, and Mve to Gt^J* 
That the firft of thefe afiertions b t^qe, .the Jh^es 
and charafters of fame noted wttters.on the fonn*^ 
dation of morality^ have been, and are afi unde* 

* Ron, i. x$, 

niablc 
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niable prtodf : fotne of them -4© indeed cx-prdfej)'. 

yield it ; And it is evidently yielded, by ift»p]ica-». 

tion, in M the late writings^ wke^e there is fo 

frequent meation of the fmall influence tkat fpe* 

eolation has up^n prai^Ice. On this is founikd 

what a ktc acute and eminent writer * jviftiy 

calls the mafber prejudice of tliis age, viz. *< The 

** innocence of error," This may as well be 

exprefled by itscotrntefpart,- the ukiprofitableneft 

er inefficacy of tr^ith, which furely ought to be 

but a weak recommendation of what is called 

truth by thole who hold fuch an opinion. 

That the other affertian is juft, hath been the 
poi&t undertaken to be made out in this ^^y : 
and whoever will but confider how unacceptable 
^is dodnne is to "mankind in general, may be fa*^ 
tisfied that there can be no eiFecSiual inducement 
to embrace iti trli there be fuch a difcovery and 
fenfeof the evil and danger of fin, as is utterly in- 
Oonfiftent with a volumaryrontinuance in it. The 
apparent Aate of the vtfible church, in which 
vice and wickednefs fo ihamefully abound, will 
be no ofojedion to this, if what I tainted above 
be recolleiSed f, that there is a great difference 
between a nominal or cuftomary profef!ion, and 
real belief. As to the few more zealous and 
eminent afiertors of this doftrinc, who fome- 
times greatly di?(honour th^ir profeffion, the an- 
fwer is eafy. They arc hy^^tUes by whom in- 

• Mr. Watburtofl. .*■ S<eT*8^^4« . 

e * deed 
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deed great *^ offences do come ;" an^ the weak 
and unftable fall over the ftumbling-block, and are 
tempted to doubt the reality of religion, by this dif- 
covery of the faUhood of its profefibrs. But fuch 
can never be fairly ranked among believers, whofe 
garb and habit they only treacheroufly wore, for 
fome time, while they were in the intereft of 
another matter ♦. We may fay of them as the 
apoftle John fays, '* They went out from us, 

• Perhaps fome may think the late accounts publiihed of 
the Moravians an obje^ion to the juftnefs of this representa- 
tion. They are faid to be great affertors of the doctrine of 
. imputed righteoufnefs 5 and yet there hare not only appeared 
fome bad men among them, but they are univcrCUly charged 
as a fe£l with moft impious and fcandalous praflices. Perhaps 
candour and charity might have led us to fuppofe, that moft» 
or all thefe accufations^ were calumnious, if they had been af- 
firmed by none but avowed enemies to the do^ines which they 
efpoufe ; as the firft Chriftiant were charged by their enemies 
with eating human facrifices, when they met in private to cele- 
brate the Lord' 8 fu^per. But the cafe it feems is otherwife 
here ', for fome unCufpeded accufers have appeared, whom none 
can imagine prejudiced againft them for embracing the do6lrine 
of imputed righteoufnefs. I confefs myfelf to have fo little ac- 
quaintance with thofe Hernhutters, as they are called, either aa 
to their principles or praftices, that I cannot very fully handle 
the fubjeA; but, if there is no other objection to what it af- 
firmed above, no doubt an acquaintance with the true ftate of 
the cafe would enable us eafily to remove this. Perhaps, after 
all, the bad pra^ices charged againil them, may be only the 
confequence of fome defigning perfons getting in among them, 
and a great plurality may be innocent, or, at leaft, comparatively 
fo. But however this be, it is not certain (at Icaft to me) that 
they really embrace the fame do£lrine with us : they do indeed 
talk much of the Lamb, fpeak of hiding themfelves in his 
wounds, &c. but I think their language is peculiar to them* 
felves, and by no means the phrafeology either of Scripture, or 
of any other fe£l of CbrifHans. Belides,. as Count Ziozendorf^ 
their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is probable, 
Ihey are, juft a fet of deluded people, drawn away by his art, 
who may much more properly be faid to believe in hipi, than ia 
Cbrift. 

« but 
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•* but they were not of us ; for if they had been 
^^ of us, they would no doubt have continued with 
^ us, but they went out that they might be 
** made manifeft that they were not all of us *.*• - 
But this it not all -, for the reception of the 
doctrine of imputed righteoufnefs is not merely to 
be confidered as the beft means, comparatively, of 
producing, preferving and increafmg our fane- 
. tificatton and purity^ as fure and ^efFedlual, while 
Others are precarious, but it is the only way, and 
all others are ubfolutely infufficient for the pur* 
pofe. If this be indeed the do(5lrine of Chrift^ 
the fcripture- method of falvation, then it is not 
only true, but a fundamental truth. Of this we 
are frequently and fokmnly afTured in the word o^ 
God. ** 1 am the way (fays our Saviour) and 
*» the truth, and the life j no man cometh un- . 
** to the Father but by me f-" So fay the 
apofiles Peter and John, '' Neither is there 
«' falvation in any other : for there is none other 
*< name under heaven, given among men, where- 
" by we muft be faved J." It is therefore in vain 
for any to expeft an efFe<3:ual change of life, but 
by an acquaintance with Chrift, and him cruci* 
cified. We have indeed the cleareft evidence 
frona experience, that no human reafon, no argu- 
Olent whatever, drawn- from worldly conveniency, 
is at all fufficient to contend with violent ani 

•. t John ii. 19, f John xK 6. J A«s ir, sx. 

^ Voh. L £ finful 
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finAil habits. We fee many ncimples of pcrlons 
of excellent uiMlerftanding and knowledge in other 
matters, nay, whocan reafonflrongly and juflly 
upon the bad conlequence* of vice in others, 
fbitictimes even in themfelves, who will yet go on 
to ruin their name, l^mily, fortune and health, 
while they arc Jlaves to evil habits : nothing will 
change them but the grace of God. 

And as we have feen above, that our own righte- 

oufnefs in its beft ITate is wholly ineSe£)ual for 

our acceptance with God, fo all who have any 

•xpedacions of this kind from it plainly Ihow, 

that they have fuch defective views of the extent 

and obligation of the divine law, as are incon- 

fiftent with an unfeigned univerfal fubmiffion to 

it. This is a matter of the laft importance, and 

ought to hi particularly recommended to the fe- 

rious confideration of fuch as may have, at fbme 

times, fomc imperfect conviiSions ; fuch as from 

a wearjnefs and fatiety of (inning may give a 

temporary preference lo a life of religion, and 

raife a feeble ineffedlual wifh with Balaam, that 

they might " die the death of the righteous." 

'Tu^.. .^....(.f tr, ko tniA »i.-it no endeavours to be 

:, no abftinence from 

mement for others re- 

n in their own ftrengtb, 

wn offered or truftcd in 

HfkatioDj win he k- 
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ccptcd, or is worthy of being fo; that nothing 
jwill be truly efFefiual, till they fee their loft con« 
dition, and believe in Chrift, firft for pardon, and 
then for fanfiification, " to the pra^fe of the 
** glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us 
«* accepted in the beloved*." If they have any 
other plea, any other ground of hope and truft, it 
fliall undoubtedly fail them ; they muft remaiit 
under a fentence of juft and legal condemnation, 
and (hall finally perifli 5 for " he that believeth 
" 'in the Son hath everlafting life ; but he that 
*« believeth not the Son (hall not fee life, but the 
*• wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36 f.'* 

I ant 

* Eph. i. 6. 

-)- The application of th/cfep^irases, of Scrtpture, to the par* 
ticular principles above maintained, will, perhaps, he thought 
to include in it a very fevere and uncharitable condemnation of 
many Chriftians, whodifferin judgment upbn the point of juAi* 
fication. And indeed I pretend no great fricndfliip to the fei\];i- 
snents fo frequently exprei&d of late, *^ That it is a fmall mat- 
" ter what a man believes, if bis life be goo^.'* Tjxe affertion 
might perhaps be allowed, if it did not contain a fdolUh and un- 
reafonahle fuppoHtion, that a man may believe wrong, and yet 
lead as good a life as he that believes right ; the contrary to 
which will always be expected by him who gives credit to the 
vord of God, that his people arc " fanftified through the truth," 
As to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greateft oppofers of 
the truths above defended, I never did eftcem them to beChrif* 
tians at all ; fo the confequenc^ w^ith regard to them, may bf 
^afily admitted. But it will be thought hard to fay the fame 
thing of the Arminians. However, if the righteoufnefsof Chrift 
is the only ground of our j unification, and the reception of him 
in this charad^er the true principle of fapdli^cation, I do not fee 
how we can avpid concluding the danger of thofe vrho z€t upon 
any other plan. And yet I am perfuaded there have been, an4 
are many good men among them : which may be accounted for 
in this manner^ that their hearts are better than their under* 

E 2 i^andiflgs} 
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I am naturally ted to conclude this fubjefl:, hf 
obferving, that the importance, efficacy and ne* 
ceffity of the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift,* 
ftews how much it is the duty of all minifiers of 
the gofpely to make it the main and leading 
theme of their fermons. The preaching of the 
golpel is by the apoftle Paul, in a very juft and 
expreHive manner, (liled, preaching '* the, un- 
*' fearchable riches of Chrift." In him every 

prophecy, precept, promife and truth is centered. 
His charaSer and work as a Saviour is held forth 
in a variety of lights in the facred oracles, and in 
every opening. or view that is given us, fo to 
/peak, of the difpenfations of divine providence 
and grace, he is the chief figure, or the termi- 
fiatiph of the profpeft. If therefore we would 
Jcnow wh^tefieem is due to our Redeemer in our 
hearts, and how high a place he ought to hold in 

jftandings ; and they are habitually under the government of 
■principles, which, through fome miftaken views, and groundlcfs 
fears of their abufe, they fpeak of more fparirgly, or rather 

' feem to eftablifh the contrary portions. The proof of this afler- 
tion I take from their own writings, particularly from the dif- 
ference between their fermons and other difcourfes, and thofc 
forms of prayer which they have drawn up, and not only recom - 
mended to others, but left behind them as a witnefs of their own 
exercife in their clofets. -If they be fuppofed to feel the fenti- 
ments which theyexprefs in their prayers, it can eafily bemade 
appear that thefe fentimentscan only be dif^atedbythe dodlrine 
of free grace. If what they fay of themfelves be true in its na- 
tural and obvious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity 
obliges us to fuppofe, it muft be altogether vain to lay the leaft 
ilrefs upon their own righteoufnefs for their acceptance with 

.Cod, 

our 
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6ur views of religion, let us obferve the regard -, 
paid to him by the facred writers. They derive 
almoft all their motives to every moral duty, from 
what he hath done, and is flill doing for us, and 
feem to delight even in the repetition of his name. 
I am perfuaded thofe who are accuAomed to the 
devout and ferious perufal of the word of God, 
will not reckon it '* enthufiafm," when I fay,- 
that thefc writers appear to be warmed and ele- 
vated above their ordinary meafure, when they 
celebrate his falvation; and that both in the old 
and new teftament, wherever we meet with any 
paflage Angularly lofty and fublime, there we may 
be fure thatChrift the Redeemer is the immediate 
theme. 

Juftification by the free grace of God, thro* 
the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, was the 
doctrine taught among Chriftians, in the earlleft 
and pureft ages of the church. And their depar- 
ture from it was the prelude to that univeifal cor, 
ruption of faith and worfhip, that relaxation of 
dtfcipltne, and diflblution of manners, v/hich 
took place in the ages following. It is alfo very 
remarkable, that this do6^rine was always fully 
and diftindly taught in thofe churches which ne- 
ver fubmittcd to the tyranny, or received thecbr- 
ruptiofis of the Romifh Antichrift; I mean thre 
ch ir/Ses of the Piedmontefe vallies, which by fo 
nidiiy juiicious writers, are fuppofed to be the two 

E 3 witnefles 
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witnefles mentioned in the Revelation, who fled 
into the wildernefs from the perfecution of the 
beaft, and phrophefied in fackcloth. The ac* 
counts which hare been tranfmitted to us of the 
principles held by them, long before the rcFbr- 
matlon, plainly ihow, that they maintained this 
do(ftrine from the beginning. And as it is well 
known that the reformation took itsfirA rife from 
the grofs and fcandalous application of the doc-^ 
trine of merit in indulgencieSyfo all the reformers^ 
without exception, were ftrenuous aiTertors of free 
grace. This was reckoned by them ^^ articulua 
*^ fiantis aut cadentis ecclefiae," by which the 
church muft ftand or fall. Particularly, our re-« 
formers in both parts of this iiland agreed in 
preaching the fame do<Slrine, and the emineiit 
piety of our fathers is a ftanding evidence of its 
force and efficacy. 

It doth not perhaps become, and probably it 
would not be fafe for me to enter into a particu* 
Jar examination of the manner of preaching in 
the prefent age j and therefore my reiledions up- 
on that fubjedl fhall be very few and general* 
What is mod obvious in our prefent fituation^ 
and what ought to ^ffc& Chriftians witb mod 
concern, is, the great prevalence of infidelity. 
This is the more furprifing, that we have never 
Wanted, and do not at prefent want, many able 
and eminent writers to (land up in defence of the 

goffel. 
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gofpely and refute tbe^hangeabie and inconfiften |< 
reafonings of infidels, whatever form tbcy (hall 
from time to time, tbmk fit to aflume, and on what- 
erer principles they fluH pretend tobutld. Bat, 
I am afraid, the beft defence of all is but too* 
much neglected, viz. 2^alous affiduous preach* 
ing the great and fundamental truths of the gof- 
peU the loft condemned ftate of man by nature,* 
and the neceffity of pardon through the righte- 
oufoefe^ and renovation by the Spirit, of Chrift. 
This would make a far greater number of thofe' 
who call themfelves by the name of Chrift, Chrif* 
tians indeed. And the vifible efficacy of hi$ doc* 
trine, would be a fenfibie demonftration of its* 
truth and divine original. If thefe truths are not 
contradicted, it may be fafely faid, that they arc by 
.many kept more out of view than formerly. And 
furdy we have no great caufe to boaff of our Trtf4 
provements in the preaching art, if its goodnefs 
is to be determined, like that of a tree, not by its 
blofToms, but its fruits. 

There is one obfervation which may fatisfy U5, 
that the preaching of the crofs of Chrift will moft 
ciFeflually promote real reformation. « It is, that 
thofe preachers who (to fay no more) approach 
neareft to making our own merit and obedience 
the ground of our acceptance with God, very fel- 
dom, if ever, give any alarm to the confciences 
of their hearefs. Let them recommend ever fo 

£ 4 pure 
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pure and high a flandard of morals, they are 
hi^ard without fear, and, if they preach elegantly^ 
with pleafure, even by the moft profligate. To 
fuch preachers, all vain worldly- minded people^ 
ufually attach themfelves, where they have not 
call off the very form of religion ; but moft part 
of ferious Chriftians, together with profeifing hy- 
pocrites, who cannot eafily bediftmguifhed in thie 
world) always follow preachers of another ftrain. 
It is eafy to fee the reafon of this from what 
hath been fa id above ; there are none who fet the 
ilrii^nefs and obligation of the law, the holinefs 
and juftice of God, in fo awful a light, as thofe 
who believe there is no fhelter from the fan<5iion 
,of the law, and the wrath of an offended God* 
but in the blood of Chrlft. Perhaps^ I am already 
.enfnared and expofed to cenfure, by affirming, 
that there are among us preachers of different 
drains. But it is fo certain a truth, that I can- 
not deny its and fo important, that I will not 
difguife it. 

Upon the whole, as the prefent afpeft of pub* 
lie affairs, as the {late of the world, and ch:^- 
rafler of the age, loudly call upon all of every 
ftation to exert themfelves with diliience for the 
fupport and revival of truth and righteoufnefs : I 
hope the minifters ofthegofpel will promote this 
end, by zealoufly labouring to bring men to the 
feving knowledge of Chrift, " the way,^ and 

" thQ 
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•* the truth, and the life — the foundation — ^ 
** the tried flone — the precious corner ftone,'* 
the ftrength and fecurity of the building. To 
deny, explain away, or ncgled to impart the 
truths of the everlafling. gofpel, is the way to 
leave the world in wickednefs ; but, by preach- 
ing them in purity, and with fimplicity, which, 
we have reafon to think, will be accompanied 
with " the dcmonflration of the Spirit," Tin- 
ners are reconciled unto God, the power of fin is 
broken in them, the divine image is formed in 
them, and upon thefe truths their hopes of eter- 
nal life muft reft and depend. Let us be ever 
ready to fay wi.h the apoftle Paul, ** God for- 
** bid that I (hould glory, fave in the crofs of our 
" Lord Jefus Chrift*." And let us quicken our 
diligence, and animate our endeavours, by rxpref- 
£ng, with the pfalmift David, our faith in the 
perpetuity of his kingdom. ^' His name (hall 
*♦ endure for ever: his name fhall be continued 
<< as long as the Cum and men (hall be ble/Ted 
«* in him ; all nations (hall call him bleil'ed. 
« Bleffed be the Lord God, the God of Ifrae^ 
** who only doth wondrous things. And bleffed be 
** his glorious name for ever ; and let the who'cr 
♦< earth be filled wiib his^ glory. Amen and 
" Amenf." 

• GaU vi, i4» t P^^l« Ixxii* 1 7i i^i 19. 
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Acts iv. i2. 

» 

Jf either is there falvation in afry other : /of 
then is rum other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we muft be faved. 

*T 19 not eafjr to concervc any fubjeft, at once 
more important in hielf, more feafonable in 
this age,' and more fuitcd to the dtfign of 
the prefent meeting, than the abfolutc neceffity 
of falvation through Christ. We live in an 
9ge in which (as is often^ compTained) infidelity 
greatly prevails ; but yet In which the caufe of 
truth bath much lefs to fear from the aflaults of • 
its operi enemies^, than from the treachery of its 
pretended advocates. The Jateft infidel writers 
have carried their own fcheme to fuch perfection, 
&r extravagance, that it muft difcredit the caufe 
in the eye of every fober judge *• And indeed 

the 

* See David H^me^ writings on merats throughout j where^ 
befides leaving out entirely our duty to God, which he hath In 
cDflunon with many other late writers, he exprefsly founds juf* 
tvce upon power and conveoiency, derides chaftity, and turns 
sun]|r of the moft usportftnt virtues into Ticcs* See- alfo Eflays. 
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the gofpel can fcarce receive a greater injury, 
than when any profeffing attachment to it, con- 
dcfcend to enter tht lifts with fuch abTurdittes* or 
give ground of fufpicion that they ftand in need 
of a ferious refutation. 

But there is another quarter from which we 
have much greater reafon to apprehend danger^ 
vi£. that clafa of mdi^ ^^^t' beiag nominal 
Cbriftiansy difguife.oc alter the g<»<pfH. in ocder 
to defend it. Tbefe often endeavour to give 
fuph views ofChriftianity, as will render it pa- 
latable to a corrupt worldly mind ; and inftcad 
of abafing, will foodh and gratify tl^e pride of 
mao« Hence the unnatural mixture often tp be 
feen of modern philofopby with ancient Chrif* 
tianity. Hence the fundamental dodrtnes of 
the golpel are fpftenedy concealed^ or denied; 
as, the loft and guilty ftatc of man by nature^ 
bis liabteneft to everlafting aiifery) and die ne- 
ceffity of that fatisiaAton and rraofom which 
was paid by our Redeemer when he died upon 
the crofs. Inilead of the&» are we not ma- 
ny times prefented with a chara^r of Chrtft 

en tht prindpfbt of morality and natutal religion ) the author 
•f which, lit one decifive blow, takes away all fim, by found- 
ing virtue on a dclufire feeling. Thefe writings are far from 
being hurtful in propartioa to the iAi:«fti:k>s of tSieir aathon t 
for thqfigh thQ pnnci^s coAtaiAed iji th«in are often retailed i« 
cpnveriation, yet it u only by way of amufemeoty on accounl: 
of their boldntis or ooveky, not one in An hiMdi«d afpearing^ 
tg b«ve any it riout convi^oa of their tmh» 

as 
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as a teacher only, and not a Sariour ; as one 
excellently qualifieel to reform the ab«irefr that 
had fome how or other crept into the world, 
but the real fourcc of which is hardly confefF- 
ed,; and never willingly brought into view i 
Is not our blefled -Redeemer thereby pot on a 
level, and exprefely ckflabd with "mortal reforoi* 
ers ? Perhapa indeed, a finail compliment of fa- 
periority is paid him ; which, how«v«iv there is 
ledifon to fufpeA ari£:s more from a prudent 
compliance with eftaUtflted faitl^ than from any 
inward and cordial cfteem. 

What could be.reafonaUy <xpe£led as the e£- 
fc£t of fuch condud ? No other Uvan we find 
by experience hath aAuaUy taken place^ that 
a cauft fo ill defended muft daily lofe giround* 
The nearer Chrifiianity is brought to the prin* 
ciplcs of infidels to ftJlcit their cfteemi the lefs 
eccafion will they fee for it at all; and when it i$ 
perverted from its original purpofe^ itcanexpe^ 
no countenance from it& real audw>r« . The truth 
if there be no more in the gofpel than many 
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'by their language and writings would lead us (o 
conceive, it is of fmall confequence whether it 
be eftibraced or not ; and there can be little me- 
rit in a fociety who have this as the defign of 
their union^ to fpread and propagate Chriftiaa 
knowledge. But very different are the fentiments 
exprelTed by the apofUe Peter in the text $ where» 

fpeakiog 
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fpcaking of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, he fays, 
*^ Neither is there falvation in any other : for 
.*< there is none other name under heaven given 
•* among men whereby we rauft be faved." 

I am fenfible, there are fome of the very per- 
fens hinted at above, who endeavour to explain 
away this text, and give it a very different mean- 
ing from that in which you will eafily perceive I 
underftand it. They make falvation to refer to 
the cure recorded in the preceding chapter, 
wrought upon the lame man ? a» if the apoftje 
bad faid. Neither is there a power of healing fn any 
other, &c. This is but one inftance among 
many of the force and conflraint they put upon 
'Scripture, in order to accommodate it to therr 
•own fentiments. I fhall not wafte your time by 
a tedious refutation of this criticifm,->as the fenfe 
I affix to the words will be fufficiemly fupported 
by what (haH follow on the fubjcft. They ap- 
pear to me plainly to affirm, that there is no 
^her way by which finners of mankind can es- 
cape everlaftingmifery, but through Chrift, 
' In difcourfing on thi» fubjeft, I propofe, thro* 
divine affiftance, 

T. After a little iITuftrating the meaning of 
the afiertion, to eftablilh and confirm its truth 
ftom the word of God.^ 
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II. To make a few refledlions on this fcheme^ 
and fhew, that it is not only moft felf- confident, 
but moft agreeable to the other parts of Scrip- 
ture, as well as to the vifible ftate of the world ; 
and therefore that thofe who, in reafonlng with 
infidels, depart from it in any meafure, do thereby 
betray the caufe which they profefe to fupport, 

III. I ihall make fome pradkal improvemeat 
of what may be faid. 

I return to the iirft of thefe. 

And as to the meaning of the aflertiony the 
word faving or falvation evidently fuppofes a ftate 
ofmiferyfrom which our deliverance muft be 
wrought ; and therefore no more than the full 
meaning of the paffage i^ expreflfed in what 
follows, That all the poftcrity of Adam are corii- 
ceived in fin, and brought forth in iniquity ; ali- 
enated in heart from the love of God, and ex- 
posed to the dreadful confcquences of his dif- 
pleafure. That they have not only accefs to 
' falvation through Chrift, biit that in this work 
be* hath no rival : it ts his, exclufive of all others: 
jb that no man, whatever be his charafter, or' 
whatever be his hope, (hall enter into reft, unlefe 
he be reconciled to God through Jefus Chrift. 

Now, that all mankind are by nature in a 
fiatc of guilt and condemnation, ia evident from 
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•die whde ttt$in of the holy Strtpturcs. This 
origidaUy conftituted the neceffity of a Saviour, 
and alone tlluftrale» the love and mercy of God 
in the appearance of his Son in our nature. Uit- 
lefs this is fuppofed, the whole difpenfations of 
the grace of God, both in the old teftament and 
in the new, lofc their beauty, and lofe their mean- 
ing ; nay, and would be juftly efteemed foolifli- 
ncfs, as they are in fad by all who fee not this 
foundation upon which they^are built. As our 
firft parents, and the earth for their fakes, were 
laid under a curfe immediately after the original 
tranfgreffion ; fo the eSt&t of this apoftacy on 
their pofterity are amply declared in Scripture. 
We have this repeated tefttmony from God him- 
felf concerning the old world, ^' And God (aw 
^^ that the wickednefs of man was great in the 
*' eartbf and that every knagtoaiion of the 
** thoughts of his heart was only evil continu- 
•^ ally*." And again, «* And the I^rd /aid in 
^* his hearty I will not again curfe the ground 
*' any mOre for man's fake ; for the imagination 
•* of man's heart is evil from his youth f.*' 

The rites and ceremonies of the Mofaic dif- 
penfation alfo, together with the wfafole haftory 
of providence contained in the old teflannent, fup* 
pofe the guilt and impurity- of our nature. But 
the gofpel, as it is in all refpeSs a clearer difpen* 
• Gea« vi. 5. f Cea. viii. M. 

fatioQ 
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fiition tbmi the former, ib it is ttioft full and ex- 
prefs upen this fubjed. Inftead of enumerating 
many pa(&ges, we may confult the eplAle of the 
apoftie Paul to the Romans, where there is a dif- 
tinSt and laboured illuftration of the guilt and 
apoftacy of all mankind ; towards the concludoh 
of which he thus exprefles himfelf: " For we 
•* before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they 
^* are all under fin j as it i* written. There is 
«* none righteous, no not one : there is none that 
*• underftandeth, there is none that feeketh afte^ 
•* God. They arc all gone out of the way, 
«* they are together become unprofitable ; there 
** is none that doth good, no not one *.'*— And 
a little after, ** That every mouth may be ftop- 
*• ped, and all the world become guilty before 
« Gt^d f." To this I fliall only add one paffagc 
from the fame apoftle : " Among whom alfo we 
** had OUT converfation in times paft, in the lufts 
•« of our flelh, fulfilling the defires of the flefli, 
** and of the mind ; and were by nature chil- 
•« dren of wrath, even as others J." 

That the fame Scriptures point out to us one 
only remedy for this our mifery, is equally evi- 
dent. Chrifl Jefus was promifed to our firft pa- 
rents under the defignation of the feed of the 
woman, who fhould bruife the head of the ferpent. 
He is afterwards promifed to Abraham as his feed, 

• Rom. iii. 9r-X2« f Rom. iii. 19. } Eph. ii;2^» 
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in whom all tbenations of the earth fliould be blefl*^ 
ed ; to Jacob as Shiloh, to whom the gathering 
of the people fhould be. He is pointed out by 
Mofes as the great prophet that fhould come into 
the world. And unlefs we fuppofe a typical re- 
ference to Chrifl in the legal waQiings, facrifi* 
ces, and other fervices^ they will appear altoge* 
ther unworthy of God, and altogether infufS- 
cient for the purpofes for which they were ufed. 
This indeed is affirmed by the apofile to the 
Hebrews, ** For it is not poffible that the blood 
•* of bulls and of goats (hall take away fins*." 
In the later prophets, there are many difiiniS): and 
particular, many high and magnificent defcrip* 
lions of the glory of Chrift's perfon, and th^ 
greatncfs of his work. The attention and expec- 
tation of every believer is dire<^ed to him ; and he 
is ftyled " the defire of all nations f." 

And in the new tedament, at his concepiion 
it is faid, ** Thou (halt call his name Jefus, for 
*< he (hall fave his people from their fins J." At 
bis entrance on his public miniflry, he is thus 
defigned by John the Baptift, " Behold the 
*' Lamb of God that taketh away the fin of the 
** world Ij." The great defign of his appearing 
in our nature, is declared in many paflages of 
Scripture. And as falvation is promifed to thofe 

♦ Hch. X. 4, "j- Hag. ii. 6, J Matt. i. 2I, 

I John i. 29. ^ 

who 
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miho believe, fo the condemnation of all unbe- 
lievers is necefTarily implied as its counter- part| 
and often exprefsly affirmed. Thus the apoftle 
John reprefenls our Saviour himfelf as teaching, 
^* God fo loved the world, that he gave his only- 
^^ begotten Son, that whofoeverbelieveth in him, 
" . fhould not PERISH, but have everlafting 
** life *." And when he gave commiffion to his 
diiciples to preach the gofpel, it was in thefe 
terms: •* Go ye into all the world, and preach 
*' the gofpel to every creature. He that belie v- 
'^* eth, and is baptized, (hall be faved ; but he 
** that belicveth not, fliall be damned f." The 
very meaning ©f the wctJ Gospel is glad tidings j 
'mporting not only the great, but the diftinguifh- 
ing happinefs of thofe who hear the mcflage,! and 
comply with the call. The apoflles, who fpread 
thefe glad tidings through the world, confidercd 
themfelves as bringing falvation to thofe who be- 
fpre fat in darknefs, and in the region of. the 
ihadow of death. And by thcj following defcrip- 
tion given by the apoftle Paul of the ftate of the 
Ephefians before converfion, may be feen what 
view he had of the condition of all who knew 
not God, as well as who believed not the gof- 
pel, ** That at that time ye were without Chrift, 
^< being aliens from the common- wealth of If- 
^^ rael, and Grangers from the covenants of pro^ 

• JohniUt x6« • fMarkxvi, 15, 16. 

" mife. 
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** m'lkf havings no hope, and without Qod in 
•* the world *." — From the above funimary,^ I 
hope it clearly appears, that, according to th^ 
Scriptures, there is no falvatipn in any other 
than in Jefus Chrift of Nazareth. 

It will, however, be proper, for the further 
illufiration of this fubje^it, to consider a little to 
what this dodrine ftands oppofed. And though 
it is impofTible diftindly to en umerfite every thing 
that may in fprne ftiape or other be put in Chrift'$ 
room, or attempt to i:ob him of his gWy as a 
Saviour ; yet, in general, they may all be re- 
duced to the two following heads : iftt Falfe re- 
ligions, and unini^ituted rites; adly, Self-righ. 
teoufnefs, or the merit of our own. defedive 
obedience to the moral law. It is necefiary to, 
confider each of thefe by itfelf, and to ftate the 
bounds between them : for however little rela- 
tion they may feem to have one to another, 
they are oftieo mingled together in our apprehen- 
sions, and mutually fupport and firenghthen each 
other's caufe. 

In the firft place, then. All wor(hip of falfe 
gods, holding for truth what hath not the ftamp 
of divine authority, and all uncommanded wor* 
Ibip, be the objed of it what it will, is wholly 
inefFedual to falvatton : nay, fo hr is any thing 
q{ this l^ind from being fufficient to fupplanl, or 

proper 



proper to co-operate wUh what Chrifl hath done, 
that it is detedable in the fight of God. Perhaps 
it ofiay be thought, that this is of fmall moment, 
and wholly suiworthy of notice ; as in thele days 
few or ttone will (b mnch as pretend, except in 
jeft, to lay any (lref$ upon fabulous deities, or 
fiiperftitaoifs pradiices of human invention. But 
I did not chufe to omit it, becauie it appears to 
me a thing peculiarly iniifted on in the holy 
Scriptures, which contain nothing unneceiTary, 
It is alfo very much the objed); of the refcntment 
of infidels *. At the (ame time, many pretended 
Chriftians have, by defign or inadvertance, fpoke 
too much the language of infidels on this fubjedl, 
or on fgbje£ls nearly related to it. 

How much ftrefs the Scriptures lay upon the 
knowledge of the true God, nay, how pernicious 
and deftru£tive all falfe religions are, it were eafy 
to (hew at great length ; but a few hints will 
fufiice, as it is not a point controverted fo much 
as neglefled and forgotten. The v^ry firft com* 
mandment of the moral law is, *< Thou fhalt 
«♦ have no other Gods before mef." And the 
fecond, which forbids uninflituted worfhtp, 
hath this ftrong fan£tion, ^^ For I jthe Lord 

• It it very remarlcaUe, that though infidels always Ctt out 
00 pretence of fearching, impartially after truth j yet they h?ve 
unanimoufly agreed in putting truth and error entirely upon the 
fame footioa, btth as to worth a^d in%ei|ce. , 

f Exod. XX. 3. 
5 •* thy 



^6 The Absolute KfiCESsiTV of 

<* thy God atn a jealous God, vifiting the 
« iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto 
«* the third and fourth generation of them that 
<« hate me*." Through the whole old tefta- 
ment, the idolatry and falfe worfliip of the Hea- 
thens is reprefentcd as highly crinvinal in them, 
and an abomination in the fight of God. It is 
there confidered, not as a fmall part, but as the 
firft and moft provoking of their enormities ; 
and in particular, is affigned as the ground of the 
utter extirpation of the nations of Canaan* In a 
perfeS confiftency with which, in the charge 
brought againft them by the apoftle Paul, this is 
the leading part or ground-work of the whole, 
*< Becaufe that when they knew God, they glo* 
*< rified him not as God, neither were thank- 
** ful ; but became vain in their imaginations, 
*« and their foolifli heart was darkened f,* — And 
" changed the glory of the incorruptible God, 
** into an image made like a corruptible man, 
^< and to birds, and four-footed beafts, and 
*' creeping things J." 
The great end alfo of the feparation of the 

children of Ifrael, and their being kept from in- 
tercourfe with other nations, was, that they might 
be preferved from idolatry. To the wor(bip of 
the true God their bleffings are promifed, and 

P £iod. xx» 5« ' t Rom, U ii« % IbM* ver. 23. 

againft 
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agarnft dcfeftion from his ferVice to other gods 
the beavieft curfes are denounced. Thus, after 
an enumeration of the blefiings that (hould attend 
tfaem if chey kept God's commandments, it is faid, 
^ And thou (halt not go afide from any of the 
« words that I command thee this day, to the 
** rtgbt-hand or to the left^ to go after other 
*.< gods to ferve them *" And when they flood 
before the Lord, to cntef into his covenant, it 
is faid, ** For ye know how we have dwelt in 

. " the land of fegypt, and how we came through 
** the nations which ye pafled by. And ye have 
" &en their abominations, and their idols, 
** wood and ftone, filver and gold, which were 
" among them. Left there flioiild be among 
** you, man, or woman, or family, or tribe, 
*< whofe heart turneth away this dJiy from the 
** Lord our God, to go and ferve the gods of 
" thefe nations ; left there (hould be among you 

, " a root that beareth gall and wormwood fj\ 
The fame thing may be feen running through 
the whole of the prophetic writings." Almoft' 
every judgment of God threatened or infiiAed, Is 
afcribed to their idolatry as its caufe. I only men- 
tion onepaflage, not /or any thing particular in it» 
bift as a fuflicient fpecimen of the whole. It is 
a meflage from God by 'Ezekiel to the children 
of Ifrael : ** Therefore fay unto the houfe of 

• • Deut. xxvhi. 14. f tJdut. xxix, 16, 17, 18. 

Vd l. L , F « Ifrael, 
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^* Ifraely Thus faith (he Lord God, Repent and 
V ^* turn youi^felves from your idols, and turn away 
'* ^our faces from all your abominations. For 
« every one of the houfe of Ifrael, or of tlie 
*^ ilrangcr that fojourneth in Ifrael, which fe- 
^'* parateth himfelf from me> and fetteth up his 
<( idols in his heart, and putteth the ftumbling- 
'* block of his iniquity hefort his fact, and 
«'• Cometh to a prophet to enquire of him concern- 
^' ing me i 1 the Lord will anfwer him by myielf^ 
<' and I will fet my face againft that man, atnd' 
*< will make him a fign and a proverb^ and I wiH 
** cut him pfF from the midft of my people^ and 
*' ye (hall know that I am the Lord*.'* 

In the very fame manner, in the new tefta- 
ment, embracing the gofp^l of Chrift, and con* 
t'nuing (ledfaft in the faith, is required as abib- 
lutely neceflary to falvation : *' He that believcth 
*^ on the Son., hath everlaftiog life^ and he that 
^* believeth not the Son, fliall not fee life, but 
'** the wrath of God abideth on him f.'* The 
importance of holding the truth vvithout fnix-. 
ture, is plainly declared in the folio wing^paflage: 
*' Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, 
** and one convert him i let him know, that he 
^* which conyerteth the finner from the error of. 
" his way, (hall fave a foul from death, and 
*' {hall hide a multitude of fins J," 

* £zek. xiv, 6, 7; .8t f John ill. 36. J James r, j^,xo, 

'■ . - It 
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It had been eify to have given a much larger 
proof of this from Scripture ; but it is unnecef-- 
fary ; for our enemies themfelves confefs it, nay 
objeifl it as a ground of reproach. How many> 
invcftivcs h&ve we from infidel writers againlt 
the unpeaceable, unfocial fpirit of the Jewiih 
firft, and afterwards of the Chriftian religion ? 
aoid how often are thefe contrafted with the mild 
and afTociating temper of the Heathen worfhip* 
pers ? Among them it implied no abfurdity, that 
different nations ihould have different gods, and 
different forms of worfliip ; nay, they often inter- 
mixed, compounded, and mutually adopted each 
others worfliip. The Athenians, that' wife peo- 
ple, were fo prone to receive every foreign rite, 
tbar they got this character from an ancient wri- 
ter (whether by way of encomium indeed, or fa- 
tire, is at this diffance uncertain) that they were 
hofpitable to the gods. According to the fenti- 
ments of modern, unbelievers, they would dsferve 
much praife f6r this 5 but, according t;o the kii'- 
timents of an infpired apoftle, '* ptofeiBngthem- 
" felves wife, they became fools,'* 

In this then it is acknowledged, that the gof* 
jJel of our falvation cflentiaDy differs from every 
liuman invention ; that it conftantly reprefentsit- 
felf as THE Truth, and all things oppofite to it, 
as falfe, difhonourable to God, and unprofitable ' 
to men. This has been the cafe in every ftep of 

F 2 its 
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its progrefs, from its firft rife in the comparative 
'obfcurity of the original promife* through all the 
preparatory di&overtes of fucceedisg ages, to its 
complete manifeftation in the fuitiefs of tune. 
And though jt has been expofed on this account 
to the virulent reproaches of men of corrupt 
minds, it is but fo much the more credible, and 
appears to be from the one only, the living, un« 
changeable, and true God*. 

it may be proper here to obferve, that it is 
either the fame ob}e£tion afiuming a different 
form, or one very much like it, when it is al- 
ledged againft the gofpel. That it lays too much 
ftrcfs upon mere belief of the truth. T0 this 
fome have, perhaps by miftakin^ the true, fpring 
of the objedHon, given a ver/ wrong and dan- 
gerous anfwer. They deny the fafl, that the gofpel 
does lay too much, or any ftrefs at all upon bare 
belief feparate from goodnefs of life. The dan- 
ger of this anfwer does not lie in its being falfe, 
but in its being ambiguous, incomplete, and in a 
great meafure improper. It feems to allow, at 
leaft not to deny, that there maybe fmcere belief, 
while yet it is not attended with its proper fruits. 
Thus unbelievers, whofe real quarrel is with 
ih^ alledged importance and efficacy of the truths 
are hardened in their indiiFerence and difregard 

• See this fubje£l handled with great clearnefs and precifion 
}>y Dr. WaiburtoB in his Divine Legation of Mofe». 

to 
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to it ; whereas they ought to be taught to confi- 
6tr the principles which areproduftive of real re* 
formation, as more excellent in themfelves, as 
both necefiary and eiFedual for this purpofc, 

Tlic gofpel does indeed lay great flrefs upon 
belief of the truth, not without, but as the only 
way of producing holinefs. Many paflagcs may 
be cited from the old teftament, in which going 
after falfe gods,' and committing other groft 
crin^s, are repreiisnted as infeparabh branches of 
the £ime charader; and worfhipping and ferving 
^c true God, as a fummary defcription of univer- 
fal obedience *• And manygaf&ges may be pro- 
duced from the new teftament, in which the good 
cffe£ls of the truth, and the mifery of departing 
from it, as neceffarily implying an unfandlified 
itate, are declaFedf* From all this I conclude, 
that Chrift Jefus, the promife of old made unto 

the fathers, the hope of Ifra^l, the light of the 
world, and the end of the law for righteoufnefs 
to every one that believeth, is the only Saviour 
of finners, in oppofition to all falfe religions, and 
every uninftituted rite; as he himfelf fays, *' I 
*' am the way, and the truth, and the life: no 
*« man cometh unto the Father but by me J," 

* SeeDeut. xxix, 18, 19. Numb. xxv. i, 1. f See 

John viii. ?r, -z. Id. xvii. 17. ajohnver, 4, Col.i. 5, 6. 
J John xiv. 6* 

F 3 But 
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But, 2dly, Chrift is the only Saviour, in opr 
pofuion to ihe merit of our own obedience to the 
moral law. I know, fome will be ready to fup* 
pofe, that though falfe religion and uninftituted 
lites may have no pofitive influence in procuiing 
Salvation to thofe who embrace them, yet they 
may not ivinder their acceptance with God by 
virtue of their own perfonal merit and obedience. 
On this fubje<3 there are many things which de* 
ferve a more particular and diftin^ confederation 
than there is room for at prefent; fuch as, I, 
That all falfe religion is not merely unprofitable, 
but highly criminal in the figfat of God. Thus 
the apoflle Paul, <^ Bull fay, that the things 
•« which the Gentiles facrifice, they facrifice to 
*' devils, and not to God : and I would not tha( 
*« ye (hould have fellow&ip with devils*."— 

2. That all who embrace not the truth as it is in 
Jefus, mufi neglcft the whole duties of the firft 
table of the moral law, and fo their obedience 
be not only greatly, but effcntially defeflive.— 

3. That the Scriptures give us no ground to be* 
Jieve, that falfe principles can produce any vir- 
tue but what is fpurious. But inftead of infift- 
jng upon thefe at prefent, Ifliall only attempt to 
{hew, that the Scriptures exclude all human merit, 
and indeed feem to have it as their exprefs pur- 
pofe, to {lain the pride of all human glory ; and 

* I Cor. X. fto* 

therefore 



SALVATiorJ through Christ. io'J 

therefore that no pretence of this kind can poili- 
bly be admitted. 

And here I (hal^ wholly pafs the facrifices of 
atonement under the Mofaic difpenfation, be*' 
oaufe they- all pointed at thefacifice offered by' 
Ghrift upon the crofs ; arid therefore, in the ac- 
count given of the end aJnd deftination of this^ 
Jaft, we may expe6l the cleared view of the grounds- 
of our acceptance with God; Now» Chrift appears 
in Scripture, " as the Lamb of God, which 
** taketh away the fin of the worlds" as ** giving 
«* bis life" for his people; as " bearing their fins 
•*• in his own body on the tree." And indeed eve- 
ry expreiEon is ufed that could wellbe imagined 
to fi^nify a propitiatory facrifice, ail atonement 
for fiR} or the punfflimene of an innocent perfon 
in the room and ftead of the guihy. If this was 
necei&ry for iny, it was necefTaryfor all ; and as 
there is not the leaft intimation given in Scripture 
of any diftinfiion, or hint, as if there were any 
perfons with regard to whom it was fuperfluous. 
Nothing, therefore, can (land more direflly op* 
poJIed to the defrgn of the gofpel, than any plea of 
toerit In man : and none do in faft receive it with 
more difdain, than thofe who truft in themfelves 
that they are lighteous. 

But, for oqr faiisfaif^ion on this point, we need 
only confuk the epiftlc to the Romans, before re- 
ferred to, as there is no part of the facred writings 

F 4 where 
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v/here there is a more full and canne£led account 
of the foundation of the gofpel. There, after 
proving that ail the world are become guilty be- 
fore God, the apoftle fays, ** Therefore by the 
?' deeds of the law, there (hall n6 fefli be jufti- 
** fied in his fight : for by the law is the know- 
" ledge of fin*. Being juftified freely by, his 
•• grace, thfoqgh the redemption that is in Jefus 
** Chrift : whom God hath fet forth to be a pro^ 
*< pitiation, through faith in his blood, to de- 
** clare his righteoufnefs for the remiiHon of fins 
^' that are paft, through the forbearance of 
•* Godf." And again, «« Therefore as by the 
** offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation -, even fo by the rigbteouA 
nefs of one,., the free gift came upon all cieil 
" to juftification of life J." Confbnant to thi« 
is the dp£lcine of the fame apofile elfewhere i 
Yea doqbtlefs, axid I count all things but lofsj 
for the excellency of the knowkdgc of Chrift 
JgCus my Lord : for whom I have fufFered the 
lofs of all things, and do count them but dung 
that I may win Chrift, and be found in him$ 
not having mine own righteoufnefs, which ia 
of the law, but that which is tbroygh the faith 
of Chri(}, the righteoufnefs which is of God 
*« by faith §." 

* Rora. Hi. 20. f lb. vdr. 24, 25, J Chap. v. iSi 

§ Phil. iii. S, 9. See alfo Rom. iv. 23 — 25t Tit, iii. 5, 
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I am not infonilble, that great pains have beefv 
taken, even by fome Chriftians, to evade the • 
force of thcfe paffages of Scripture, which ex- 
clude the merit of man's obedience from any 
(hare in 'his juftification before God. Particular- 
ly, the paflages from the epi(tie to the Romans 
are evaded,' by alledging, that the law, and the 
the works of the law, there, mean only the rites 
of the Mofaic difpenfation. This is not a pro- 
per time and place for entering fuUy into that 
controverfy ; and therefore I (hall only obferve, 
that, befides the cofrefpondence of the above in- 
terpretation with all the other parts of Scripture^ 
it may be fufficicntly fupported by this one confi- 
deration, That the apoftle, who is fpeaking both 
of Jews and Gentiles, cxprefsly ftates the oppo- 
fition with refpeft to our juftification between 
grace and debt, and excludes every thing that 
might make it of debt: *' Where is boafting 
*« then ? It is excluded. By what law ? of 
** works ? Nay ; but by the law of faith, 
** Therefore we conclude, that a man is jufiified 
•* by faith, without the deeds of the law f." And 
to the fame purpofe, a little after, '* Now to him 
** that worketh, is the reward not of grace, buC 
<< of debt. But to him that worketh not, but 
*' believeth on him that juftlfieth the ungodly^ 
«« his faith is counted for ntghteoufnefs ;( " What- 

^ Rom. ill. zy, z8. % Rom, iv. 4, 5. 
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ever would make our acceptance with God not 
free, or not of grace, is here excluded. Now^ 
certainly, as there is a much more plauiible plea 
of merit in favour of works of obedience to the 
moral, than the ceremonial law y the fit ft are at 
Jeaft as much excluded as the laft by the apoftle's 



reafoning*. 



Thus 



♦ It is eafy to ft refee, that a grand objeftlon agalnft what is 
raid on this head will be, That it is going upon a very narrow 
icheme, and a fcheme very uncharitable tomaay parties of Chrif- 
tians. It is the fa/hionable language of the age, to give large 
tncomiums upon charity, when the deiign is to level truth and 
falihocd j and to alledge, either that there is little difference 
between them, as to their, cfTedls, or that they cannot be dif- 
tingtilihed from one another by their proper marks. This is 3 
lubjtdl that needs as much to be fet in a proper light, as any I 
know. If the fenfe in which. charity in fentiment is- commonly 
uaderilood, viz, a fuvourablejudgment of the opinions ofothers, 
be the Scripture meaning of it, then certainly fome bounds 
ftiuft be fet to it ; and it muft be praife or blame- worthy, iic* 
cording to the cafes in which it is exercifed. I muft needs takA 
it for granted, that there are fome fundamental errors, and that 
it is pcffible to make ibipwreck'of the faith. Now, however 
common or fafhionablc it may be, to think, the farther charity, 
is extended the better : it may be demonftrated, that a favour- 
able Judgment of errors fundameatal, or defiru^ive of religion^ 
drth necefiarily imply either a light eftcem or weak perfuafion, 
of the truth, or both. This furely is no part of a truly Chrif* 
tian chara^er^ and if it be rightly denominated charity, it is 
become vicious by excefs. I confefs it appears tome, that juf* 
tification by free grace is a fundamental doctrine cf the gcfpel. 
If this be true, 1 am not wrong in having the deepefi fenfe of 
the danger of contrary opinions : nay, if I am miilaken, the 
confequenccs I draw from it, are no breaches cf charity, but the 
necefl'ary cffefts of an erxor in judgment j and fo I claim charity, 
in my turn from my adverfaries upon their own principles. 

But I am perrua^ded.the above is not the meaning of the vrtrA * 
Charity in Scrij}ture, but that it means an ardent and unfeigned 
love to otheirs, aiula delire of their "welfare^ tcAoporal aod eter- 
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Thus I have endeavoured both to explain and 
confirm the~affertioh in the text, That there is 
no falvation in any other but in Chrift. There is» 
however, one quefiion upon it which I would 
willingly pafs over in filence, but that the omif- 
miflion of it might, to fome intelligent hearers, 
weaken the conclufion, and make them reckon 
the fubjeft incompletely handled. The queAion 
is. Whether an objedlive revelation and explicit 
difcovery of Chrift, and what he hath wrought, 
IS liecefTary to falvation ? or if his undertaking 
may not be the ground of acceptance for many 
who never heard of his name ? Infupportof thelaft 
of thefe it is faid, That many of the ancient pa* 

isal y and ti»y very well confift with the ftrongeft abhorrence 

of their wicked prijicipks. We do find indeed in Scripture 

many charges, oot to judge one another, mutually to forbear 

one another in things indid'erent, and not to fuppofe that mens 

outward a£lions proceed from a bad principle which tiiey do 

net profefs. B-ut ttri« is never called charity j and it is, by the 

reafoning on it, exprefsly limited to things really indifrbrentia 

(heir nature. (See the xivth and xvth' chapters of the epii^le to 

the Homacs.) Perhaps it will be faid, icme tn^y judg:e things 

lb be ncceflary, which in truth are but indifferent. This can- 

>ot be denied ; but there is no help for it. It is a confci^ucnce 

cf the imperfection of human nature. Yet flJl every man mull 

jtdge for himfelf, and muft diftinguifh T>ctween things indite- 

TOit and oeceHary, in the beft manner he can. ]t is very re- 

mu-kable, that the apoftle John, who/peaks mofl of the tm* 

pcrtance of charity and mutual Ipve, batb alCo perhaps the 

fln&gftft expreflions of any of the apoftles, on the hatefulnefs 

anl danger of errdr. Thus be fays in his fecond epiftle, ver. lo, 

IT. ** If there come any unto you, and bring not this dc^rine, 

" sice'iyt hint net into your houfe, neither bid hiai God fpeeJ. 

'' for he that biddeth him God fpeed, is partaker of his evil 

" aeds.*' 

F 6 uiarchg 
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triarchs and prophets were far from having rfif- 
tin£t views of the perfon, charadler, and work» 
of Chi ift ; and if (as all fuppofe) his undertaking 
was available for their acceptance, why not of 
others alfo? On fuch a queftion, no doubt^ mo- 
dedy and caution is highly commendable, and 
perhaps it were wife in fome refpefls to fufpend 
the determination altogether. But thejre are cafes 
in which it comes neceflarily to be confidered : 
for inilance, I do not fee how it can be avoided, 
in fpeaking of the importance or neceiBty of pro- 
pagating the gofpel among the nations that know 
not God. 

Wc may therefore obferve, that the only juft 
foundation of our hope in God, either for our- 
felves or others, efpecially as finners, is his pro- 
mife. The firft of thefc ought to be precifely 
commenfurate to the laft. In fo far as it is de- 
fe(51ive, or falls fhort of this meafure, we are 
chargeable with unbelief; and in fo far as itest'^. 
ceedsi with pre fumption. Now, to wbomfodFtr* 
the true God is revealed in any meafure, as mer-^ 
clful and gracious, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrcf- 
fion, and fin; however oblcurely he points out 
the meritorious caufc of pardon, if they believi 
his word and accept of his mercy, they Qutl 
be faved ; as we are told, " Abraham believe!^ 
*' God, and it was counted to him for rigl^t^ ' 

** oufneik* . 
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** oufncfs ♦." As to any others, if they are iii 
abfolute ignorance of the true God, we muft 
fay, that there doth not appear, from Scripture, 
; any ground on which to affirm, that the efficacy 
of Ci|rift's death extends to them : on the con- 
trary, wc^arc exprcfsly told, that they have *• no 
** hopef." We find indeed in Scripture, that 
the difplay of divine perfeftion in the works 
of creation, and the conduA of providence, is 
reprcfented as rendei;ing tjie Heathens incxcufable 
in their contempt and negleS of God : ** Ne- 
•• verthelefs he left not himfelf without ^it- 
'* nefs, in that he did good, and gave us rain 
** from heaven, and fruitful feafons, filling our 
" hearts with food and gladnefst. Becaufe that 
" which may be known of God is manifeft in 
" them ; for God hath (hewed k unto them. 
** For the invifible things of him from the cre^ 
•* ^tion of the world are clearly feen, being un- 
** dcrftood by the things that are made, even 
*' his eternal power and godhead ; fo that they . 
** are without excufe ||/* Should any defire 
from thefe pafTages to infer, that if any of them 
made a jufl and dutiful ufe of thefe natural no- 
tices of God,"he would not fruftrate their fearch, 
but would had them to the faving knowledge 

'• Rom. iv. 3« f Seethe forectfted pafi»fc« £p]i. ii* la^' 
% A€t6 xiv. 17. II Rom. i. 19^ 20. 

c of 
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of himfelf, I have nothing to object againft the 
general poficion ; but I am afraid it will be dif- 
ficult to make any other legitimate ufe of this 
concefTion than the apoftle has made already, 
that they are ^* without excufe" in their eftrange- 
ment from God. One thing more we are au* 
thorifed from Scripture to fay, that their guilt 
is in proportion to their means of knowledge ; 
that they continue in their natural flate, and are 
not chargeable with the fin of rejeding the gof- 
pel which they never heard : ^* For as many as 
*^ have finned without law, (hall alfoperifb with- 
^< out law i and as many as have finned in the 
«* law, Oiall be judged by the law ♦."** 

I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, 
which was. To make a few reflections on this 
fcheme ; and ibew, that it is not only moft felf* 
confident, but moft agreeable to the other parts 
of Scripture, as well as to the vifible flate of 
the world ^ and therefore that thofe who, in 
reafoning with infidels, depart from it in any 
meafure, do thereby letray the caufe which they 
profefs to fiipport. 

We have many proofs of the ingenuity and art 
of perfons under the power of prejudice, in evad- 
ing .the force, or wrefiing the meaning of parti- 
cular texts of Scripture; and therefore it muft 
ferve much for the confirniation of any dotSirine, 

* Rom« ii, IS, 

that 
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that it is not only fupported by exprefs paiiTages, 
kfut agretaUe to the ftrain and fpirit of the whole* 
.That this is the cafe with the dodrine in.quef- 
tton, I might <hew at great length : at prefent I 
content myfelf with the few following refledions, 
I ft. There is nothing more frequently or more 
undeniably fpund in Scripture, than a celebratioa 
of the rich mercy and free grace of God in Chrtft 
JeAis, in fuch language as will fcarce accord with 
any other plan than that which I have above en- 
deavoured to explain and fupport^ It has been a 
remark frequently made, of the juftice of which 
every -ferious perufer of the facred writings will 
be fenfible, that the infpired penmen feem, as it 
were, to be raifcd and elevated above their ordi- 
nary pitch when they are on this theme, and 
that both in the old and new teftament. Where- 
eyer there is a ftriking pafiage in the poetic or 
prophetic writings, containing fentiments of the 
moft rapturous joy, or moft ardent gratitude, 
there we may be fure is a prophecy of Chrift. 
See the Pfalmift David often thus diftinguifhing 
bimfelf, particularly in the following pafTage : 
*' His name {hall endure for ever : his name 
*^ ihall be continued as long as the fun : and 
*< men (hall bebleffed in him; and all nations 
<« (ball call him biefled. BleiTed be the Lord. 
*' Gody the God. of Ifrael, who only doth won- 
*^ drous things. And blefTcd be his gloriouS' 

•• name 
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*< name for ever ^ and let the whole earth he 
*• filled with his glory. Amen, and Amen ♦.'^ 
The apoftle Paul alfo, not only when cxprcfsly 
handling the fuHjeft, but even when he acciden- 
tally meets with it in the illuflration of another 
'STgument, feems to fire at the thought, and either 
expatiates upon it wkh a profufion of eloqaence, 
and etiergy of expreffion ; or collet, as it were, 
his whole force, and furprifes us more, by dif« 
pitching it at one iingle nxafterly flroke f. 

Now, I would afk. Why fo many encomiums* 
on the mercy and grace of God in pardoning fin- 
ners through Chrtft, if his undertaking had not 
been abfolutely neceflary for their recovery ? 
Whence could arife fa deep an obligation to gra* 
titude, if our Aate had not been abfolutely 
deplorable, or if relief could have been ob« 
t«tned from any other quarter ? There muft 
furely be a great impropriety in the Scripture- Ian •* 
gttage upon this fubjedl^ when ufed by fome per- 
fons agreeably to their other fentiments. And in* 
deed their being very fparing of this language, 
avoiding it as nnich as poflible, and dwelling with 
mod pleafure on different themes, is a tacit con« 
feffion and acknowledgment of this truth* 

But, beftdes the mercy of God to the world in 
general io fefidtngbis Son to redeem us who were 

* Pf^l. IxxH. 17, 18,19. ^.^ *° inftance of the firft of 
iht£ey Eph, iii* 17. it^ of ikt Jaft^ i Cor. xvi, 12 # 

~ fold 
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fold under .fin» vre find in Scripture many ftrong 
declarations of the infinite mercy of God in fending 
the tidings of falvation to thofe who were igno* 
rant of them before. This appears from feveral 
of the paiTages formerly cited, and many more 
that might be added. I only mention one of th^ 
apofile Paul recorded in the A£ts of the Apofiles : 
*^ Be it known therefore unto you, that the fel- 
•* vation of God is fent unto the Gentiles, and 
*' that tbey will hear it*." Now, what is 
meant by this ? Were thefe Gentiles in a way 
of falvation before } and what benefit did they 
reap from this intelligence ? If it be faid, that 
they were comparatively in a more advantageous 
Situation than before 5 this when ftri£tly examin* 
^d» will be found to draw after it all the confer 
quences fo difagreeable to the pride of man^ for 
which the other fuppofition is reje^ied. Or ra« 
ther, when their comparative advantages are car* 
ried fo far as to give any thing like a confiftcnt 
meaning to the above and other pafiages of Scrip- 
ture, it will amount entirely to the fame thing. 
For I hope no Cbriftian will aiTert, that any per- 
fon in the world, who hath the exercife of rea« 
ion, is under a Natural, but only a Moral im- 
poffibility t, of coming to the knowledge, and 

doing 

• A^Vs xxviH. 28, 
•f lufe the wordi Natural and Moral impo/Tibility in thc^ 
renJe in which they are ufed by the authors who fitft applied 

that 
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doing the will of God. If the firft were the 
cafe, it* would take away all (in ; but the lafl: is 
only fuch an obftinate dtfinclinatioii, as is ftill 
confident with guilt and blame. 

Another reflcfiion we may make on this fub- 
je<ft, That, according to the conftant tenor of 
Ihe holy Scripture, not only an offer of mercy 
for Chrift's fake muft be made to the finner, but 
a change muft be wrought on his heart and tem- 
per fo great, as to be termed a New Creation, and 
t Second Birth. The firft of thefe is an aS of 
the divine government, the laft is a work of di* 
vine dower* Now, I would beg leave to afk^ > 
How and where is this to be expeded ? It can- 
not furely proceed from the influence of fabulous 
deities, or be the efFed of idolatrous rkes. It is 
not the work of man, and therefore only of the 
Spirit of Chrift* Should any think fit to pre-^ 
Ajme, that the fandtifying influences of the Holy 
Ghoft are beftowed univerfally, though unknown 

that diftin£lIon to fubje^s of philofophy and divinity^ and^ 
not in the ahfuri fcDle in which fome late infidel writers do 
obflinately perfift in vfing them. Thefe gonifemen, in&tzd of 
xneaning by Natural or Phyfical neceflityor impoflibiifty, that 
which arifes from the jnefiflible operation of the laws of na- 
ture, and by Moral, a high degree oflyrobabilit^r.from concur- 
ring circumflances, tell us^ that Phyfical neceAity is what arifes 
fiom the laws of matter j and Moral, that which arifes from 
the laws of mind or fpirit. But nothing can be niore evident, 
than that any influence from without upon mind or fpirit, if it 
be irrefiitible, is as much phyfical or natural neceflity as any 
other. And thed.f^ndlion thus explained, or perverted, is at- 
i^Jy ufclefs^ when applied to mortis. 

to 
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to the receivers ; this again annihilates all the 
fuperior advantages of Chrifiians ; and, on the 
very beft poffible fuppofition, is an afTertion 
thrown out at random, and altogether deftttute of 
fupport from the oracles of truth. 

A third obfervation I would make, That this 
fcheme alone makes the foundation of the gofpel 
fufficient to bear the fuperftrudure. Nothing 
elfe can fufficiently account for the coft and ex* 
pence, if I n>ay fpeak fo, that have been laid out 
in the redemption of man. It is very evident, 
that both the prophets in the old teftament, and the 
9poftles in the new, are at great pains to give us a 
view of the glory and dignity of the PERSON 
of C H R I S T, With what magnificent titles is 
he adorned i what glorious attributes are afcribed 
to him ) and what mighty works are faid to be 
done by him i All thefe confpire to teach us, 
fbat he is truly and properly God, God over all, 
blefied for ever. On the other hand. How much 
is his humiliation and abaftment infifted on ; the 
reproach and contempt of his life, the pain and 
ignominy of his death ? and the infinite value of 
bis fufierings, arifing from tbefe two united con- 
fiderations ? Nothing can more plainly fhewthe 
guilt and mifery of man, than that fo great a per- 
fon (hould be employed in refcuing him, fo infi- 
nite a price paid for his ranfom. If fuch a pro- 
pitiation was neceilary for the heirs of glory, 

how 
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how bopeiefs maft be the ftatie of thofe who hav^ 
no daim to, or iotereft in, or dependence upon 
it*? 

The laft obfervttlon I am to make at prefent, 
is, That the fcheme above laid down, ts alfo moft 
aigreeablis to the vifible ftate of the world, and 
furnithes the plain and the only fuffictcnt anfwer 
to the bid objediion againft the Chrifttan revtla* 
latton, the want of univerfality. Thts aflfertiort 
to fome will appear furprifing, a& it feems to have 
been on purpdfe to avoid or anfwer this objeflion, 
that all the other opinions have been formed. 
However, they ftill leave the objeftron m all 'M 
force i nay, it is often fupported and flrengthencd 
by the reafoningd upon them. Btit, on the prin- 
ciples above laid down, it is capable of the fol^ 
fowing {Jain and eafy folution. It is of the infinite 
mercy and free grace of God, that he did not 
leave all biankind to perifli in a flate of ftn and 
mifery. Where then lies the difficulty in believ- 
ing, that fome only, and not all, are faved, or are 
furniibed with the means of falvation i* If all are 
juftly liable to wrath, upon which the whole gof- 
pel is built, mercy to a part can never be impro- 

• It is a ftrong confirmation of this, that it holds almoft 
without exception, in comparing the fentimcnts and fchemes of 
the difierent parties of Cliriftians, that thofe who have the 
flighteft fenfe of the nece»^iiy of atonement, and the grcateft 
bias to a felf-rigjit :ous p]ar., are always moft difpofed to lelTea 
the glofy of our Redeemer's perfon j lean moft to, or judge moft 
Uvoirihly of the Spci-aian or Ariao hypoche/is, 

hable. 
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hMe^ or unworthy of God, on account of the 
ntio of the reft : fi> that the objedtion can only 
take its. rife from doubt or difbeliefof that firft 
and fundamental truth. 

If a prince had a number of traitors in his 
{KTwer, whofe treafon was of the moft aggrarated 
and inexci£d>le kind, and we Should be inform- 
ed that he had granted a free pardon to fome, and 
kfc the reft to fuffef the juft punishment of their 
crime; would it be the leaft objedion againft his 
4:lemency, that ft extended only to a khS: num- 
ber of the offenders ? or wouid it be any juft im- 
peachoieol of his mana^ment, or render the in- 
telligenoe incredible, fuppofmg the prince to be 
wife, a& well as gracious ? The cafe is precifety 
the fame with God. If jt be but granted, thatjt 
18 Mercy extended to thofe who efcape, this ab- 
ibiutely deftroys the force of any objedlion that 
can be drawn from the number or circumftances 
of thoie that perifli. 

There is in.this refpefl a beautiful and inftrucr 
titre analogy between the courfe of divine provi* 
dence, and the methods pf divine grace ; and 
much in both muf^ be refolved into the wifdoni 
and fovereignty of God. There is an i<minenfe 
variety in the diftribution both pf natural aidran- 
tages and fpiritual bleilings; and it is vain for us 
to expe^ that w^.ffaould he able to aflign the 
whole, or indeed alntoft aDy> of the grounds either 

of 
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of the one or the other. But if neither fort is 
merited, if both are theefFeds of free undeferved 
bounty, this cuts off all caufe of complaint ; and 
as to the difference which we obferve in hQ^ par^ 
ticularly with regard to the kft, we muft be con- 
tent to fay, with the apoftle Paul, « For God. 
^* hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
*«* might have mercy upon all. O the depth of the 
<^ riches both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
*^ God I how unfearchable are his judgments y 
** and his ways paft finding out* !" 

From thefe obfervations it will plainly appear,' 
that departing from the principles above laid 
down, is a very great injury to the caufe of truth,* 
and ftrengthens that of infidelity. If they are 
founded upon the word of God, as I hope has 
been fufficiently proved, then no good can pof- 
fibly flow from foftening or difguifing them, in' 
order to leflen their oppofition to the pride and' 
prejudices of corrupt minds. Has fuch condufb- 
in hO. leflened the number of infidels, or recon- 
ciled them to the do£i:rine of Chrift ? On thtf 
contrary, have they not become more numerous, 
and more bold in their oppofition to the gofpel, 
in proportion to the attempts that have been and 
^re made to fuit it to their tafte ? nay, have they' 
not made ufe of innumerable paflTages from Chrif- 
tian writers in fupport of their own caufe I For* 

• Rom. xi.>3s> 33, 

in 
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in all fuch cafes, as Chriftians fpeak merely the 
language of natural religion, or magnify the pre- 
fent powers of the human mind, in order to rear 
up a felf-righteous fcheme, they are confidered 
by infidels, and juftly, not as defending the gof. 
pel with, fuccefs, but as yielding up the great 
point in debate, and coming over to their own 
party. 

I proceed now to make fome pra£lical improve- 
ment of this. fubje£t. And, io the 

I ft place. From what hath been fald, you may 
fee the real, the unfpeakable moment of propa- 
gating Chriftian knowledge. It is indeed, fo far 
as it is cordially embraced, turning men '* from 
*' darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa- 
" tan unto God." Thefe words have a decj*^ 
and interefting meaning, if underftood as above, 
but not otherwife. Let us only fuppofe thofe who 
deny or call in queftion the abfolute ncceflity of 
falvation through Chrift, employed as miffiona- 
ries in converting the Heathens : how cold, how 
ambiguous and inconclufive the argfuments with 
which they would endeavour to prefs the change! 
But the view of it given above, muft in the 
firongeft manner difpofe every ferious perfon to 
fupport fuch a defign, and powerfully animate to 
diligence thofe who are employed in carrying it 

into execution. 

It 
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It is allowed by all, that doing good, and com- 
imioicating happinefs, is the moft excellent cha- 
rader ; that promoting the intereft of our bre- 
thren of mankind, is a natural fruit and expref- 
fion of our love to God, and an imitation of the 
divine benignity. But what compariibh is there 
between any a^s of beneficence that regard only 
the prefent life and the welfare of the body, and 
thofe that aiFed the everlafting intereft of an im- 
mortal fpirit i As far as God's redeeming grace 
is fuperior to his providential care* fo far muft our 
fincere and fuccefsful endeavours to promote the 
falvation of the foul, excel any relief or help we 
can give to the wants of the body. 

The laft of thefe purpofes, however, b often 
celebrated by infidels, in oppofition to the ocher^ 
which they delight in treating with derifion and 
fcorn. But as nothing can be more evident than 
its comparative excellence, fuppofing its reality; 
fo there is not the leaft contrariety between the 
two defigns : fo far from it, that they are ftrong* 
ly conneded together, and are always beft pro- 
moted in conjun£lion. There may be .indeed 
Angle inftances of perfons, from oftentation or 
other falfe motives, parting with their goods to 
feed the poor, who have no true love to God or 
their brethren. Bu^ in general, it is certain, 
that thofe who have << their treafure in heaven^ ; 
" who love not the world, nor the things of the 

« world i" 
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'< WCH-Id *t* whfcby hovi^ever hard a faying it ma/ 
appear, is the real charafier of every Chrifttan, 
will more eafily communieate of what they pof« 
feft' to tkofe who ftand in deed. True religion 
always enlarges the heart, and firengthens the 
fockl tie. Every believer mufi view his poor 
brediren in feveral endearing lights, as children 
of the fame heavenly Father, as under the fame 
original guilt, dependent on the ikme Saviour, 
and preparing fot the feme judgment ; whereas 
wicked men, however various their chara£ters, 
do habitually, by luxury and felf- indulgence of 
fbme kind or other, feed their pride, increafe their 
wants, and inflame their appetites. This not 
only gives' them a nirrow turn of mind", butofierf 
waftes their fubfiance; and fo neceflarily ob- 
ftru£b their liberality, by taking away both the 
inclination and ability to bellow. 
• And as thofe who have a juil concern for the 
everlafiing intereft of others, will be moft difpofcd 
to relieve their prefent dillrelles % fo the bounty 
of fuch will always be beft directed, and followed 
with the happieft efle6ls. They never ieparate 
the two great ends, of making men happy in thisi 
world,- and heirs of eterna,l life ; and will there* 
Ibre have it as their chief care, to promote in** 
duftry and fobriety in aH whom they take upon 
•^em ta ftipply. It is too often feen, that whar 
is digriified wilh the fined names, and reprefented 
Vol. L. G as 
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;is the efFedl of gcneroiity, humanity, and com- 
-paifion, is wboUy without merit in the givery 
pernicious and iiurtful <to the receiver. How ma" 
py difTolute livers are not covetous^ only becaufe 
they are under the dominion of a contrary paf* 
fion ? In the mean t4met what they beftow» i< 
either entirely thrown away by an iodifcriminate 
profufion ; or, .as is more commonly the cafe, it 
is worfe than thrown away, being confined to 
the moft worthlefs of all wretches, who are their 
afEdants or ccmpaniions in their crimes. In op- 
poruion to this, a real Chrlflian, fupremely go* 
verned by the love of God, will dired every ac« 
tion to his glory ; and whilecompaflion, flrength** 
^ned by a fenfe of duty, excites him to deal his 

. bread to the hungry, he will have a fiill fuperior 
^licitude to preferve them from fin. Ihfiead of an 
injudicious fupply of fuel to their luft, which ia 
C^y to a flothfu), and gratifying^ a carnal mind, 

Jbe will endeavour to fit them for heaven, by fuit* 
able inilru£lion i and refcue them from want and 
Idlenefs in this world, by lawful induftry* 

Thefe two great purpofes have been jointly pro** 
moted by the fociety in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian knowledge. They have .been promoted 
with a moft laudable seal and diligence, and 
with a fuccefs fully equal to the means the fo* 
i:iety are pofiefled or furnifhed with for carrying 
l^bem osx* The promoting of true religion^ loy. 
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alty, and mduftry, in the highlands of Scotland, 
was the firft obje£l of their care : and the im- 
portance of encouraging it has been reprefented 
in the ftrongeft light on many former occafions 
of this fort, and is vveTl known. But there is 
another part of their defign, to (pread the know- 
ledge 6f Chrift, the only Saviour of fijiners, 
among the unenlightened Heathen nations. On 
this the fubjcit of my difcourfe leads me to fpeak 
a little more particularly. 

Of the importance of fuch a defign every one 
who believes the gofpcl muft be fenfible. But, 
-except the very reftrifted efforts of the fociety, 
•Jittle or nothing lias ever been attempted by the 
Britiih nation. And is not God, m his righ« 
feous providence towards us at prefent, manlfeft- 
]y and feverely punilhing us for this negledl ? 
Are we not engaged in war with a potent and 
-ibrmidablc neighbour, in which the fupreme Dif- 
4X>fer of ali events hath vifibly written difappoint- 
mcnt on every one of our attempts ? Did not 
«tbis war take its rife from the difputed limits of 
<our to'ritories in America f And are not our 
colonies in that part of the world expofed to the 
•mofl: cruel and mercilefs depredations i Are not 
/amiites, which ought to be quiet and peaceable 
habitations, frequenrly alarmed in the filence of 
4he night with the cry of war ; and the tendereft 
relations often butchered in each other*s prefence, 

G 2 ajid 
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and that by a people of a ftrange language, while 
the weak mother and helplefs infant ran onljr 
lift a fupplicating eye, but cannot a(k for mercy i 
Who then are the inftruments of this cruelty? 
Muft we not anfwer, Thofe very Indians, a ^reat 
part of whofe territory we poflefs, and whom, 
with a contempt equally impolitic and unchrif- 
tian, we fufFer to continue in ignorance .of th« 
only living and true God, and Jefus Chrift 
whom he hath fent ? 

Such- a particular interpretation of Che lan- 
guage of providence may be thought bold; but 
there are many circumftances which, in a man- 
ner, conftrain us to confefa its propriety. We 
have been a nation early and long favoured with 
the light of divine truth, and are therefore bound 
to communicate it to others. That diftant coun- 
try was a refuge to many of dur pioos forefathers, 
when flying from the rage of ecdefiaftic tyranny; 
and the territory either taken from, or ceded to 
us by thefe people, has been the great fource of 
wealth and power to this nation. But what feems 
chiefly to warrant this application is, that the 
care taken by our enemies to convert the Indians^ 
]s the chief, if not the fingle caufe of dietr fu- 
perior iptereft among that people* Their free, 
independent.manner of living, makes the Britifli 
temper, character, and cuftoms, in all other re*" 
fpeds more agreeable to them. But being once 

converted. 
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converted, not to the Chriftian faith, but to the 
Romifti fuperftition, they are inviolably attached 
to. the French intereft. And that politic, but 
fraudulent niition, are able to cover and excufc - 
their own treacherous dcfigns, by the ungovern* 
able and favage barbarity of their Indian allies. 

Can there be therefore a more noble, a 
more important, or more necefTary exercife of 
Chriftian charity, than enabling the fociety to 
carry on their ufeful and falutary fchemes, ef* 
pecially to extend their miffions to the Indian 
tribes ? Who that knows the value of immor- 
tal fouls, can refufe to contribute his (hare in pro- 
moting this excellent defign ? Who that fears 
the juft judgment and difpleafure of God, can 
rcfufe to take this ftep, amongft others, evident- 
ly neceflary for avertinjg his threatened vengeance ? 
And who that loves his Redeemer's name, but 
mud defire that it fhould be adored from the 
fifing to the fetting fun ? The boldnefs and ac« 
tivity of finners in fpreading every fpecies of cor^' 
ruption, (hould excite an emulation in believers 
not to be behind -hand in the fervice of a much 
better matter. Have we not feen much ptofane 
zeal difeovered in fupport of the moft pernicious 
and criminal amufements, which confume time, 
enervate the body, and pollute the mind ? And 
(hall thefe not be a like concern to promote 
knowledge and holinefs in the uncivilized parts 

G 3 of 
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of our own country, and to carry the glacf ti-» 
dings of Ae gofpel of peace to tbofe who novr 
fit in darkn^fs, and in th€ region and fliacfoW-of 
death ? Are there not many to whom thq^tiamc ' 
of a Saviour is preeious, *'* even as ointment 
*' poured forth i** who burn^ with d^fire, that 
the riches of divine grace, which can never he 
e^haufled, may be more largely diffufed ? And 
will not all fuch chear fully and liberally contri* 
bute to extend the bounds of their Redeemer's 
kingdom, in the profpeft of that blefled time, 
when the knov;Iedge of God {hall cover the 
earth as the ^vatefs cover the fea ? or of that ftill 
more glorious period, when every veflel of mer- 
cy, from the eaft, weft, north, and /oath, fliall 
be gathered together, and fit down with Abra-r 
ham, and Ifaac, and Jacobs in the kingdom of 
their Father ? 

■ I fhall now conclude my difcourfe, by preach- 
ing this Saviour to all who hear me, and intreat- 
ing yx)u, in the moft earneft manner, to believe 
in Jefus Chrift ; " for there is no falvation in 
•* any other." This is far from being unnecef^ 
fary or improper, even in an audience of profef-* 
fing Chriftians. Wherever there is a national 
ptofeflion of the gofpel, there are always many 
who, though they retain the name of Chriftians, 
are ftrangers to real faith in Chrift, or union 
with God through himj nay, who in theirheart$ 

are 
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are enemies to the truth in its fimpficity and pii^ 
Hxy, It is in vaiii to* attempt^ by rcafoning, i6 
bring men to an acknowledgment of tite truth of 
the Chriftian clo£trrne in fpecuhtion,^ unlefs y-e 
alfo bring themto'fuch a perfonal convi(5iion of 
fheir guilt and wretchednefs, ^ wHl make thttn - 
receive the information of Chrift's charaftcr and 
work, as glad tidings td therr own foul^. !?<> 
mher converts receive any beiteSt themfelves by 
the change ; nor are they of aiiy fervice fo ChrilV 
and his caufe, "except fo hr as they are over- 
ruled by the fovereign provWence of that God 
who only can '* bring good out of evil,'* 

Wherefore, my beloved hearers, be perfuaded,. 
from the word of God, which ybu profefs to* 
believe, from the ftate of the world, which you 
may (ce» and of your own'^hearts,-whkh you may 
fee], that you are by nature wretched, and mi* 
ferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. • Yoiif^ 
are fo far from having fuch a conformity- to 'the 
pure and perfeft law of God, in your thoughts',' 
words, and ^aftlons, and xht principles from 
which they ought to flbw, as can intitle you to 
his favour, that the imaginations of yoiir hearts 
are only evil from your youth, and that conti- 
nually. Whatever Imaginary fchemos*of a vir^ 
tuous charaSer you may reft or glory in, you are 
wholly unable to fland the trial of God's impar* 
tial judgment*. Oh ! how hard is it to convince 
. '^ G-4.. men 
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men of fin, ^ven while the earth groans under 
theif guilt ! Would but thofe who are moft apt 
to boaft qf the dignity of their nature, and the 
perfe£iion of their virtue, make an exaA regifter 
of all the thoughts that arife in their minds; 
there remain^ ftill as much of the ]aw of God 
written upon their hearts, as would judge them 
out of their own mouths. Indead of being able 
to bear that fuch a record fiiould be expofed to 
public view, they could not even endure them* 
felves to perufe it : for felf-flattery is their ruling 
charafter, but felfrabhorrence would be the efFeft 
of this difcovery. Ought you not therefore to be 
ready to acknowledge^ that you are sdtogether 
as an unclean thing, and unable to ftand before 
God if he enter into judgment I But whether 
you acknowledge it or not, I bear from God him* 
fdf this meflage to you all, that whatever may 
be your character, formed upon worldly max* 
SmS) and animated by ambitious and worldly 
views, if you ^xc not reconciled to God through 
Jefus Chrtft, if you are not clothed with the 
ipotlefs rob^ of his righteoufnefs, you mud for 
ever perifli. 

But behold, throitgh this man is preached un* 
to you the forgivencfs of fins. There is a fuU 
nefs of merit in his obedience and death to pro* 
cure your pardon. There is no fin of fo deep a 
6yCf or fo iofedHous a ftain, but his blood is 

Ojfficier^t 
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fctfficient to wafli it out. This is no new doc. 
trine, or modern difcovery, to gratify a curious 
mind. Perhaps you have heard fuch things fo of- 
ten, that you naufeate and difdain the repetition* 
But they are the words of eternal life, on which 
your fouls falvation abiblutely depends ; and 
therefore, though this call ihottid come but once 
more to be rcjefled, it is yet again within your 
oiFer ; and as ^^ an ambafTador from Chrift, as 
*' though God did bcfecch you by me, I pray 
** you in Chrift's ftcad be yc reconciled unto 
•* God." You have heard the danger of all who 
are without Chrift ; but I befeech you remembei 
the aggravated guilt, and the fuperior danger of 
thofe who continue obftinate under the gofpel. 
All the mercy that is (bown to fanners in the of- 
fer, (hall inflame the charge againft them in the 
great day, if they are found impenitent. Mercy 
and juftice are never feparated in any part of the 
gofpel plan. They illuftrate each other in the 
'contrivance, they fhine together on this crofs, 
and they fhall be jointly manifeft in the day of 
judgment. Shall not the UooJ of Chrift, which 
is fo powerful in its influence for taking away 
the guilt of thofe who truft in it, greatly add to 
the guilt and danger of tbofe who defpife it? ^< Be 
*< wife now, therefore, O ye kings,'* and all of 
every rank j " be inftru6led> yc judges of the 

G 5 . *" earth* 
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*< earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
'* with trembling. Kifs the Son, left he be 
^* angry, and ye peri(h from the way, when 
*^ his wrath is kindled but a little : bleiled are al 
" they that put their truft in him*." 

#P(a1« ii. 10^ Us IS. 



I 

i 



THB 



T HE 



T R I A L 



O F 



RELIGIOUS TRUTH 



By its MORAL INFLUENCE. 



SERMON, 

Preached at the Opening of the Synod oir 
XJlafgow and Air, Odober 9th, 1759. 



G 6 Matt, 



f ^33 ] 




Matt. viL ap. 
Wherefore hy their frnits ye Jhall know them. 

EVERY one who hath any acquaintance 
with the writings of infid€ls>.muft know, 
that thfire is no topic ,Qti which they in- 
fift at greater length, or %iMth n»one plaufUiility, . 
than the innumerable feds and parties into 
which the Chriftian world is divided. With what 
apparent triumph do they enlarge, on the con* 
tradidtory tenets, which different perfona profcfs 
to found upon the fame Scriptures, their violent 
oppofition one to another, ^ and the great, dif- 
ficulty, or rather impoffibility of diicoveripg 
truth, among fo many, who pretend fadi to 
have the entire suid excUifive pofleffion of Jt- , 
^ Having gone thus far, it is eafy and natural 
to proceed one ftep farther, and affirm, that the 
great pluraliqr of every denomination, do not 
eqabrace religion in general, or the tenets of 
their own fed in particular, from rational or per- 
fqoal convi^onj but from a blind imitation of 

others^ 
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othersy or an attachment to one or a fe^y diflin^ 
guifhed leaders, whofe authority is flronger than 
. all other evidence whatever. Thus is' religion^ 
dt once, fuppofcd true and yet deftroyed-j that 
is to fay, it is at one firoke, as it were, anni- 
hilated, in almoft all who profefs it, their opini« 
ons, whatever tbey are in themfelves, being no 
more than implicit faith and party prejudice ih 
thofe who embrace them* 

The fame vifible ftate of the world, which 
gives occafion of triumph to the enemies of re- 
ligion, gives, often, no fmalV uneafinefs and an<- 
xiety to < its friends, parcicularly to the beft and 
moft difpa($onate' <^ every party. Serious and 
confcientious perfons, when - they refleft * upon 
thedivifions that prevail, when they are wit- 
nefies to the contention and mutual accufation 
of different parties, are ready to be overwhelm- 
ed with melancholy upon the profpeft, as well 
as involved in doubt and perplexity, as to what 
coujrfe they themfelves (hould hold. It li not un- 
comnion to find perfons of every rank in this 
fituation, not only thofe of better education, 
who are able to take an extenfive view of the 
ftate of things, -in this and in preceding ages ; 
but alfo thofe of lefs knowledge and compreben- 
fum, when any violent debates happen' to fall 
within the fpher^ of their own obfervation. 

Tbcfc 
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Thefe reafons have induced mc to make choice 
of the pafiage now read as the fubje£l of dii-* 
courfe at this time. It contains the rule to which 
our Saviour appeals in h>s controverfy with the 
Pharifees, and by which he, once and again, de- 
fires that- their pretenfions may be judged. I ap* 
prehend fron;i the context, that it is equally ap« 
plicable to their cbaraflers. and their principles, 
their integrity before God in their ofSces of teach- 
ers of others, and thefoundnefs of their doflrinq 
as to its eiFeSs upon thofe who ihould receive it- 
Thefe two things are, indeed, in a great mca-» 
fure connefied together, or rather they aremu* 
tu ally involved in one another, though it is.pof-* 
Cble, and, in fome few cafes, profitable, to mak$ 
9 dlilindion between them. 

What is further propofed, through the affift- 
ance of divine grace, in the profecution of this 
iubjed, is, 

I. To fhow, that the rule here given by our 
Saviour is the beft that could have been given, 
and that it is fufficient to diftinguiih truth from . 
error. 

II. That this is in fafll the rule by which all 
good men, and, indeed, mankind in genera], fo' 
far as they are fmcere, do judg^r, of religious prin- 
ciples and pretenfions* 

HI- to 
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III. To conclude with fomc reflexions on the 
fubjed for the benefit both of minifiers and people. 

In the fiirft place then it is propofed to, (how. 
That the rule here given by our Saviour is the 
beft that could have been given, uid that it is 
futfictent to diftingttifh truth from, error. To 
lay a foundation for this, it will be ncccflary to 
begin by fettling, in as precife a manner as pofS- 
ble, the meaning of the rule, and to what cafes tt 
can be juftly applied. ** Ye (hall know them by 
•* their fruits," faith our Saviour.— That is to fay, 
when any perfon aiTunies the charadler of a divine 
teacher, and propofes any thing to your belief, 
as from God, fee whether its fruits be really fuit- 
able to its pretentions : particularly, you are to 
lay down this as a principle, that, as he is holy 
in his nature, every thing that proceeds from 
him mull be holy in its tendency, and produce 
holinefs as its fruit. In proportion as you fee this 
effedl: in him who teaches it, and thofe who em- 
brace it, fo receive it as true, or rejeA it as fallc. 
' By laying down the rule in thefe terms I do 
not mean to deny, that, when a revelation is firft 
propofed as from God, or whea ^he credit of 
fuch revelation in general is examined, miracles 
are a diflinS and conclufive proof of a divine 
commiffion; I am perfuaded that nothing is more, 
vague and indeterminatey and at the fame time, 
'• ' 'a more 
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a more manifeft inverting the natural order of 
things, than to fay with fome^ We muft judge 
of the truth of a miracle by the nature of the 
doflrine in fupport of wliicfa it is wrought j and, 
if this laft is worthy of God, we may then admit 
the honorary teftimony of the mighty work in 
lis behalf. They do not attend to the great ig* 
jiorance of man in all fpiritual and divine things 
without revelation, and to the 'boldnefs of hu- 
man pride, who fpeak in this manner. I would 
rather include this as on^e of the proper fruits of 
a divine commtffion to teach any new dodlriiie, 
that figns be given of a fuperior power accom* 
panying the prophet. Thus we fee the Jews 
jnade this demand of our Saviour, ** What fign 
>* ihewefl thou then, that we may fee and be- 
« Ueve thee? What do* thou work*?" Jt.ia 
ctrae, in fome inftances, when^ after manv mi- 
racles, they perfifted in afking new figns or their 
own deviling, he condemns their obftinacy and 
refufes to gratify it. Notwithftanding this, we 
find him often appealing to his works as an attef* 
tation of the truth of his miilton : thus he fays, 
'^ Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
*' Father in me, or elfe believe^me for the very 
" works fake t»" And elfe where, "Iflhadnot 
*' done among them the works that none other 
^\ man did, they had not had fin : but no.w 

• Johnvi. 3^, f Jphn xir. xi. 
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** tlwy have both feen, and hated both me anrf' 
•* my Father*/' Agreeably to this, we find 
Nicodemus drawing the conclufion, " Rabbi, we 
•' know thou art a teacher come from God, for 
*' no man can do the miracle* that thou doft^ 
" except God be with him f." 

There is no doubt, however^ that, this m»ft 
be infeparably joinedtwith a purity, of charaiSer^ 
and fandity of purpofe. When thefe are want- 
i"^> it gives the-jufl«ft gr^ound 0/ fufpicioni 
.leads to the flri^tefl examitiation of miraculbus 
pretenGon$, and wi]l certainly end in the difco^ 
.very of fuch as are falfe. For. this is the very cx>- 
f ellence of the rule laid down by our Saviour, that, 
ithough reafon may be very unfit to pafs an inde*-- 
•pendent judgment upon, truth and error, con- 
/cience may, with little danger of miftake, rejeft 
what is evij, and yield its approbation to what is 
'good . 

But what I have chiefly. in view is, that fup* 
pofmg the truth of the gofpcl in general, par*- 
ticular opinions and praSices muft be tried m- 
this manner. As the gofpel is allowed on all 
hands to be a doflrlne according to godlinefs, 
when difFerences arife, and each oppofite fide 
pretends to have the letter of the law in its fa- 
vour,, the great rule of decifion is, whkh dotR> 
moft immediately and moil certainly, promote 

• John. XV, 24. f John iii. I. 
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pi^ty and holinefs in all manner of converfation* 
In this vfzy every doctrinal, opinion,, every form 
of government, and every rite and pta6ticc irt 
worlhip, may be brought to the teft and tried by 
its fruits. 

As opinions, fo charafter.^-, muft be tried in the 
fame manner* The truth i* this, tho' defcrving 
particular. mention, is included in, or is but a pait 
and branch of the other. To pafs a judgment 
ell particular charafters is of very fmall moment; 
or rather, a peremptory decifian of this kind is 
both unneceffary and improper, unlefs when it 
is of weight in a caufe. It is only prophets and 
teachers that fall to be fmgly, or perfonally tried*, 
becaafe they are fuppofed to exhtbir, in their 
own pra£}:ice, an example of the force and in- 
fluence of their principles. If on them they have 
no'cffcSt that is good, there is not the leaft pre- 
tence for infifling that others fliould embrace 
them. 

Nothing farther fecms ncceflary by way of ex- 
plication of tl) is rule, fave tb obferve from the 
context, tb^ fair and plaufible pretences, either 
of opinions or charaders, muft be examined with 
particular car6> as being moft ready to deceive ; 
and the trial muft be more by fads than by rea- 
foning, -as is implied in the very language ufed 
in the text, ^< By theic 6uits ye fliall know 

" thenr/' 

The 
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The excellency of this rule may be compre* 
bended under the two following particulars, 
ifty Its certainty. 2dly, Its perfpicuity. 

The iirft of thefe will admit of little difputc* 
As God is infinitely holy in his own nature, every 
difcovery that he has made to any of bis crea* 
cures, muft carry this impreffionuponit, and have 
a tendency to promote bolinefs in them. And, as 
this is manifeftly the defign of the facred orades^ 
and that fyftem of divine truth which they con- 
tain, every thing by way of opinion, or praAice, 
that pretends to derive its authority from them, 
may lawfully be tried by this rule» Will it make 
us more holy than before ? 

It is of moment here to obferve, that this 
rule hath a deep and folid foundation. It pro* 
ceeds upon the fuppofuion, that all natural are 
inferior to moral qualities; that even the no« 
bleft intellefiual abilities are only fo far valu- 
able, as they are fubfervient to moral perfedion ; 
or in other words, that truth is in order to good- 
nefs. It is. not (as has been often faid) in his Al« 
mighty power, his infinite wifdom, or the im* 
menfity of his being, that the glory of God chiefly 
<:onriils, but- in his immaculate bolinefs and 
fpotlefs purity. Each part of the divine charac- 
ter, indeed, derives a luftre from the other. It 
13 th^ union of greatnefs and goodnefs that makes 
him truly God, His moral excellence becomes 

. infinite 
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infinite in value and efficacfy by refiding in an 
infinite fubjed* But if it were pbfHble to fe^ 
parate his natural perfedtion from his moral 
excellence, or could we fuppofe them joined to 
malignity of difpofition, he would be the pro- 
per obje£l:, (let xis fpeak it with reverence} not 
of fupreme love, but of infinite deteflation. 

This is more than fufficient to fupport the or- 
der in which things are repre(ented above, anj 
Ihow, that its moral influence is the proper touch- 
fione and trial of religious truth. Thefe doc« 
trines only come from God, which tend to form 
us after the divine image. Thus far^ perhaps, all 
will allow it to be true ; at lead the afiertion is 
common. But be pleafed to obferve, that this ne-> 
eefiarily fuppofes the fure and infallible efficacy 
of real truth in promoting holinefs, and the in* 
fufficiency of error and falfliood for this pur- 
pofe. If thefe were not both aKlce certain, the 
rule would be equivocal and abfurd. If men by 
believing lies could attain to unfeigned gocdnefs 
and true holinefs, then their moral eff^ could 
not in the leaft fenre to diftinguifh between truth 
^nd error. It is no lefa plain that if fo abfurd a 
fuppofition is admit^d but for a moment, th^ 
value of truth is wholly deilroyed, and no wife 
man will employ bis time and pains in endea- 
irouving to difcover^ to communicate, or to de« 
fend it. 

The 
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The other particular comprehended under the 
excellence of this rule, is its perfpicuity ; Thatt 
it is not only fure and infallible In itfelf, but ca* 
pable of an eafy application by thofe who have 
occafion to yfe it. Here, if any where, there j« 
room for doubt and djfputation* Here, it may 
be alledged, all the confufion and uncertainty 
returns, which was before complained of, and 
for which a i^emedy was required. Men will ftiil 
cliiFer in their opinions as to what is true good- 
nefs. JJefides, they will ftill debate the fincerity 
of many pretenfion^ and the reality of many ap- 
pearances I and, as art and hypocrify will always 
be ufed on the one hand, delufion twd be the 
unavoidable confequence on the other. 

This, however, is nomore^han the neceflary 
confequence of human imperfedion. It cannot 
be denied, and it may, without any heiitation, 
bt confefledj that men are liable to err« and that 
many have erred in the application of this rde^ 
But, who can from thence jufty infer, ibat it is 
not of fufficient clearnef$, to direct thofe who 
will honeftly make ufe of it, and to lay the er« 
lor of ^hofe who are mifled entirely at their own 
door ? 

It pleafed God to write his law upon the heart 
of man at firfl. And the great lines of duty» 
however obfcured by our original apofiacy^ are 
ilill Jo vifible^ as to afford an opportunity of 

judging, 
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jadglng, what conduft and praflicc fs, or rs not 
agreeable to its dilates. It will be found from 
experience, that men are able to determine on 
riiis point, with far greater certainty, than on any 
other fubjeft of religion 1 that is to fay, they, 
can perceive the excellency of the end, -when they 
are irf* much doubt about the means, in them- 
felves, or leparately xronfidered. 

Such authority hath natural confcience ftill 
rn man, thai: it renders thofe who^ in their own 
condufl^ defpife its reproofs, inexcufable in the 
fight of God *. But it is' of importance in the 
prefent argument to obfcrve, that every one is 
able to pafs a far furer judgment on the moral 
charaScr of another, than "his own. The pol- 
lution of the heart trlngs a corru^Jt biafs on the 
judgment, in a man's own cafe, and makes 
^ him palliate and defend thofe fins, to which he 
is flrongly inclined, or of which he hath been 
already guilty: whereas m determining the cha- 
raders of others, this 1>iafs is left fenfibly felt. 
This is perhaps the true and only reafon why 
any deference is paid to virtue as praife-worthy, 
by fliofe who are eneniies to it in their hearts, 
or any public honour and retpeft given to th^ 
Service of God in the world, where fo great a 
majority are evidently in the intercfts of another 
•«nafier. 

One 
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One fingular excellence of this rule is, its be- 
ing the moft unhrerfally intelligible. It is level 
to the capacitj of men of all degrees of under* 
flan()mg« There is little dilFerence, if any, iit this 
Ttfpc&, between the wife anJ thk unwife, die 
learned and the ignorant. Perhaps this circum- 
ftance alone ought to give it, in jufticeji, the 
preference, to every other teft of religious 
truth. Religion is the concern of all alike, and 
therefore, what relates to it ihould be open to 
all. It was the charader, and the glory of the 
gofpeli at its firft publication, that it was preach- 
ed to the poor. And by this it is ftill diftinguiih- 
ed, not only from many or moft falfe religions, 
but efpecially from tbofe philofophical fpecula-' 
tions, in which the enemies ef all religion place 
their chief ftreiigth. When we perufe a fyftem 
or theory of moral virtue, the principles of 
which are very refined, or the reafoning upon 
it abftra<9ed and above the comprehenfion of the 
vulgar, it may be ingenious, hue it carries in it-* 
felf a demonftration, that» becaufe it is unfit, i^ 
could never be intended for general ufe. 

Here then, lies the great advantage of the nils 
laid down by our Saviour. The bulk of man- 
kind, thofe of lower rank, and even thofe among 
them of weakeft or leaft cultivated underftand- 
ijig, are able to judge of the c£k&s of principles^ 
or (o fee the beauyr of ^ exetiknt charaAer» 

when 
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when they are not able to examine a dodlrine, 
or apprehend the reafoning upon which it is 
founded. The diilates of confcience are often 
immediate and clear, when the dedudions of 
reafon are long and involved. To make intri- 
catc refearches in theory, requires great natural 
abilities, which are the portion of very few : but 
to judge of a vifible charafter requires only an 
impartial fenfe of right and wrong. Of this the 
plain man is as fufceptible as the mofl acute by 
nature, or the moft enlightened by educaticii. 
In God Almighty, infinite knowledge and infinite 
bolincfs are united, and, we have reafon to think, 
ihat in their perfeSion they are infeparable. 
But we know, by experience, that they do not 
bear aq exaft proportion to one aoother. in in- 
ferior .natures, at leaft, among fmful creatures. 
There may be, and there ofcen is, great virtue 
and goodnefs in a mean capacity, and great de- 
pravity in'perfons of eminent ability. 

From thefe confide rat ions it is plain, that this 
rule of trying a do£!rine by its eftVfls, as a tree 
by its fruits, may be applied by the meaneft as 
well a« the greateft, and with as little danger of 
miftake. Perhaps it might have been fafely af- 
firmed with lefs danger of miftake. Great in- 
tellectual abilities, and great natural advantages 
of every kind, are very ready to fwell the mind 
with pride and fdf-conceit, than which no dif- 
VoL. I. H pofition 



1 



f^6 The TiiiAL of HBUoioas TRCTff 

pofition i9» in itfelf more odioos in the fight dif 
God| or more unfavourable to the difcovery of 
.truth. This (cents 'to be confirmed by experi- 
ence, and it is plainly the view given us of our 
prefent ftate in the holy Scriptures. Thus the a- 
poftle Paul fays, " Ye fee your calling, breriirenj 
** ho:^ that not many wife men. after the flefli, 
^ not many mightyt not many noble are call- 
'^ ed. But God hathchofen the foolifii things 
•^ of the worM, to confound the wile: and God 
^* bath chofen the weak things of the world to 
** confound the things which are mighty, and 
«^ bafe things of the world, and things which 
*' are defptfed hath God chofen, yea, and things 
^ which are not, to bring to nought things that 
^* are : that no fle(h fliould glory in his pre« 
** fence*.'* For the very fame thing we find 
our blefled Redeemer adoring the depth and fo* 
tvereignty of divine providence, in the following 
.terms, ^* In that hour Jcfus rejoiced in fpirit, 
** and faid, I thank_thee, O Father, Lord of 
*< heaven and earth, that thou haft hid theft 
•^* things from the wife and^ prudent, and haft 
«* revealed them unto babes r even fo. Father, 
** for fo it feemed good in thy fight t«" ^ 

Miftakes, however, ^ter all there will be, and 
fome differences even among the beft ; but, from 
.this very circumftance, I derive another great ex- 

• I Cor, i, i6-^9« f Luke z. 2i. 
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cellence of the above rule laid down, that, it is 
not only the teft of truth for a man's felf, but 
the meafure of forbearance with regard to others* 
Sy carefully examining their fruits, men may not 
only be directed what to embrace, and what ca. 
pital and fundamental errors wholly to reject, 
but alfo in what particulars to exercife mutua\ 
forbearance, and, tbo' fmallcr differences ftill fub* 
lift, to receive one another to the glory of God. 
If in any perfon or perfons, of whatever party, 
you perceive the fpirit of true and undefiled re- 
ligion, they arje accepted of God, and fhould not 
be condemned by you. This ought not, in juf- 
tlee, to induce you to approve or embrace every 
one of their principles, or every part of their 
pradice, of which perhaps you have ken or felt 
the bad tendency } yet ftould it engage you to 
love them with unfeigned afFe<!ftion as fincere, 
though, in fome meafure, miftaken fervants of 
our common Lord« 

I hope it appears from the preceding obferva- 
lions, that this rule, of trying every principle 
or profeffion by its fruits, is the beft that could 
have been given. It is certain and infallible in 
itfelf, and we are lefs liable to miftake in the ufe 
of it than of any other. There feems, indeed, to 
be an exad: analogy between this rule in religi- 
ous matters, and reafon in our common and civil 
concerns. Reafon is the bef): guide and dire£lor 
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of hum^n life. There is certainly an eiTentlM 
difference between wiCdom and folly, in the na- 
ture of things. They are alfo fenfibly oppofKe 
to one another in their extremes. Innumerable 
aftions, however, there are, or modes of a£lioii, 
of a more doubtful :and difputable- nature, as to 
the wifdom or-weaknefs of. which, hardly any 
' two men would be entirely of the fama opinion. 
Let the enemy of religion make the application* 
who denies its reality, becaufe all good men are 
not of the fame mind ; or becaufe there are dif- 
ferent parties and profeffions, who oppofe one 
. another- in -feme opinions and pradliccs. He adls 
,juft the fame part, as he, who feeing the diffe- 
rences of judgment among men, upon almoft every 
fubjcft that falls under their deliberation, fhould 
renounce the-ufe of reafon, or deny that there is, 
in nature, any fuch thing. 

We now proceed to the fecond thing propofed, 
to (how, That the rule above explained and de- 
fended, is that by which, in fa£l, all ferious 
perfons, and indeed, mankind in general, fo far 
as they are fincere, do judge of religious prinri- 
•pies and pretcnfions. 

By ferious perfons, I underftand all thofe who 
are truly religious, in oppofition to thofe who 
have only a nominal and cuftomary profeflion. 
If we would fpeak with precifion, or reafon in a 
juft and concluCve manner, we muft keep thisv 
diflinftion conftantly in view. Nothing does 

more 
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morehaTm to any caufe, than a treacherous friend, 
or bofom enemy: and nothing docs more hurt 
to the intcreft of religion, than its being loaded 
v^ith a great number, who, for many obvious rea- 
fons, aflume the form, while they- are ftrangers 
to the power of it. The fallacy of almoft all 
tbe reafoningsof irrfidels lies here. They con- 
fider 'religion as anfw'.erable for all the hypocri--^ 
iy of t^xofc who profefs it,- and all the wicked- 
nefs of thofe. who hate not renouiKcd the pro- 
fi?flion ; as ^f in order to' its being true^ .it muft* 
be impoflible for any to counterfeit it. If that 
Yttrt the cafe, .no thanks would be due to im- 
partial cnqMiry. All colour of objedlion being 
taken away^-the affent would not be yielded, but ■ 
compelled. . This, doubtlefs, tht prefumptuous 
wifdom of man ordinarily did^ates, but according 
to the fuperior wifdom of God ** offences muft - 
*• come" — and ^* hcrefies alfo, that they that ■ 
***are approved may be made manifeft.'* 

Suppofing, therefore, the important diftin£tion 
between real and nominal Chriftians, all of 
the firft charaScr, of every age, and of every 
party, are fo far from being under the influence 
of implicit faith, that they try the truth by its 
fruits, and adhere to it for its effcfts. There is 
fomething more in the cafe of every good man, 
than barely a rational perfuafio4i of the truth of 
leli^ion in general, from the arguments adduced 
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to fupport it* The truths of the gofpel give htm 
fuch a view of htmfclf, anti his own {late, as ex* 
per ie nee (hews him to be tnte. In the gofpel he 
finds a reaned/ propofe<l for his guilt andmifery, 
which, befides aH the other evidences of its di» 
vine original, is exadlly fuitcd to bis felt condi* 
tion. Add to both thefe, that he immediately ex** 
periences its happy efFe£l, not only in laying the 
beft foundation for his peace, but in operating 
a thorough change in his heart and life. Thus 
hath every real Chridan, an inward and expe- 
rimental proof of the truth of the gofpel, not 
contrary, but fuperior to, ftronger and more 
ftable than any fpeculative reafontng* In this 
fenfe we are to underftand the words of the 
apoftle John, ** He that believcth en the Sont>f 
** Gbd hath the witnefs in himfclf ♦/" TbU is 
common to all real belierers of whatever deno- 
mination, who not only are perfediy agreed in 
the effentials of religion, but much more agreed 
in every thing material, than they ihemfelves ei- 
ther clearly apprehend, or are willing to confefs. 
So far every good man muft be acquitted from 
the charge of implicit faith ; we may adopt con- 
cerning all fuch the words of our Saviour to Pe- 
ter, ** fileiled art thou, Simon Barjona : For 
** flefh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
** but my Father which is in heaven f.*' It is 

• I John V. ^. f Matt. xw. 17, 

no 
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IK> lefs plain, that la every thing that is fup^ 
pofed to makea'part of, or thatbatb any connect- 
tion with religion, they aay judge by: the fame 
rule. In all tbefe modes of opinion in le0er mat- 
ters, in all thtfe circumftanees, which ferve to dif* 
tinguiQi one feft from atiother,iho'- tbty may de- 
termine In different, nay, in oppofite ways^ yet 
they all proceed upon the fame general rule, viz. 
the influence whkh fuch difputed point has^ as a 
^eans, upon the fuftbance and end of all religion. 
This appears from the reafoningon eacb<^fide, in 
all religious difputes* Thi^ principle as common 
to both is often expreftly mipntioned, and always 
manifefUy implied that thofe doArines,^ or th^t- 
way of expreffing doflrines, znd ihotd pta^ces, - 
which are in fad moft conducive to holinefa, are, • 
and for that very reafon muft be, moft agreeable 
lo the will of God. 

But what 1 have chiefly in view iSf to fiiow^ . 
chat this appears from the very fafi ufuaUy 
brought to prove, that the religion of almoft ail 
mankind is no better than implicit faith. The' 
fad I mean is, that the bulk of mankind is greatly ^ 
fwayed in the choice of opinion, by the autho- 
rity and example of others. This, indeed, does 
not hold fo generally as is commonly fuppofed* 
We have feen above, that it doth not hold, with 
regard to the fubflanee of religion^ in any good 
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inan ; for in this he will call no man mafter cm 
earth. But even when it does hold, it is, per- 
haps,' not fo blameable as many are apt to imagine. 
Let it be admitted then, that, in many inftance^, 
It is the authority and example of men, more 
than any other reafon that determines the judg- 
ment. Let rt be adnutted, thai this is the cafe 
with* the bulk of mankind, and even in fomc 
meafure with, the left. I muft be allowed to afk, 
wha-t is it that procures thefe perfons fuch autho- 
rity f What is it that firft begins, eftabliflies, or 
perpetuates their ij^fluence ? Nothing el/e, but 
tke r^al or apparent fanility of their charafler. In 
vain will a profligate, or one manifcftly deftitute 
of pei»far>al worth, fet himfelfat the head of a 
party, or attempt to draw away difciples after 
him. Jt is the fuppofed piety and protity of fKe 
perfon that gives weight to his example, and force 
to his precepts. This weighs more with the fober 
ferious part of mankind, and, indeed, with man- 
kind in general, than the greateft intelJcflual abU 
lities, aiid otherwifc moft admired talent?. Who- 
ever Kas acquired a great reputation for piely and 
fincerity, will, with little art, cr rather no art at 
all,' nay, without fo much as intending it, bring 
his principles and p^adice into repute. At the 
fame time, one of a contrary charadier, with all the 
powers of eloquence, and every other outward 
advahtage, fliall fail in attrmpting to perfnade. 

No .V 
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Now what is this, but that mankind proceed 
mainly in their judgment, upon the very rule 
whith I have endeavoured to (how is the bcft they 
could have chofen. They try principles by their 
e£Fe<3s, as a tree by its fruits. Wherever they fee 
the beft man, they conclude that hemuft be aded 
by the moft excellent, as well as the moft power- 
ful principles. The multitude, or lower clafs of 
mankind, are ufually the fcorn of half- thinkers 
and fuperficial reafoners, for this attachment to 
pcrfons. . But were a comparison faiihfully made 
between the feveral motives of choice in different 
clafles, there would be no great caufe of triumph. 
When we confid<r how unfit the plurality of 
mankind are to judge in «n intricate debate, 
darkened, perhaps, by the art and fubtilty of 
thofe who handle it, wc fiball £nd they are lit* 
tlci if at all) tt) blame. In one view, no doubt, 
they may be faid to be adled by implicit faith, 
but in truth, and at bottom, they are following 
the wifcfl and moft falutary of all moral maxim f« 

A furvey of the hiflory, either of religion in 
general, or of the Ghriflian religion in particular, 
would fet this matter in the cleared light. But 
little of thisk4nd can^come within the limits of 
a fmgle difcourfc. I fliall not theieforc iftay to 
mention the retired manitcr of life, and pre- 
tended fan(flity of the inventors of the heathen 
idolatry', tho* it maybe applied to this fubjedl^ 
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and would ferve to (hew the univerfal fenfe, and 
general expedion of mankind. There is a fay^ 
ing of an eminent and violent enemy of the Cbrif* 
ttan faith, " That gravity is of the very cflencc of 
** impofture." This is nothing elfc but a pervert- 
ed view, and malicious reprefentation of the ge- 
neral truth, that apparent fan&ity is neceiTary to 
eftabliih any facred authority. But is there any 
thing more unqueftionable, or that hath been 
more frequently obferved, than that the vi£)ory of 
truth over error, in the iirfl ages of Chriftianity, 
was much more owing to the (hinJng piety of the 
primitive Chriftians in general, together with the 
patience and conftancy of the i^rfyr^, than to 
any other means. Reafon may convince the un- 
derftanding, but example feizes and keeps pof- 
TefBon of the heart. It was the eminent piety 
and ufefulnefs of the fiaints in former ages, which 
attrafted fuch veneration and love from the 
multitude, as foon proceeded to a criminal ex* 
cefs. Not content with imitating the amiable ex- 
ample of tbofe whom they held in fuch efieem, by 
a natural ajflbjpiatipn they affixed a fanAity to re* 
licks, and^ this produced a variety of fuperflitious 
pra^iccs. I cannot alfo help being of opinion, 
that It was the fevere and moitificd lives cf many 
of the^rtVed devotees In the Romifh church, that 
kept that corrupt body in credit for fome ages 
longecthan it couid bav^otherwife continued. 

On 
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On the other band» who does tK)t know, that 
the Bx>ft formidable and iuccef&ful attacks made 
by the reformers on that mother of abominationsi 
were their expofing the corrupt and diflblute 
lives of her priefta and members* This thejr 
were at no fmall pains to do, both in a grave 
and in an ironical ftrain. As the covetoufnefs 
and ambition of many, and the licentious de* 
bauchery of others of the clergy, firft brought 
the doSrines into fufplcion, fo thofe examples 
when held up to light, made a far greater ntim*- 
ber of converts, than any abfurdities in belief, 
how gro& iind palpable ibever. The truth is, we 
find ali pardes greedily lay hold of this weapon 
whenever it is prefented to them, and uie it with 
great confidence againft their adverfaries ; and 
in fo doing they difcover a convidion, that prin* 
ciples are never b powerfully fupported as fay tho 
good, nor fo effeAuaQy difparaged as by the bad 
<hara£ters of diofe who profefs tbenv 

If we leave the hiflory of former Ages', and ex- 
amine the ftate of the prefcnt, the fame truth will 
fliil be the refult of our enquiry, and appear with 
increasing evidence. DifFcrent parties and deno- 
Qunations prevail in different places : and where* 
cver^iny party or denomination greatly prevails, 
the efFcA may eafily be traced nip to its caufe \ 
and will appear, by no very diflant traditio4i, to 
h4we been owing to the eminent piety of fome 
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on? or more of that profcffion in a former pe* 
riod, or, which is much the fame, to the compa-^ 
ratively odious and vicious chara(5^crs of thofe 
who cppofed them*. 

It is no juft obj€(Slion to the account here giv- 
en, that we find inftances, in which principles 
fecm to give a fan<£lion to charafters, inflead of- 
receiving fupport from them. There are, no 
doubt, cafes in which a man's being knov/n to 

*■ Our own country will afford us fome feniible and ftriking 
proofs of the jufticc of this obfcrvation. There had been a 
rtr aggie, from the very firft dawn of the reformation, between 
preftytcry and epifcopacy in Scotland^ This conteft- however 
came to its greateft height about loo years ago, when the 
f r-ft5'terians were ejeAed,- and epifcopacy was eftabliihcd by a 
tyrannical civil government, and continued by a fevere and 
(ruel perfecution. We hnd by this mcafis a trial of both: and 
k is very obfervsblc, that the odium which juftly ftll upon 
cpifcopacy» from the rage and inhumanity of thofe who^had 
the chief direflion, was the circumnance that determined the 
Kody ef th» nation to endeavour its fubverAon. Vet, where-, 
ever therj happened to be a few minifters of that perfuaHon 
pious Im their lives, and diligent in the duties of their office, 
there were many perfons and families who joined with them 
an ccmmunion, and their poi^erity adhere to that opinion even 
to this c'ay. This was the cafe in fome places .of the caft and 
4orth country. But in the weflern parts of Scotland, whe e. 
the epifcopal clergy were, a'moft to a man, ignorant, Hothful 
or vicioua;, they were univerfally deferted, and hardly a fin- 
g e adherent to that perluafjon is now to be found.— —I can- 
not omit mentioning here what was faid by a lady of qual'ty 
at that time to Dr. Burnet, when he came to vifit the weil- 
country. It was to the fcllowing purpcfe : <* Wc of the laity 
•' cJinnot judge upon controverfia! points, but we fee thefe men 
'* whom you perfecute, grave in their deportment, ftrif^ly holy 
** in their converfaticn, and very laborious in their fun^lions, 
** while many of your clergy arc ignorant, flothful and vici-: 

ous." '1 his i& what determines the judgment of the people. 
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embrace certain {>rinciples, willbe alone Ai^cient 
to make him odious, however blamelefs, or even 
praife-worthy his condud be, in every other re- 
f[)e£t. At the fame time^ perhaps, the failings 
of another ihall be either wholly pardoned, or 
greatly extenuated, if h« efpoufe, but efpecially, 
if he is.a<Elive in vindicating the principles which 
are, held facred. But this is no more than the 
natural and neceflary confequence of any fet 
of principles being once firmly eftablifhed. They 
acquire their credit at firft, in the way I have 
already mentioned ;. but when that credit is high, 
it will bring a fufpicion upon everything that 
oppofes it, however fpecious aud promifing in 
outward appearance. There is nothing furpri* 
fing here^ nor, indeed,, any thing but what is 
perfetSily natural $ for as one or a few inftances 
commonly do not, ib in reafon they ought not 
to (hake the reputation of truths, which have 
been eft%bi{fbed by long experience of their worth 
and ^pacy. .Neither muft it be forgotten, that 
when cxaflaplesfeem to fland in pppofition one to 
another, and to' lead to diiFerent concluiions, it 
is not from one or two that a judgment can be 
pafled, but from many« and thefe compared and 
examined with great xliligence and care. 

I conclude the illuftration of this head with 

remarking, that the4}tinciple above laid down 

will explain, in a -cleax and &tisfying manner^ 
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t«ro appetnnces Tn the nvmil world, whicli ftiAi 
6WcQ\y to GontndiA one another. 87 wbtt hap* 
.pens fometrmcs in religion, we (hall be apt to 
conclude, tbtft chert U in human natore n pione* 
snefs to chang^j or a love of norelty pttrcljr on 
hs own account* Accofdtngly we find this laid 
to the charge «f manlLind fay Averal authors. 
And it cannot be denied, that feme men, or 
feds, often rntrodAce new prafitces which ac« 
<}Qhe great reputation, and aloioft univerfal ac- 
ceptunce. By other examples, howcTer, we are 
taught to afcribe to human nature a iftrong at- 
tachntent to old opinions, and hatred of all in« 
novation. What is remarkable is, that botfi 
thefe talce place chiefly in little circamftances, 
and things of fmall moment; new inventions 
being fometimes gone into with a ceal^ and old 
cuRoms adhered to with an ol>(Bnacj, which the 
iiTtrmfic value of the thtngsKontended for doeii 
itot {cfem to merit on either fide. To alcribe 
this to the dilFerent dtlpofitions of individuals 
win not be a (attsfa£k>ry foiution, fer we fee 
ibmetimds examples of hoih in the fame perfons. 
But, by fearching a Bttle deeper, we 4hall un- 
ravel this difficulty, and dHcover, that though 
the love of novelty, or a -veneration for anti- 
quity, may be fometimes the immediate principle 
c5f adjon, there is another ultimate principle 
which is the caufe of *aA> and in *flferem cir- 
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cumftanoe^ peodacts oj^lher the one or the ^hen 
This {^rincipii; is no o^r ebsn cha^ admiration 
df real or fuppoftd^wortliy wfhkh has be«n illuf* 
traied above. WtnoeKcr toK acquired a great 
reputaiion for piety and boli|i6\ may eaiily in* 
troduceaiiy itidifierept pra£lic^ thtuigh not'Com** 
Bion before^ tfj^msJUj V it be conA4ered m aa 
evidence or expre^n o( his pietjf ^^ Ook this fup. 
pofition^ bis differing froip, or doing mere than 
others, will be taken notice of to hin praife ^. 
But he may mucl^more «»filj introd«ce a new^ 
than depart from an old cuftooi* T^e ntHhn Ja 
plain; for anrient cuftoms having bfen cfta* 
bifihed on the gronnchalready aftgnod, men are 
ufuaUy very tenacious of them, and it requirea 
fio fmaU degree of credit and ch|ra£kr, eiHirr 
to change or to aboHfli them. 

We now proceed to make ibme i^aAical im« 
fTovament ef what 'has been faid. 

In the firft pkce, from what has b^n faid up» 
on this fitbje£t we may, derive «ne of ^he plaineft 
and moft fatisfying proofs of the truth of tlie 

* There is grett rcafon to chmk that it was in this wtif 
way t&at many different rittt were broo^t into tike Chrifttaii 
churchy which m a Wag courle ^ timt tfttw into a siaft of 
abominable fttpeiftition. They were at firia, perhaps^ bat the 
modes or circuBllaacea of the woWhip^ or praAioe 4f pious 
perfonsy but froa being Toluntary and purely circnmftantial, 
they came by degrees to be confidcred as parts of reHgious wor* 
ihip4 and therefore fittfol in tfet^pesforintsty bm much mofa 
fiiiful in the Jiinapofers, 

gofpel. 
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gofpel. A proof, level tO the rteaneft capacity,* 
and therefore proper to preferve ordinary Chrif- 
ttans frotn being (haken by the bold and infolent 
attacks now made* on religion by fome of the 
loweft rank. A proof, at the fame time, xiot 
only-deferving the attention of the moft intel- 
ligent, but which of all others, is certainly the 
mofi detifive. Let us try it by its fruits. Let us 
compare the temper and charader of real Chrif* 
ttans, with thofe of infidela, and fee which of 
them beft merits the approbation of an honeft and 
impartial judge. Let us take in every circum« 
fiance that will contribute ^to make the com pa- 
(ifon juft ^nd fair, and fefe what will be the re- 
fult. I fay this, because I can by no means al- 
low, that gres^ multitudes, though born in a 
country where Chrifiianity is profefied,- ought to 
be.confidered as ChriAian», when they are open 
and violent enemies to the gofpel in all its part5# 
They ought rather to be thrown into the fcaleof 
infidelity. ^ But, ilnce moft of them have formed 
no fixed principles at all, becaufe they have never 
thought upon the fubje£b, we (ball leave them 
entirely out of the queftion. 

Is then the chara^er and pradice of infidels 
in general, once to be compared with that of fuch 
Chriftians as believe upon perfonal conviflion ? 
However much the natural fenfe of right and 
wrong may be obfcured and perverted in fome, I 

ihould 
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fiiould think there are very few, who will not 
manifeflly perceive to whom the preference is 
due. In which of the two do you find the moft 
regular and fervent piety towards God ? Here, 
perhaps, it will be faid, This is what no man 
cxpefts to find in unbelievers, it is no part of 
rheir plan, and therefore ought not to be in- 
cluded in ihe comparifon. But as the general 
fenfe of mankind does not require it, fo I can 
ntver fuffer that our duty to God fliould be era* 
fed out of the moral law. Befides, the general 
pretence now, is not atheifm but theifm. The 
queftion is therefore altogether pertinent j and 
pcrfons of this charafler are fclf-condcmncd, 
who, by their total negleft of all religious wor- 
(hip, arc as much chargeable with impiety as in- 
fidelity. — In which of the two is to be found 
the greatcft integrity and uprightncfs in' their 
commerce between man and man, the moft un'- 
feigned good-will, and moft ^&\ve beneficence 
to others ? Is it the unbeliever or the Chriflian, 
who clothes the naked and deals his bread to the 
hungry ? Aflc the many and noble ancient flruc- 
turcs raifed for. the relief of the difeafed and the 
'poor, to whom they owe their eftablifliment and 
fupport ?■ ■ Which of thefe two clafies of men 
are moft remarkable for felf-government i How 
often is the unexperienced youth initiated in de« 
J>^uchery.of all l^iod^, by thefe very friends of 

mankind^ 
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nian>kind| wha charitably difclahn agatnft prieft- 
craft and ddufion, jind happily eradicate the pre- 
judices of educatron, by treating religion and 
all religious perfons with derifioci and fcorn ? 
With what fatal fucxrefs has the infidel often fir- 
duced the unwary virgin into the deftru<3ive 
path of luft, by firft loofening the obligation of^ 
religion, and then juftifying the indulgence of 
every natural defire. We Ihall carry the com- 
parifon no further in this place ; but I muft heg : 
of ^vcry one who hath had the happinefs to be 
acquainted with an eminently pious, bumblet 
afiive, ufeful Chriftian, to fay, whether he can • 
admit it as poffible, under the adminifiratioa of ^ 
» wife and good God, that fucb a peribn is go* 
verned by a fable invented by deCgning villains, c 
while the infidel alone is ia> pofTeffion of the^ 
tnithy which is pure in its nature, Mnd iniifl be 

INToved by its fruits *. 

In 

* I am fenfible it U often pretenJel, thi^t feveral inftdek 
'lisve been men of unbleroiihed morali. Collins was a good 
«man, fay fome, and Sfaaftelbury wet yec abetter man. Perbapt, 
thefe individuals might not be cKarg/eable wtfb the moft open 
difiblution, and grol]^(l feofualit/, which would have been in- 
xonfiflent with their giving themfelves to dofe Rody and ap- 
plication. Befides^ they who aflaulted with fo modi boldnefii 
«dabUJlhed opinions, muil have been under a confideraUe re- 
i^raint, from a regard to thetr charaAer tod caufe. Thisoagbft. • 
not to be rejected as an impxobable fuppofitionj or uncharitable 
^legation agamiV thrm, who lb liberally reprdacfa others, witli 
iniincerCy hypocrlticcbl, and faiAt4ik« pretenets* Bttt* after att» 
snaking even the largeft allowances^ there is one piece of co«'.- 
du^ of whicfh>bafth.6he4boT€*iisiMl fetfiHU were hi4>it«alf|r 
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Th the 2d place, fince not only reltgioti is ge* 
neral, but every particular dodrine of religion 
ought to be tried by its fruits, let steither mi« 
nifters jior people, ever lofe view of this great 
rule in the do£irines which they teach on the 
one hand, or embrace on the other. Let us alfo 
particularly remember, that no credit is to be 
giucn to any high profeffions or bold pre- 
tences, but as they are confirmed by the hSU 
I obferve here, with much pkafure, what 
advantage the fundamental Scripture, dodrines, 
which have been long the glory and happineft 
of this church, will derive from a fatr and full 
enquiry into their influence and tfftSts, The 
io&tkitB I mean are, the loft ftate of man by 
rature ) falvatjon by the free grace of God; 
juftifkation by the imputed righteoufnefs. «f 
Cbrift } and fanflidcation by the eSefiuftl opera** 
lion of the holy Spirit. Thefe were the doe* 
trines of the reformation, when their excellence 
was put beyond all doubt or quefiion, by their 
powerful and valuable effefls. Many adverfaries^ 
indeed, foon rofe up to contradict or to corrupt, 
them ', and it is much to be lamented that they 

guihf, wliich it is impoflible for me to reconcUe with gaol 
morals, even upon the laxeft principles that have ever yet been 
avowed. What I mean was, their folemnly recehrtng Hie holf 
facrameat, to qualify themfelvet for bearing olSce ia thdr 
country^ though they believed it to be altogether impoftoce and 
"deoeit. This was fach a piect of grols and aggn^vajbd diftiMite 
lation, as it is impofli|>Ie either to defend in at(etf^ or to (iij^ 
"pofe confiftent with integrity ttpon<the whoSe, 
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are, at prefcnt, by many« fo boldly and Co vio-* 
iently oppofed in this once happy ifland. But' 
we may venture to affirm, that when the doc* 
trine of the crofs retained its purity and fimpli- 
city, then was true religion, including every mo- 
ral virtue, feen to grow from it as its fruit.- On 
the other hand^ when and wherever, it has been 
rtin down, and 'a pretended moral dodrinc has 
been inttoduced, to the prejudice and fubvejfion 
t)f the grace of God, it hath been always follow* 
ed by a deluge of profanenefs and immorality in • 
practice. It is eafy and common to difguife iht 
troth by milrcprefentation, or to vilify it by .op- 
probrious titles. It is eafy to pretend a warm 
%e9\ for the-great do(9rlncs of morality, anct fre* 
quemly to repeat^ in a pi^lpit, jhe neccffity of 
iiolinef^ in general j but all impartial perfons 
ought, and the world in general will- judge more 
by works than by words. Let us fuppofe, for 
example, the old obje<£^ion revived againft a^mi- 
nifter who preaches the doctrine of grace, that it 
loofcns the oWisiations to' holinefs- of life. The 
objection is*, of all others,' the moft fpecious : 
yet, if that minifter difchfcrgeshis duty with zeal 
and diligence, watches over his peopll^s fouls, 
feprQ.vLng, rebuking, . exhorting with all long- 
fufFering and ddilrine; is ftriil and holy in his 
avi(n conuetfation, abhorring and flying from the 
ftcicty of the jangodly j and if the eiFed^pf his 
,.:- . . miniftry 
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miniftry be to turn many finners from the error of 
their ways, and to make an intelligent, ferious, 
regular people, the accufation will not be receiv- 
ed: and who will fay that it ought? On the 
other hand, is any minifter more covetous of the 
fleece, than diligent for the welfare of the flock ; 
rold and heartlefs in his facred work, but loud 
-and jioify in promifcuous and foolHh convcrfa- 
tion ; earelefs or partial in the cxereife of difci- 
plin^; covering or palliating the fins of the 
great, becaufe they may promote him; making 
friends and companions of profane perfons; tho* 
this man's zeal Aould burn like a flame againft 
Ancinomiantfm, and though his own uilvaried 
ilrain ihould be the neceflity of holfnefs, I would 
•never take him to be any of its real friends. 

Let us not, my brethren,- deceive ourfelvea, or 
attempt to deceive others by plaufible pretences. 
Let us all be jealous for good works ; not the 
name, but the thing. Let us not expedt to promote - 
them by a little cold reafoning, or aflfeded flowery 
declamation ; but by the fimplicity of the gofpel; 
by the doSrine of the crofs, which will not on>y 
teH menthatthey ought to be holy, but eflFe6li4- 
ally bring them to that happy ftate. The lead- 
ing, principle of true holinefs, according to the 
gofpel) is a deep and grateful fenfe of redeeming 
Jove. ** For the love of Chrift conftraineth us, 
<< bcjcaufe we thus judge, that if one died for all 

** then 
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*^ then were all dead : and that he died for all, 
« that they which live, fhould not henceforth 
«^ live unto them(elves, but unto him which 
<< died for them, and rofe again *." 

In the 3d place, from what has been faid on 
this fubjed you may fee, in a very ftreng lights 
faow neceflary it is, that minifters ihould be, not 
only really but vifibly and eminently holy 2 and 
with how much care they are bound t9 avoid 
every appearance of evil. There are fome mi<- 
nifters who ftroogly plead for liberty and free^ 
dom„ and loudly complain of the malice, uncha^ 
ritablenefs, and cenforioufnefs of the world. They 
feem as if they defired, nay, which is ftill more 
foolifli, expefled, that no part of their conduA 
fhould be attended to, or any inference drawn 
from it with rtfyeA to tbetr charafier. This 
will never be the cafe till they are inviftble. It 
appears, from what hath been &id in the pre- 
ceding difcourie, that it is the right and the duly 
^every man to try a minifter by his fruits. Ig- 
norance indeed, may fomettines be guilty of miC- 
takes to our prejudice, and malice or envy.m^^y 
go too far ; yet this is only what we ought to 
lay our account with, and it fliould excite us, 
not to a contempt of the judgment of others, 
but to greater ftriAnefe and circumfpeAion, that 

% C«r» V. 14. 

« they 
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<< they maf be aftamtd who faHely acc&fe our 
<« good cooverfation in Chrifl.*' 

It is very hurtful in this as in many other cafes, 
«when a man views^ things only on one fide. 
Sooe are apt Jto impute fo much to the malice 
and uncharitablenefs of the world, that they fel* 
doni or never think themfelves as truly guilty 
>of any offence or mifcarriage. I am perfuaded 
many are in a manner blinded to the errors of 
dieir own conduA, by this very circumftance. 
Or, if they cannot but be fenfible that they have 
been guilty of fomething that was wrong, when 
the fiiult is aggravated by report, they feem to 
think that this atones for any thing really blame* 
worthy, and fo are hardened both againft con- 
feffion and repentance. To fpcak without pre« 
|iidiee, it is more than probable, that we are as 
much chargeable with unguarded and ofFenfive 
conduA, on the one hand, as the world with 
precipitate or partial judgment on the other. It 
hath been fometimes obferved, that the multitude 
or common people are but poor judges of a man's 
ability or learning, but they are very good judges 
of his life. There is a great deal of truth in this 
obfervatfon $ and to fupport it I add, that even a 
hypocritical pretence is extremely hard to main* 
tain, and fo often betrays itfelf by little circum- 
fiances, that there are very few whofe real cha- 
rader is not better underflood by the world 

* ihai^ 
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than themfelvcs. The chief exception I know 
to this is the cafe of violent party difputes. The 
injuflice done to charaders on each fide there, 
is very great. If you take a man's chara£):er from 
one to vrhom he ftands in party opppfitiony you 
muft conceive him not a man hurt a monfter. 
But (fetting this afide, which does not fall with- 
in the compafs of our prefent fubje^t) ingeneral,* 
it is furely much more becoming, and it is. infi- 
nitely more fafe for us to fufpedV ourfelves, than 
to complain of hard meafure from the world. 
Let us therefore, by doubling our diligence in 
every perfonal and minifterial duty, endeavour to 
•* make our light fo Ihine before men, that they 
** may fee our good works, and glorify our Fa- 
** ther which is in heaven*." 

In the 4th place I muft now take the libefty, 
in fidelity to the truft committed to me,^ to be a 
little more particular in the application of this 
fubjeft, and to enquire, whether mmiflers arc 
not, in a good meafure, chargeable with the low 
ftate to which religion is at prefent reduced. 
May I not fay without ofFence, that an eminent, 
holy, diligent, and fupcefsful gofpel miniftry was 
once the glory and bleffing of this part of the 
united kingdom ! But how are we fince fallen 
afleep ! " How is the gold become dim ! How 
•• is. the moft fine gold changed !" That there 

• Matt, y, 16, V 

is 
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is a difference is plain ; and that this difference 
does not lie in inferior abilities or a lefs proportion 
of learning, is equally certain. I amfenfible, that 
this is a part of my fubjeft which would require 
to be touched with a very tender and delicate 
hand, and that, perhaps, Irun as great a hazard 
to inflame and exafperate the fore, as to bring any 
effectual cure. This is, indeed, itfelf, one (Irong 
fymptom of our difeafe, that we cannot endure 
plain dealing ; and there is not a fmgle circum- 
fiance, in which there is a greater difference 
between this and the preceding age. What 
in former times would have been reckoned (to 
ipeak in their language) no more than plainnefs 
and minifterial freedom, would now be called 
the moft ilanderous inve^live and unpardonable 
abufe. Inftead, therefore^ of taking upon me to 
fay who are chiefly to be blamed as the criminal 
caufcs of it, I fliall only affirm and lament the 
melancholy tffed, that we have in many places 
of this church a defpi-fed, forfaken, ufelefs mi* 
nifiry ; that many of the people have gone from 
mountain to mountain, and forgotten their reft* 
jng place, while a flill greater number is faft 
afleep in ignorance, fecurity, and floth. Where 
is that union, that mutual efleem and affection, 
which once fubfiffed between miniflers and their 
people. It mud be acknowledged, that their in- 
fluence and authority is now in a great meafure 
Vo L, I. X loft. 
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loft, and therefore I 'may fafely conclude that 

. their ufefulnefs is gone. That the fault is all 

. Oil one fide, is neicher a modeft nor a probable 

V fuppofition. Should* we throw the Uame ofF our- 

felves, what a terrible load muft we thereby 

lay upon others ? We muft fuppofe and fay, 

that under a blarxTelefs miniftry, under the beft 

and pureft of inftru£tion, one part of the nation 

is funk in brutality and floth, and the other rent 

in pieces by divifion, and religion loft in the fury 

. of contending parties. 

We may fay fo, my brethren, and feme do 
fay what amounts to the (ame thing, but it is 
not credible. I do therefore, in the moft earned 
manner befeech every mlnifter in this agdtence, 
fcrioufly to think, how far he hath given juft 
caufe to his people to defpife his perfon, or de- 
fert his miniftrations. Let us n^t fo infift upon 
the ignorance, prejudices, and weaknefs of the 
giddy multitude, as if a failure on our part was 
impoflible. We may be fometimes blamed in 
the wrong place ; but we have, perhaps, as much 
refpeft in general, as we really deferve. Do not 
think it is fufficient that you are free from grofs 
crimes, fuch as blafphemy, riot, and unclean luft. 
BlefTed be God, nothing of this kind would yet 
be fufFercd among us without cenfure. But there 
are many other things, which, either feparately 
Qt together, render a miniftcr juftly contemp- 

tible^ 
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tiWe/on which no law, either civil or ecclefiaftic. 
can lay hold. If one fct apart to the fervice of 
Chrift in the gofpel, manifeftly fhows his duty 
to be a burden^ and does no more work than 
is barely fuiHcient to fcreen him from cenfure ; 
if he reckons it a piece of improvement how 
feldom or how fliort he can preach, and makes 
his boaft how many omiffions he has brought a 
patient and an injured people to endure without 
complaint ; while, at the fame time, he cannot 
fpeak with temper of thofe who are willing to 
do more than hinifelf j however impoflible it may 
be to afcertain his faults by a libel, he juftly 
merits the deteftation of every faithful minifter, 
and every real Chriftian. 

The things here in view, though they are eafily 
feen, are difScult to defcribe ; and, therefore, I 
fhall not attempt to be more particular. But I 
cannot forbear vi'arning you againft, and point- 
ing out the evil of two pieces of difhonefty, 
which may pofTibly be found united to gravity 
and decency in other refpe£ls. One of them is 
common in our neighbour kingdom, and may 
polRbly have taken place among us, though I 
cannot aflirm it. The other, I am certain, hath 
many times taken place in the church of Scot- 
-land. The firft is a minifter's fubfcribing articles 
of doctrine, which he does not believe. This is 
.fo direct a violation of fincerity, that it is afto- 

I 2 nifliing 
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iiifliing to think, how men can fet their minds at 
cafe in the profpeft, or keep them in peace after 
the deliberate commifiion of it. The very ex- 
cufes and evafions, that are offered In defence of 
it, are a difgrace to reafon as well as a fcandal to 
religion. What fuccefs can' be expefted from 
that man's minidry, who begins it with an ad 
of fuch complicated guilt. How can he take 
upon him to reprove others for fm, or to train 
them up in virtue and true goodnefs, while him- 
felf is chargeable with direA, premeditated, and 
perpetual perjury. I know nothing fo nearly 
refembling it, as thofe cafes in trade, in which 
men make falfe entries, and at once fcreen and 
aggravate their fraud, by fwearing, or caufing 
Others to fwear contrary to truth. This is juftly 
reputed fcandalous even in the world, and yet 
I know no circumftance in which they differ, 
that does not tend to (how it to be lefs criminal 
than the other. We are not yet fo much hard- 
ened in this fm as many in our neighbour church, 
for I fi^ve never found any among us fo bold 
as to profefs and defend it. But, if no fuch thing 
is at all admitted among us, Why is there fo 
heavy a fufpicion of it ? Why do fo many com- 
plain, that the great and operative do&rines, of 
the gofpel are withdrawn, and an unfubftantial 
theory of virtue fubflituted in their place ? Or 
why are not fuch complaints put to filence^ fince 

it 



byits Moral Influence. 175 

it may be fo eafily done? Appearances are cer-* 
tainly fuch as will warrant me in mentioning it 
upon this occadon : and I have particularly cho- - 
fen to introduce it upon this fubject, that I may 
attack it not as an error, but as a fraud ; not as a 
miftake in judgment, but an inftance of grofs 
difiionefty and infincerity of heart. Suppofing, 
therefore, that there may poflibly be truth in the 
charge againft fome of us, .1 muft beg every mi- 
nifter> but efpecially thofe young, perfons who 
have an eye to that facred office to remember, 
that God will not be mocked, though the world 
may be deceived. In his fight, no gravity of de- 
portment, no pretence to freedom of enquiry, 
a thing excellent in itfelf, no regular exercife of 
the, right of private judgment will warrant or 
excufe fuch a lie for gain, as f;>lemnly to fubfcribc 
what they do not believe. 

The other particular I propofed to mention is 
the folemn atteftion of men^s chara£^ers, not 
only in general, but for particular qualities, 
without any Satisfying knowledge whether the 
thing affirroccf is true or falfe. This hath been 
often done in the church of Scotland, not by 
particular perfons, wich whom we might renounce 
relation, but by confent of many, gravely and 
deliberately in conftituted courts. Can we avoid 
making tl)e following obvious but melancholy; 
jefleftioji, How great is the blindnefs of men t6 

I 3 ibofc 
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thofe fins which are introduced by degrees and 
countenanced fey prevailing fafhion ? Should we 
be told by an hiftorian of credit, that, in one of 
the dark and corrupt ages of poper}% it. was conri- 
mon for a body of minifters, v/hen defired, to give 
a figned atteftation to particular perfons, that they 
were ftrift obfervers of the fabbath, and wor- 
fhfpped God regularly in their famil'es, while the 
perfons attefling knew nothing of the matter, 
and, in faft, with regard to feme of them, it 
was abfolutely falfe. Would there be a diflent* 
ing voice in afiirmirvg, that fuch men muft have 
been loft to all fenfe of integrity, and utterly un- 
worthy of regard. What fhall we fay, if the fame 
thing is done among us every day, and defended 
by no better argument than the judgment of 
charity, which believeth all things. Charity 
teaches us to believe no ill of another without 
fatisfying evidence, and forbids us to fpread it, 
although it be true, without apparent neceifity; 
but will charity cither juftify or excufe us, in 
folemnly affirming a pofuive fail, the exiftence 
of which Is uncertain in itfelf, and to us 'unknown, 
I do not take upon me to fay, that all are bad 
men who are guilty, by a£t or confent, of this 
pra£lice, becaufe I do not knov^ how far the 
plea of ignorance or miftake may go; but this 
trfay be fafcly faid that they do in a public capa- 
city, what, if they were to do- in a private capa- 
city 
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city betvreen man and man, would lender them 
tOntemptible, or infamous, or both. 

Thcfe two particulars have often brought re- 
.proach upon the.church of Scotland, to which it 
is very difficult to make a proper reply. Would 
to God the occafion given for it were wholly 
taken away. In the mean time, every one who 
has a JL»ft'regard to the glory of God, or the fuc- 
cefs of his own work, will endeavour to main- 
tain fuch an uniformity of chara61:er, as will bear 
that examination, to which it ought in juftice, - 
and muft of neceflity be expofed. 

In the laft place, I muft beg leave to fpeak a - 
few words to the people in general, on the fub- 
ject of this difcourfe. You may learn, my bre- 
thren, from the preceding difcourfc, by what 
rule you ought to judge, in all religious contro- • 
Verfies, where a determination is neceflary. Try 
all principles by their effedls, and every perfon's 
pretences by his conduft. Examine, as far as 
you have proper evidence, who have real and 
vital religion moft at heart, and what means do 
cfFeflually promote it. Believe not every profef- 
Jion, but fee which is moft confiftent in all Its 
parts. Have patience, in difficult cafes, till the 
tree have time to bring its fruits to maturitj^ 
Time will often write a clear and Icf^ible cha- 
rader, on what was very dark and dubious at 
•firft, . • . . 

^ . I 4 It 
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It is probable fome will be ready to (ay, there - 
h no fmall doubtfulnefs in this rule itfelf. There 
may be found good men of many different par- 
lies, how then (hall we judge between them ? 
I anfwer, wherever there ts true reh'gion, t^efe 
perfons are tcx be conddered as the fervants of 
God, and his grace in them is to be confefled 
without reluAance, ^nd adored with thankful- 
nefs. There will, neverthelefs, be ftill fufficient 
means to diftinguifh between one profeiBon and 
another, which hath the greateft influence in 
making men truly good. There may be, here 
and there, a good man under very great difad* 
vantages. This may ferve to keep us from a 
bigotted narrownefs of mind, and uncharitable 
condemnation of others. But it will never oc- 
cafion, in any prudent perfon, a departure from 
thefe principles, and that difpenfation of ordi- 
nances, which he fees to be beft for building him 
up in holinefs and comfort, through faith unto 
falvation. The truth is, one great defign of this 
difcourfe was to teach men todiftinguifli between 
the upright and the worthlefs of all kAs. Turn 
your zeal from parties to perfons. Do not re- 
proach or oppofe men merely becaufe they are of 
this or the other perfuafion. But^ wherever there is 
a wicked or a worldly man in the office of a mi* 
nifter, avoid the wolf in iheep's cloathing for 
your own fake, and, if poffible, dra^ off his dif« 

guife. 
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guiie, that others may not be his prey. What 
doth it fignify what party a man is of, if the 
foundations are deftroyed, and truth and holinefs^ 
thefe infeparable companions, are trampled under 
foot. When (hall the time come, when the fin- 
cere lovers of Chrift of every denomination^ 
(hall join t02;ether in oppofition to his open ene- 
mies and treacherous friends. There is a won- 
derful, though a natural union, among all world- 
ly men, againft the fpirit and power of true re- 
ligion wherever it appears. I am forry to add, 
that this is one of the inflances in which the 
children of this world are wifer in their genera- 
tion than the children of light. Many will not 
meet together on earth for the worftip of God, 
who ftiall have but one temple at laft, where all 
from the eaft^and fto.m the weft, from the north 
and from the fouth, ihall meet, and join in their 
Creator and Redeemer's praife. The terms of 
admifHon into, and of excliifion from this happy 
dwelling, are recorded in the following remarkable 
terms, with which I (hall conclude this difcourfe, 
as indeed they are the fum of all that has been 
faid in it, *' And there Ihall in no wife enter 
** into it, any thing that defileth, neither what- 
** foever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie, 
** but they which arc written in the Lamb's 
** book of life*." 

• Rcr. xxi, tjt 
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Acts xvii. 6. laft claufe. 

Tbefe that bave turned the world upjide down 

are come hither alfo. 

My Br£thrbn, 

YOU have had, of late, frequent oppor- 
tunities of hearing difcouifes on the mi- 
nifterial charaSer and office. Thefe 
fubje£ls, indeed, have, on occafions of this and 
a fimilar nature, been fo often and fo well hand- 
led^ that it is hard to fay any thing on theni, 
which ihall not be either bare repetition, or an 
alteration very much for the worfe. I have 
therefore, made choice at this time of a fubje^l 
fomewhat different, but the ufefulnefs of which, 
both to minifters and people may be eafily dif- 
cerned. 

A great part of the facred volume confifts of 
hiftory. And, as the knowledge of paft events, 
and the hiftory of mankind in general, is an im- 
proving 
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proving ftudy j fo there is no objeft of ftudy 
more pleafant or more profitable, than that ex- 
tenfive view of the great plan of providence which 
is exhibited to us in the word of God, There 
We have accefs to obferve the power, the wifdom, 
and the grace of the various revelations of the 
divine will, given in fuccefljve ages, their cor- 
refpondence one t6 ahothery and how well each 
IS fuited to the feafon, and other circumftances 
of its difcovery. Abovie all, it is nfefal and de- 
lightful to obferve, the perfeA union and harmo- 
ny of the whole, and the feveral flriking and 
diftinguifliing characters that are to be found on 
all the works of the one, eternal, and unchange- 
able God. 

This untformiiy iis in noting moHs re'mark- 
liblc, than rn the fufferings of good men, and 
their caufes. True feiigfon being tfee fame in 
fubftance in every age, we may expe& to find a 
Mrry ftronglikenefs in all tbei'eai fervflnts of God, 
howeverldiftant ffhe periods in whkh they make 
their appearance. A conformity of Aafe a]|b 
may le expe£):ed, as w'ell as a ftmt^arity of cha- 
rader. They have the fame end ifi view, they 
Iread in the fame path, and therefore, muft meet 
with refinance from the fame enemies. There 
wSk from the beginning, and there will be to 
the end of the world, a ftrife and conflidl between 
the righteoiis land the wicked, between " the 

« fcc4 
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" fted of the woman, and the feed of the fer- 
<* pent/* And, in particular, it is natural t'd 
fuppqfe, that flander and calumny will be always 
one of the weapons yfed by the enemies of the 
truth. We have no rcafon then to be furprifed^ 
that eVery good man fliould have occ^fion to fay 
with the Pfalmift David, and with a greater than 
he, the Son of David, •* They laid to my charge 
** things that I knew not." 

This was the cafe with the apodle Paul and 
his companion, in the pallage of hiftory of 
which my text is a part. But the nature of the 
accufation here brought againft them feems to be 
iingular, and to merit particular attention. They 
were the fervants and thertiniftcrs. of the Prince 
of peace. Their office was to preach and pub- 
IT/h the gofpel of peace. Their doftrine was full 
bf meeknefs and love. They difcovered the 
love of God to men; aild, after the example of 
their mailer, they charged men to love one ano- 
ther. They were mean in their ootw'ard appear- 
ance, and neither poflefled^ nor claimed any 
earthly dominion. In one* word, they had no- 
thing about them that one would think could 
give jealoufy to the civil power, that could feem 
formidable or dangerous to any chara^eror clafs 
of men. Yet here they are charged as feditious, 
as difturbers to the public peace, as enemies to 
the government. [^ Thefe tkat have turned the 

** world 
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<< Thefe all do contrary to the decrees of Caefar, 
** faying, That there is another king, one Jefus." 
What fort of an accufation is this ? not only 
falfe but improbable. Does not the arch-enemy, 
the accufer of the brethren, feem to have failed 
in his ufual (kill I Is there the leaft profpe<Sl of 
fuccefs in fo groundlefs a charge i 

But what (hall we fay, if, upon an accurate 
examination it be found, that the fame charge 
' hath been brought again(i the fervants of God iir 
every age ? That none hath been advanced with 
greater boldneCs, and none with greater fuccefs ? 
Nay, perhaps, that it is the (ingle (landing 
charge, from whidi their enemies have never 
departed fince the beginning of the world, and 
which* of all others, hath been moft readily and 
moft univerfally believed. In other inftances, 
the reproaches thrown upon the children of God 
have been opposite, and mutually deftrudtive of 
each other. Chrift himfelf, when his zeal in his 
Father's bufinefs made him forget to eat bread* 
was faid to be befide himfelf, and mad. At other 
times he was called a cunning deceiver and maf- 
ter of the curious arts. But in this, his ene. 
mies, and thofe of his people, have never varied* 
And their fuccefs has been equal to their malice. 
They crucified bim as an enemy to Caefar, with the 
title Qf ufurpacion wxicten over hip -, and they have 

com- 
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compelled all his difciples after him, to bear his 
crofs, and to groan under the weight of the fame 
unjuft and Glanderous charge. 

There are few fubjeds more worthy of the 
ferious attention of thofe who firmly believe the 
word of God. None which will afford greater 
occafion to adore the myfterious depth of divine 
providence, or furnifh more inftrudive leilbns to 
fuch as defire to hold on with fteadinefs in the 
paths of true religion. Above all, this fubjeA 
may be ufeful to minifters of the gofpeL It will 
contribute to afcertain the charafler which they 
ought to bear ; to din& them in their duty ; to 
prepare them for, and fortify them againff, the 
trials which it is impoffible they can avoid. 

Id difcourfrng further upon this fubje£l it is 
propofed, through the aiHilance of divine grace, 

I. By a (hdrt hiftorical deduction, chiefly from 
the holy Scriptures, to (hew, That the charac* 
ter of feditious, troublefbme, and diforderly, hath 
been confiantly given by wicked men to the fer* 
VantsofGod. 

II. To enquire, and endeavour to point out^ 
what it is in true religion that gives occafion 
to this charge, and makes the world prone to 

believe it. 
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In the laft place, To make fome pra£):ical 
improvement of what may be fakl. 

I return to the firft of thefe, viz. 

I. By a (hort hiftorical deduflion, to fhew, 

Thatthecharafter of feditious, troi>blefome, aiyl 

diforderly, hath been conftantly given by wicked 

men to the fcrvants of God. - -It would not 

be difficult to point out fomething of this fpi- 

fit prevailing in the world, from the life of al- 

rtioft every good man, whofc name ftands upon 

record, however fhort and general the account 

be, that is given of many of them in Scripture. 

But, as much of what might properly enough 

fall under this head, will be neceffary in the il- 

luftratton of the fecond ; to prevent confufion 

and repetition, I {hali content mjfclf with feme 

leading inftances, in very different ages, from 

the earlieft to the lateft times. 

The firft I flrall mention is, a paffage as ex- 
traordinary in its nature, and as Angular in its 
circumfta^ces, as any that hiftory. affords. It is 
the meeting cf Ahab and Elijah, in-the time of a 
great famine in the -land oflfracl. Ahab, that 
profane prfnce, had by h?S' apoftacy and idola- 
try, brought dotvn the judgment of a righteous 
God) bath on his kingdom and on his houfe. 
We are told, " That he did more to provoke 
** the Lord God of Ifrael to anger, than all the 

*' kings 
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" kings of Ifrael that were before him*." He 
had perfecutcd the worfliippers of the true God 
with unrelenting violence ; and, as it was na- 
tural to expeA, he hated with uncommon ran- 
cour, and difliiiguiflied by uncommon feverity, 
all the prophets who continued ftedfaft in the 
caufe of truth. As many of them as he could 
lay hold of, he had put to death. He had hunted 
for Elijah, not only through all the kingdom of 
Ifrael, but through the neighbouring nations, 
as we find related by Obadiah his principal fer* 
vant, " As the Lord thy God livcth, there is no 
*« nation or kingdom whither my lord hath not 
** ftnt to feek thee; and when they faid, He is 
••" hot there 5 he took an oath of the kingdom 
*« and nation that.they found thee not t.*' After 
all this feverity on his part, when Elijah, by the 
command of God went out to meet him, fee 
the form of his falutation 5 ** And it came to 
** pafs, when Ahab faw Elijah, that Ahab faid 
•* unto him. Art thou he that troubleth Ifrael J ?** 
To this the prophet makes the following flrong 
arid juft reply, '^ I have not troubled Ifrael; but 
V thou, and thy father's houfe, have troubled 
*« Ifrael, in' that thou fiaft' forfaken the com- 
** mandments of the Lord} and thou haft fol- 
** lowed Baalim.'* 

• J Kings.xvi, 33, -f i Kings xvui.,X9# JH>id,ver. 171 

Another 
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Another inftance fimilar to the former may be 
found In Jehofaphat and Ahab's confultation be- 
fore going out to battle. ** And. Jehofaphat 
*^ faid, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord 
** bcfides, that we may enquire of him? And 
•* the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofaphat, There 
** is yet one man (Micaiah the fon oflmlah) 
'* by whom we may enquire of the Lord ; but 
•* I hate him, for he doth not prophefy good 
•' concerning me, but evil *.'* Here, you fee, 
Micaiah was the object of hatred and averdon, 
becaufe he denounced the judgment of God 
againft the king's wickednefs. That vengeance 
which he himfeJf not only merited but foli- 
cited by his crimes, was attributed to malice in 
the prophet. 

/ Se£ an Inftance of a general accufation of this 
kind againft all the worlhippers of the true God, 
by Haman in the book of Efther. ** And Ha- 
•' man faid unto king Ahafuerus, There is a 
•* certain picople fcattered abroad, and difperVed 
•< among the people in all the provinces of thy 
** kingdom, and their laws are diverfe from all 
•* people, neither keep they the king's laws; 
•* therefore it is not for the king's profit to fuf- 
•« fer thcmf." 

The prophet Jeremiah met with the fame 
rcatmcnt at different times. Neither prince, nor 

• I Kings xxii, 7, 8. f Eftber iii. 8. 
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againft^ Good Men accounted fon i Sg 

priefts, nor prophets, were able to bear without 
refentment, the threatnings which he denounced 
in the name of God» ** Now it came to pafs, 
^' when Jeremiah had made an end of fpeakinjg 
^^ all that the Lord had commanded him to fpeak 
*^ unto all the people, that the priefts and 
«< the prophets^ and all the people took him, fay- 
** ing. Thou flialt furely die. Why haft thou 
*' j>rophefied in the name of the Lord, faying, 
** This houfe ihall be like Shiloh, and this city 
<< ihall be defolate without an inhabitant, and 
•* all the people were gathered againft Jeremiah 
** in the houfe of the Lord ♦.—Then fpake 
*' the priefts and the prophets unto the princes 
** and to all the people, faying. This man is 
** worthy to die, for he hath prophefied againft 
" this city, as you have heard with your ears f." 
We find him afterwards cxprefsly accufcd of 
treachery on the fame account. ** And when 
*^ he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of 
*• the ward was there, whofe name was Irijah, 
^^ the fon of Shelemiah, tfie fon of Hananiah, 
** and he took Jeremiah the prophet, faying, 
*< Thou falleft away to the Chaldeans %." 

The prophet Anios h another inftance, pre- 
cifely parallel to the laft. Becaufe of his fidelity 
to God, he was Invidioufly reprefented as an ene- 

• Jer. xxvi. 8, o. + Ibid. rcr. i U X J«r. 

aixxvu. 13. See alfo chap, xxxviii. 4. 

my 
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my to the king. *' Then Amaziah the prieft of 
*' Beth-cl fent to Jeroboam king of Ifrael, 
** iaying, Amos hath confpired |igainft thee in 
** the midft of the houfe of Ifrael : the land is 
•* not able to bear all his words *." 

"Our blefled Lord and Saviour fell under the 
fame accufation. However plain and artlefs his 
carriage, he is called a deceiver - of the people. 
** There was much murmuring among the peq- 
** pie concerning iim, for fome faid, he is a 
*' good man ; others faid, Nay, but he deceiv- 
*^ eth the people f." His enemies endeavoured 
to embroil him with the civil government by this 
infidious queftion, " Is it lawful to give tribute 
*^ to Caefar, or not?*' And that which brought 
him at laft to the crofs was the fame pretended 
crime. '* And from thenceforth Pilate fought 
** to releafe him : but the Jews cried out, faying, 
*^ If thou let this man go, thou art not Caefar 's 
*' friend : whofoever maketh himfelf a king, 
«' fpeaketh againft Caefar J." 

I fhall clofe this vievv of the Scripture hiftory, 
with the paflage of which my text is a part. The 
whole crime of the apoflle Paul, and his compa- 
nion, was preaching the do£lrine of the crofs of 
Chrift, his great and darling theme. We are 
told, he " opened" and « alledged, that Chrift 
*< muft needs have fufFered, and rifen again from 
# Amos vii, loi f John vii, i»» J John xii, la. 

*« the 
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'^* the dead." Then the Jews, to whom this 
doflfine- always was a ftumbling-block, were 
■** .moved with envy^," and endeavoured to in- 
. jiame the refentmcnt'of the idolatrous multitude: 
they took for their aiTociates the moft wicked and 
profligate, ** Certain lewd fellows of the bafer 
•* fort :" They *^ fet all the city in an uprore :'* 
And as, no doubt, the friends of Paul and Silas 
would endeavour to proteft them from the inju- , 
jious affault, their enemies very gravely charge 
them as the authors of the confufion, both there 
and elfewhere, ** They that have turned the 
*' world upfide down, are come hither alfo." 

Having produced thefe inftances from the holy 
Scriptures, which are liable to no exception, I 
fhall fay but little on the fubfequent periods of 
the church. Only in general, the fame fpirit 
will be found to have prevailed in every age. 
Whoever will take the pains to look into the 
hiftory of the church before the reformation, can- 
, not fail to obferve, that when any one, either 
among the clergy or laity, was bold enough to 
reprove the errors in do£lrinc, or the ambition^ 
luxury, and worldly lives of his contemporaries, 
he was immediately branded as a faftious and 
diforderly perfon, and often feverely punifhed. as 
an enemy to the peace of the church. 

That this was the cafe with the firft reformers, 

.loth at home and abroad, is too well known to 

c need 
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need any proof* And we have had ftill more 
recent examples of it in both parts of the united 
kingdom. The noble ftruggle which many in 
England made, about an hundred years ago, for 
their liberties facred and civil, ftill bears the name 
of the grand rebellion. And it is remarkable, 
that, however juft a title they had to ftand vp 
for their rights as men and Chriftians, yet their- 
doing fo at that time, was in a great meafure 
owing to the fury and violence of their enemies, 
who were, in every refped, the aggreflbrs. A 
very judicious hiftprian fays on this fubjed, 
«« That which, upon the whole, was the great 
*< caufe of the parliament's ftrength and the 
<< king's ruin, was, that the debauched rabble 
'* through the land, took all that were called 
<< Puritans for their enemies ; fo that if a man 
«( did but pray in his family, or were but heard 
*< repeat a fermon, or fing a pfalm, they pre* 
<* fently cried out, Rebels, roundheads, and all 
« their money and goods that were portable, 
** proved guilty, how innocent foever they were 
«< themfelves. This it was that filled the armies 
^^ and garrifons of the parliament with fol>er pi- 
<* ous men. Thoufands had no mind to meddle 
<* with the wars, but greatly defired to live 
•* peaceably at home, when the rage of foldiers 
«* ^nd drunkards would not fuffer them*." 

• Calamy*s Life of Baxta> Chap. IV. 

6 And 
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And in Scotland* after the refloratibn, though 
there was no Aruggle for civil liberty, all who 
chofe to obey God rather than man, cither in 
the fubftance or circumftances of religious duties, 
were charged with treafon and fuSered as rebels. 
They were expelled from the church ; yet cenr 
fured as fchifoiatics. They were harrafled, 
fined, and imprifbned, when living in peace^ 
without any fault but *^ concerning the law of 
*' their God/' and yet complained of as trou- 
l)lefome. They were baniflied, excommunicated, 
and denied the common benefits of life ; aivl yet, 
when the extreme rigour of their oppreflbr^ com- 
pelled them to take up arms in felf-defence, they 
were condemned in form of law, ifor refifting 
that government which had denied them its pro- 
tedion. 

I forbear to add any more particular examples 5 
but from the dedudlion above given, it will plain- 
Jy appear, that worldly men have been always 
difpofed, firft to opprofs the children of God, 
and then to complain of injury from them, that 
by flander thej' might vindicate their opprefEon. 
Their flander too., hath ftill run in the fame 
ftrain ; troublers of Ifrael, <leceivers of the 
people, enemies to Caefar, and turners of the 
world upfide down^ have been the opprobrious 
titles generally given to the moll upright and moft 
faithful men, in every age and country* 

Vol. I. K Wc 
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Wc proceed now, 

II, In the fecond place, To enquire, what 
It is in true religion that gives occafion to this 
charge, and makes the world prone to believe it. 

That there mu(t be fomething of this kind is 
very evident. So uniform an efFe<f^, could not 
take place without an adequate caufe. And, to 
a ferious and attentive obferver^ I am perfuaded 
it is not di£Scult to difcern. The general caufe 
of thiseiFed is, that, in an equivocal fenfe, the 
charge is juft. True religion does, indeed, giv« 
trouble and uneafine(s to wicked men, while 
they continue fuch ; and it cannot be fuppofcd^ 
but they will deeply refent it. In order to illuf- 
txate this a little more fully, I beg your attention 
to the three following obfervations. 

I. The example of the fcrvants of God, is a 
continual and fenfible reproach, to the contrary 
condu£l of the men of the world. Nothing cah 
preferve peace to any man, but fome meafure of 
feIf-fatisfa£lion. As' a deceived heart turns the 
wicked aftde, fo the continuance of felf-deccit is 
neceflary to his tafting thofe pleafures of fin in 
which his miflaken happinefs is placed. To re- 
proach his condud, therefore, is to difturb his 
dream, and to wound bis peace. And as pride, 
however finely difguifed, has the dominion in 
every unrenewed heart, how ofFenfive jnuft every 
^pQCies o^ reproof be, to men of this cbaraSer ? 

Now, 
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Now» is not the example of every good man, a 
fevere and fenfibie, though filent^ reproof to the 
wicked ? With whatever fpecious arguments men* 
tnay fometimes plead for fin, with whatever falfe 
pretences they may often excufe and palliate it 
to their own minds, when it is brought into one 
view with triie religion, it is not able to bear the 
compartfon. The example of good men to thd 
wicked is, like the fun upon a weak eye, dif^ 
treffing and painful. It is excellent in itfelf, but 
it Js offenfive to them. If I may fpeak fo, it 
flaihes light upon the confcience, roufes it from 
a flate of infenfible fecurity, points its arrows^ 
and ibarpens its (ling. What elfe was it that 
produced the firA a£t of violence that fiands tipoll 
record, the murder of Abel by his brother Cain I 
Of this the apoftle John fpeaks in the following 
terms, " Not as Cain, who was of that wicked 
** one, and flew his brother : and whercford. 
«* flew he him ? Becaufe his own works were 
" evil, and his brother's righteous." 

And, as every worldly man's own confcience 
b thus ihzic troubicfome to him by the example 
of the children of God : fo it tends Co fet finners 
at variance with one another, and expofes the 
conduct of each to the cenfure of the reft. .Sin, 
however univerfally pra6lifed^ is yet generally 
fliamefvl. Confcience though bribed, and comr^ 
parattvely. blind in a man's. own cafe, is oftca. 

K 2 juft 
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jufl and ioipaitial, at leaft under far lefs biafi, 
ki the cafe of others. It is in this way, and ia 
this way alone, that the puUic honour and cre- 
dit of religion is preferved, amidft (o great a ma* 
jority who are enemies to it in their hearts. 
Muft not then, the example of a ftriA and con- 
fcientious perfon, fet in the ftrongeft light the 
faults of thofe who zA a contrary part, (b often 
as they happen to fall under obfervation together. 
Nay, does it not open the eyes of the world 
upon many kAer blemiflies which would other- 
ways efcape its notice ? The degree of ftame that 
attends any pra£lice, is always in proportion to 
the fenfe which the bulk of mankiiKi have of the 
•vil of it. And this fenfe cannot, i)y any means^ 
be more ftrengthened, than by an example of 
what is good; a« deformity never appears fo 
fliocking as when compared with perfeS beatity. 
Thus, a truly pious man is, by every inftance of 
fais vifible condu(St, expofirig to reproach fome 
one or other, and by confequence provokinjg 
iheir rebutment. 

It is for thi€ reafon, that men difcover fucb a 
pronenefs to difparage tvcry profeffion of piety 
fuperior to their own. How common is it to 
aftrribe every fuch appearance to weaknefs or 
hypocrify. In the generality of wicked men this 
,-lfs not fo properly malice as felf-defence* If they 
^ould allow the excellence of fuch a cbarac- 

7 ^«f 



ag^inrft Good Men accoanted fon 197 

fcr, it would be condemning tbemfelves out <>f 
their own mouths. Their inward refleflion, in 
all probability, is perfedlly fimilar to that of the 
Pharifees, when Chrift afked themr Whether the 
baptiftn of John was from heaven, or of men ? 
*' They reafoned with themftlvc*, faying, If wer 
'* (hall fay from heaveh, be will fay unto u&, 
** Why did ye not then believe him f" In th^ 
(ame manner^ {hpuld any conftj^ the excellence 
of a conduit oppofite to iheif own, it would be 
impoflible to avoid faying to them, Why do 
you then fo fin againft light ? 

Every one will fee^ that this nuift neceflarily 
hold mod ftrongly in the cafe' of thofe whofe of- 
fice, or whofe work, is of a public nature. They 
are like a city fet on an hill. As their ch3ra<5l€F 
i$ moft confpicuous, it is, by neceflary confer- 
quence, moft ufeful t-o the good, and mod pro- 
voking to the wicked. Faithful minifters of 
Chrift, for inftance, are the lights of the world, 
and, by their piety and diligence, are a {landing 
veproach tathe world lying in wrckednefs. But, 
in a particular manner, they muft be the objects 
of the hatred and refemment of thofe of theif 
own order, who will not follow their fteps. Thi$ 
is an evident confequence of the principle above 
laid down. As their chara^er fuiFers moft by 
the comparifooy their pafSons muft neceffarily 
be moft inflamed. Let* miniiler of Chrift b» 

K 3 ever 



igS Tfa« Chakgb of Sedition and Factioh 

^^ever (o guarded in his fpeech, ever fo inoffenfive 
in his carriage, ever fo diftant in reality from 
injurijig others ; if he is more frequent or more 
SifFedionate in preaching, if he is more affiduous 
in (he duties of his funAion, this muft naturaHy 
ejicite the refentment of the iazy, flothful part of 
his profefSon, Tht^ of itfelf, is injury enough 
to thore who love their worldly eafe, and have 
more pleafure in the pofTeiBon of their benefice, 
than the exercife of their office. Is this furprifing? 
Not in the leaft. His conduft does indeed mo- 
left rheir quiet : it either forces thcna to greater 
diji^ence> or holds up their real charadrr to light, 
and expofes them to contempt and fcorn. 

In order at ^nee to confirm and iiluftrate 
this truth, be pleafedj my brethren, to obferve, 
that the force and malignity of envy in defam- 
ing of characters, is always in proportion to the 
nearnefs of the perfon to whom the charaAer 
beh>ng9. Difiance, either of time or place, 
greatly abates,]/ not wholly extinguiflies it. Sup- 
f ofe the character of a perfon dra^n, who lived 
fnany ages ago, or even at prefent in a very dif- 
lant country; fuppofe him reprcfented as eminent 
In virtue of every kind, as remarkably diligent, 
as indefatigably afiive in doing good; there are 
' few who fliew any difpofitiof> to call in queftion 
the fd&y OF impute it to finifter motives. But let 
the fa9^ be the apparent cliaradler of any maft 
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among his contemporaries, and how many arc 
immediately up in arms againft himf How itn^ 
plicitly do they believe, and with what pTeafuie 
do they fpread every idle calumny to his preju- 
dice ? How is his piety immediately converted 
into hypocrify, his zeal imo fa<Siion and ill- 
nature, his fervour and diligence into afFe^aition 
and love of popularity \ ^nd, in a word, every 
valuable quality into that vice, by which it is 
inoft commonly or moft artfully counterfeited. 

That this diiFercnce of judgment is entirely 
owing to the reafon I have afligned, will further 
appear, if you cpnfider, that fo foon as aconnec* 
tion of the fame nature happens, by any acci- 
dental circumdance to be efiabliihed, the fame 
invidious refentwnent immediately takes place 
againft the moft diftant charaflers. What inve- 
terate prejudice do infidels generally (how, againflr 
the characters of the Scripture faints, and thofe 
of the fathers of the Chriftian church, becaufe the 
eftabli(bment of fuch charaders does neceiTacily 
and manifeilly infer the overthrow of the caujfi? 
in which they are emba;'ked. > In the mean time, 
ibe wife meqof the heathen nations are. fufFcreci 
to poflefs, without contradiflion, all the repu- 
tation which their countrymen in afrer-^ge^ 
have thought fit to beftow upon them. Nay, 
fometimes to ferve^a certain purpofe, their cha- 
ra(^er is increafed apd magnified beyond all rea- 
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fonable bounds. What pains have been taken 
by thofc Chriftians, who patronize the modern 
inventfons and improvements in theology, to un- 
dermine the charaflers of the moft eminent 
champions of the ancient faith ? What would 
fome perfons teach us to believe of Aihanafius 
and Auguftine in earlier, Calvin, Luther and 
MelancElhon in later times ? Not that we have 
not well-atteffed evidence of their piety and inte- 
grity, but that, being of different fentimcnts 
from their accufers, the excellence of their cha- 
radler is too good a fupport to their capfe ♦. 

2. Another reafon why the- fervants of God 
are reprefented as troublefome fs, becaufe they 

• I take the opportunity here to add, That the principle 
above laid down, wiJl plainly account fcr the great and unsr<- 
faulted reputation, which the noonks and retired devotees /• 
•long enjoyed in popiih times. It was tbeix reputation, indeed, 
vh:ch upheld for.fb long a period, that immenfe lead of idola* 
trous AiperAiticn the Romifls religion ', and it was not loft, ti'i 
they wese grcily corrupted, and convents were become recep- 
tacles of the moft fliameful impurity and luft. Thefe perl'jns 
were fepaated from the world. No frequent, and ^w neat 
comparifons, cculd be made between them and others. Nay, 
their charadtcr was voluntary, and peculiar to themfelvcs, con^ 
taining no pretence of an obligation upon all others to imitates 
it} and therefore, they were fuflered to live un-nvicd But, 
if any petfons of piety towards God, and fidelity to their Maf'^ 
ter's caufe, live in the world, and refufe to be conformed to it, 
they mufl expert the fame treatment that he met with. . This 
he httth told them himfelf, " If the world hate ycu^ ye knov/ 

•« that it hated me before it hated you •, The fervant is 

•* not greater than the Lord, If they have per fee u ted me, they 
** will alfo perfccute you j if they have kept my faying^'they 
<♦ will keep yours alfo -j-. 

• John XV. 1 8. •♦• Vcrfc lo, 

wi7i 



againft Goon Meh accounted for. 2ai' 

will not, and dare not,^ comply with the finful 
commandments of men. In matters merely ct* 
vil, good men are the mod regular citizens and 
the mofl obedient fubje^is. But, as they have 
a Mafler in heaven, no earthly power can con- 
ftrain them to deny his name or defert his caufe. 
The reply of Peter and John to the Jewifli ru- 
lers when they were commanded '' Not to fpeak 
**■ at all or teach in the name of Jefus," was ift« 

the following terms, " Whether it be right irv 
** the fight of God, to hearken unto yoti more 

•' than unto God, judge ye*/' With what in- 
vincible conAancy and refoliition did Shadrachj^ 
Mefhach, and Abednego refufe to bow before/ 
Nebuchadnezzar's golden image? The cafe of 
Daniel was perfcflly fimilar, whom even the* 
king's commandment could not reflrain from 
prayer to God. 

When good men are unhappily brought into thefe 
c ircumftances, their condu^St is an apparent contra- 
di6i ion to authority. How ready are lordly and op- 
prefEve tyrants tofiyle it obftihacy and pride? And' 
when are there wanting flavifli and fubmifSve flat- 
terers near every inferior tribunal, to aggravate the 
crime, and to cry, *' If thou let this man go, thou- 
*•■ art not Cacfar's friend'?'* It is not to be imagin- 
tdy indeed, but fuch.'as are ftrangers to true religi- 
on, muft be greatly provoked at thoft who will not 
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comply impiicitly with their commands. There 
is a remarkable paflage in a letter of Pliny the 
youngerji to the emperor Trajan, which plainly 
points out the fentiitients entertained by many 
on this fubjeft. He was a man rn other matters 
abundantly humane, znd^ yet hear his own ac' 
count of his treatment of the Chriftians when 
brought to his tribunal. *^ I afked them if they 
** were Cbriflfians ; if they confcfied, I afked 
^* them again threatning punifhment. If they 
'* perf^fled, I commanded them to be executed ; 
*^ for I did not at all doubt but, whatever their 
** cortfeiBon was, their ftubbornners and inflexi* 
•* ble obilinacy ought to be punifhcd.'' 

There is a love of dominion natural to all men, 
which is under no controul or reftraint in thofe 
who are void of religion. Tliis muft naturally 
drfpofe them to carry on their fchemes, and to 
infift on having ihtm univerfally complied with, 
it frets and provokes them, therefore, to find any 
who will not be fubfervicnt to their pleafures. 
A refufal to obey, on a principle of con fcience, 
is exprefsly fetting bounds to their authority, and 
faying. Hitherto ihalt thou go, but no further. 
^How few are able to bear this with patience, the 
hiftory of the world In every age is one conti- 
liued proof. • 

Such refufals alfo, do always refleft fome dif- 
.jiionour upon the tfieafures to which they fland 
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in oppoTiuon. Whatever ?ny pe^fon refufes to 
' fjo, he, 9$ .far as in him lies, reprefents as wrong 
9ind finful ; jind, in fome refpeffs, unworthy or 
vpfit to he done. Thus it comes to be confidered 
fipt Only a$ withdrawing his own allegiance^ but 
as corrupting and feducing others. And no 
dpuht, it tends to dr^w the atteniion af the 
world to the difputed command, and m^kcs fome, 
perhaps, life and examine what t|iey had beforo 
blindly gone into without fufpicion. Hejice it 
naturally follows, that whenever fuch interfe- 
rence happens betwec^n human and divine autho- 
rity, good men muft be confidered as diforderly 
and troublefpime ; and thofe of them of all others 
mod troublefome, who with thegreateft conftan- 
cy adhere to their duty, or who, with the grcatcft 
bonefty and boldnefs, refift and oppofe corrupt 
ipeafures. 

It is lefs furpriftns to Snd infl^nces of this 
between heathen and Chriftian, between the pro- 
feffing fery^nts ^ind open enemies of the true 
God. But ic is adonifhing to think, how often 
jbe fame thing has happtned between Chrifliaii 
;in.d Qhriftian, who ought to have been better 
acquainted with the rights of confcLence, the 
meafures.of fubmiflion, and the duty of forbear- 
ance. N.pt only all the perfecutions, but many, 
if not moft, of the fchifms and divifions that 
have faUeojJut.in the Chrlflian church, have 
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arifcn from the rigorous impofitions of ufurped 
authority. Unjuft authority is the very effcnce 
of popery. The church of Rome has cxprefsly 
claimed a power of making laws to bind the 
confcience, diftinft from the laws of God j and 
feverely pu nifties all who call this authority iii 
qucftion. Nor hath this been confined to them : 
proteftant churches, though their feparation is 
founded upon the very contrary principle, have 
yet often in praflice a£led in the fame arbitrary 
manner. They infift upon obedience to all their 
appointments, however finful in the judgment of 
the fuhjeft: and, as good man will not com- 
ply in fuch cafes, how often doth it happen^ that, 
after they have expelled him from their fociety, 
ftript him of his office, and robbed him of his 
maintenance, they alfo caft out his narne as evil, 
loudly charge hira as feditious and troublefome, 
and the author of all that confufion which their 
own tyrariny occafions. 

3. One other reafon why the fervants of GoS 
are accufed as troublefome, is, becaufe they are, 
in many inftances, obliged, to bear teflimony 
againft the fins of others, and openly to reprove 
them. Reproof u plainly, of all others, the 
greateft offence and provocation of the proud, 
and draws down their heavieft refentment : and 
yet it is often unavoidable. There are fome cafes 
in which every Chi iftian without exception^ muft 
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feel the conilraint of thi^ divine law. ♦* Thou 
<' ihalt \n any wife rebuke thy neighbour, and 
•• not fuflFer fin upon him ♦." Some fins are fo 
flagrantin their nature that, even to wttnefs them 
with.filence, would imply fome participation' of 
the guilt. >In fuch cafes it is the glory of the 
pooreiV and meaneft fervanc of Ood^ tQ>refent 
the diftoAOiir that is dotfe to his name, and re-* 
prove (he inoft exalted finner. 

But this duty, and the odium arifing from it^ 
(alls moft frequently to the ibare of the prophets 
and minifters of :God;. who have received a coni: 
miffion to fpes^lc io his name, and to ple^ hia 
caufe. The fiaithf^il difcfadrge of.;tbeir duty,, in^^ 
eludes in.it platnnefs and bbldnefs in reproTing 
fin of every kind. Theymufl: afiert and main* 
tain the truth, and point out the errors oppofite 
to it, with all their guilty. fruits, and all their 
dreadful confequences. Uqw offenfive this to 
human, pride? It muft certainly either convince 
ox provoke,, reform or inflame. When righteous 
Lot fays, in the milded terms, to the lufiful So- 
domites, ^^ I pray you,: brethren, do not fo 
" wickedly," how fierce is the anfwer ? ** And 
*< they faid. Stand back. And they faid again, 
.^^ This one fellow came in to (bjourn, and. he 
■** will pced&bc ajudge|.** 

* Lev, ziz, i7«. f Gca. xli. 9, 

How 



t 

20^ T|i^ Chahcx of SEDiTietr a^d Faction 

How maoy m^rfyrj to Uuib b^^v^ .U»v« bren 
fince ihc world beg«n ? WttboMit imntiojiing 
thofe in the cid teftaipefir» you fee J^^b^ tk^ b^ift 
loft hit life by r eptroving the niocftuoti9 ^Auhcry 
^ Herod and Hcrodias. Our bkflcd S«VH>ur g}y«9 
the following account of the hatred of rbp world 
to hfffly and the oootrary receptiiui it gave |i^ bi9 
tOTipoiifvpg bcethren, ^^ The worU c«fimH hiti9 
«( you ; but me it hatetk, becaufe 1 tf Aify 9f it^ 
«* that the works thereof are .evil." By con- 
fiiltiQg f)ie hittory of the gofpei you will find, 
that what gave rile to the confpiracy of the 
Scribes and Pharifees againft him, was his dragT 
gtng off the malk under which they lay con- 
cealed, and difcovering the trH>9$ ^f their doc-p 
trine, and the licenttoufneis of iheir praAice, 
When they ^* perceived that he fpake . againft 
** them^— *they took counfel agatAft him to put 
*^ him to death ;" and acccompltflied it fo ibon 
as they could do it with fafety. But th^re canr 
not be a better example^ or indoed, a more lively 
and well drawn pidure of the efre6^ of plain 
and juft reproof, than in the cafe of Stephen, 
when pleading his caufe before the Jewiih rulers. 
** Ye ftiff-nccked, and uncircumcifed in heart 
** and ears, ye do always refill the H*4y Ghoft i 
** as your fathers did, fo do ye. Which of the 
'^ prophets have fnot your . fajchera per fecuted ? 
^^ And they have flain them which ihewed be- 
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•* fore of the coining of ihc juft One j of whom 
«& yott have been now the betrayers and niur^ 
^* dcrcrf,— — When they heard thcfe things^ 
^ they were cut to the heart, and they gnaibed 
•* on htm with their teeth ♦.** It is plainly for 
this reafon that the apoftles, in their prayers for 
a&ftance, do almoft conflaniy afk, that they may 
be endued with a proper degree of boldnefs and 
reibtution, ** And now. Lord, behold their threat* 
^* niitgs ; and grant unto thy fervants that with 
"^^ all boldnefs they may fpeak thy wordf*** 
Many other prayers are to be found In the apof- 
totic writings, which run in the fame (train $.'' ' 
It is very natural for every one at this dif* 
tance, to imagine, that he could have been in 
no danger of making fuch an obfiinate refinance 
to the truth, or peifecuting, with fuch implaca* 
blc enmity, thofe who efpoufed it. But, my bre- 
thren, all worldly men, in every age,1iave ftill the 
fame abhorrence of the faithful fervants of God j 
the fame impatience of reproof, when it touches 
themfelve&. Our Saviour draws their charadler 
with great beauty, in fpeaking to the Pharifees ; 
*• Wo unto you Scribes and Pharifees, hypo- 
** crites, becaufe ye build the tombs of the pro- 
" phets, and garniih the fepulchrcs of the righ- 
<^ teous I and fay, If we had been in the days 

- • v ■ 

* Adls vii. ri, ca, 54, + Af^s iv,.2g. t See Eph. 
▼1, 29. a Their* in. 2* 
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^* of our fathers, we would not have been 
^^ partakers wicl> them in the blood of the pro- 
** phcts. Wherefore ye be wicnefles unto your- 
'* felves,. that ye are the children of theoi which 
" killejd the prophets*." It is very delicate? 
]y. hinted in this laft verfe, that they were of the 
fame nature, that they grew, as it were, upon the 
fame flock, and therefore it might be expe£led 
that they would bring forth the fame fruit. I canr 
not but here mention a remark of a very eminent 
writer upon* this paflage; ^^ That all nations 
** partake much of this difpofuion of ^the Jevvs^ 
<^ to honour the dead faints, and perfecute the 

•Mivingt;" .... 

I h^ve taken notice above, that in every pe- 
riod of the church, the moft faithful of the fer- 
vants and miniders of God, have, in fa£V, been 
counted troublefome by corrupt and worldly men. 
The fame paflagcs of hiftory conflanily fliew, 
that this has arifen chiefly from their attempts 
to flcm the tide of prevailing vice; from thtir 
boldnefs and faithfulnefs in reproving fa(hionabIe 
crimes. In the twelfth century Arnulphus a de- 
vout man, and excellent preacher, fpeaks thus to 
the clergy: ** I know that you feek my life, and 
" will (hortly kill me $ But why ? I fpcak the 
^ truth to you, I reprehend your pride and 
^ haughtinefs, avarice and luxury, therefore I 

* Mattt xxiii. 29, 30^ ji. ^. Tillcth}fi. 
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•* pleafe you not */* And in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, an ancient writer fpeaks of the court of 
Rorhe in the following ternvs : ** For what can 
•♦ you conceive wiiJ happen where virtue was 
** long ago extlnja and buried? There Tureiy 
♦* truth is thehigheft- crime, and of itfelf fufii- 
*• cient to procure the hatred of many. For 
•* how can we expe<5l but that flioufd happen, 
•' where a true word cannot be fpoken without 
•* a great reprdach, where the worft of men are 
•' promoted, — where fimplicity is efteemed mad- 
" nefs, — where good men are rendered ridicu- 
** lous, infomikh that now fcarce any of thcra 
**■ doth appear to be laughed at. Thefe hw 
** things truth itfelf hath dared to Tpeak, whence 
♦* you may gather what you are to think of ma- 
•* ny oihcis, which fear doth force me to con- 
** ceal f.'* It IS unneceffary to cite many paf- 
fages^to this purpofej Ifiiall therefore conclude 
this head with the following juft refleflion of 
the pious,' diligent, and catholic Mr. Baxter ; 
•* I fee there is no help for it, but we muft of- 
** fend wicked men. It is impoflible to avoid itV 
•* but either by our filence or their patience. 
•' Silent we cannot be, becaufe the ward of God 
" commands us to fpeak; and patient they can- 

» Whitby's App. to his book on HoA-wor/hlp* f Pe- 

trarch's Ep* 
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*^ not be> becnufe fin has the doipinton in theii^ 
<« hearts." ' 

We Slow proceed in the iaft place, to. make 
ibme praiSlical iipprovement of what ha$ been 
faid. And) 

In the iirft place. You may learn from what 
has been faid upon this fubje£)^» the juft and pro** 
per anfwer to an objediion againft the gofpe), 
. snucTi inflfted on by its enemies, viz. That it 
has introduced perfeqution for confcience fakct 
^ith which the world was in a great meafure nn* 
acquainted before. There are few fubjefis, oo 
which infidels enlarge with greater pleafure, than 
the cruel hatred and animofity that ha$ prevatWi 
|be bloody wars that have been carried on ; nay^ 
the favage and inhuman maiTacres that have been 
perpetrated on a religious account, fmce the pub-* 
lication of the gofpeh I think this objeAion U 
|)ut feldom anfwered as it might be. It is ufually 
indeed, and jufil^ obferved, that whatever may 
have been done by thofe profe/Bng the gofpelf 
there is no countenance given in it to fuch a fpiri( 
and pra<Sice. But the objefiion is not wholly rcr 
moved, while infidels are allowed flill to <^ontend, 
as if it ferved their own caufe, that perfecutioq 
has been its conftant attendant and infeparablc; 
j^Scik. We ought therefore, to wreft this argu- 
ment out of their hands, and firft to produce this 
fad aj an accomplilhment of our Saviour's prc- 
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di^ion } <^ Think: not that I am come to fend 
^^ peace on earth : I came not to fend peac^, but 
*^ a fwocd. For I am come to fet a man atva- 
*^ riance againft his father, and the daughter 
^' againft her mother, and the daughter- in-law 
^* againft her mother-in->Iaw. And a man's foea 
*< fhall be they of his own houfliold ♦." 

Having gone thus far, we have reafon to con- 
tend that the difdples of Chrifl have always fuf*^ 
fered, and n^ver infliSed the injury, though they 
liave been often obliged to bear the blame* The 
multitude of heathen religions, though not al^ 
vrays, yet did generally agree together: and well 
they' might. Cor they were all from the fame au*' 
thor. None of them, however, could agree with 
the gofpel : for this plain reafon, that ^^ no lie 14 
^ of the truth/' But from what quarter did the 
violence proceed ? Did not the dreadful perfccu- 
tions againft the Chriftians, in the three firft cen* 
turies, proceed from the heathens I Did the 
Chriftians commit any other crime againft them, 
than pointing out the An and danger of their ido« 
latrous worihip, and immoral pra£^icesP Wai 
not this atone fufficient to raife a cry againft . 
ttiem, as tuining the world upfide down ? And 
in all the fubfequent perfecutions among pro- 
feffing Chriftians, was it any thing elfe than the 
proud, violent, and Worldly fpiric of thofe who 

made 
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made a gain of godlinefs, oppreffing the few 
feal believers of every denomination i There is 
an antichiiflian fpirit in every church that ffaews 
kfelf in petfecution, in a greater or lefler degree. 
But (here cart be nothing more unjuft, than ta 
attribute the perfecution of ChrlfTs difciples by 
his enemies and theirs, to thefpirit of his religion.- 
Is it then boldly affirmed by fome, that the 
Chriflian is the only religion in the world that 
leads to per Tecution ? 1 anfwer, on the contrary, 
it is the wily religion that has fuffered peifecti- 
tion from all its numerous enemies : and at ihe 
feme time, it is the only religion in the wotld 
that requires, and points out the obligation, of 
mutual forbearance, and makes the juft and-proii 
perdivifion between the things that arc Csefar's, 
and the things that arc God's. That it is often 
blamed as peifecuiing others, is a ^roof and il- 
ludratiun of this tnnh. For all is of a piecf» 
and ih: falfe accufatlon arifes from the fource 
which 1 have opened up above, and confirmed bjr 
examples produced from hiftory. To ihefe I fhall 
now only add one obfervation, which comes in 

'leie; That innumeraW* 
in which thofe very per- 

ft the fecular arm againft 
complained of the exer- 

le ccnfures of ihc church 

:(c they often flyle perfe- 
cution^ 
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cutioh, and always affirm to flow from a perfe- 
cuting fpirit. But as they are of|en neceflary, 
ib even when they are unjuftly applied, it is 
plain from their very nature, that if they be 
groujidlefs, they muft be ptrk&ly harmless. 
. Thus the ftate of the world is [q far from be« 
ing an obje£Uon againft, that it is a proof of the 
truth of the^ofpel. True Chriftians havefufFered 
from crery quarter ; from within and from with<« 
eut ; from open enemies and from faife brethren^ 
They have been firft perfecuted, and then ITan- 
dered as perfecutlng others ; nay, obliged to bear 
the odium of that very oppreffion under which 
they groaned. Of all this they are fairly fope^- 
warned by their Saviour, v^ho fays, *^ Behold, 
^^ I fend you forth as iheep in the midfl of 
** wolves." They are expofed to injurious treat- 
ment from many, and may expeA to fufFer with- 
i)ut caufe. None however make fo cruel a ha* 
vock, as thofe wolves who put on fliccps cloath- 
ing i and yet, of all their cruelty, the poor fuf- 
fering Oieep muft bear the blame. -f* 

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee th« 
guilt and danger of thofe who falfely accufe the 
children of God. Perhaps you may be ready 
wholly to refufe the charge, and to fay, Where 
is the neceffityi where is* the propriety of thi« at 
prefent ? Have we not all civil and religious liber« 
' lyf and are not religion and its minrfters io 

efteem 
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efteem tiid repute ? I ttnfwer,. It b never unne- 
Hilary. Tlie huh I comf^laiti of h no pan of 
the peculiar dcgenency of this age. It is not con- 
fined to any one age, country, or profeffion, 
but IS common to them all : ahd we wouM but 
deceive dur&Ives, fliould ire ibndly fancy we are 
exenipted from it* Nay, ottr prefent ^ate aa a 
church and nation, feems to rendn iiich a warning 
peculiarly feaibnable. We have ion{ enjoyed 
outward peace. In every other country diis has 
introduced a worldly fpirit, ambition, luxury, and 
floth. And is there noveftige of tbefe cha^^ 
jra£^ef8 among uS now i Who will pnetend it i 
Are there not fome who cannot endure fuch 
ibridnefs as is inconfiftent with conformity to 
the gay and faihionable world, Do not all fuch^* 
incline to charge every profeffion of piety with 
bypocrify i Do they not confider every faithful 
reprover, as an enemy to their peace ? Do they 
not hear with fecret pleafure, and fpread with ap* 
parent triumph, every report, to the pr^udice of 
fuch troublers of Ifreal ? 

This then is the charaAeri and as many of 
you as confcieAce charges with the guilt, may fee 
your danger. You may fee whofe caufe you 
plead,*^and whofe reward you (ball (hare* What 
inward enmity do you difcover againft the fpir 
rit and power of true religion? You an! of tb« 
number of thofe who *^ Hate the li^t, and 

6 *' will 
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*• will not come to the light, left your deeds 
** fliould be reproved/' You are of the num- 
«* bcr of thofe who fay ^* to the fcers, Sec riot, 
^* and to the prophets, Prophefy not unto us 
*^ right things, fpeak unto us fmooth things, and 
•« prophefy deceit." Ybu will not " endure 
^* (bund 4o£lrine," but love and follow only that 
which will exercife and amufe your imagination 
ahd fancy, footh and gratify your pride and vani^* 
ty, i>r make and keep you at peace with your-> 
fclves* Yoti are afleep in fecurity, and wiU srvoid 
tvtry thing that may tend to difturb or interrupt 
your dangerous repofe. And how hurtfiil is yout* 
tondud to others ? You blaft the charaders and 
Mktt the ufefulfiefs of the minifters of Chrift* 
You bring aA evil report upon the truth, by ren<^ 
daring them- odious or contemptible \v ho bear it. 
-—And if we, my brethren, who are minifters of 
the gofpd, imitate this example in any meafure, 
if we.diicover a fufpicion and jealoufy, or an 
averiion and hatred, at all who are more dili- 
gent than ourfelves, what difiionourmuft fall up- 
on our profefiion, what a hindrance is it, to the 
edification of others, and what guilt do we bring 
upon our own fouls. 

3. If this has been the conftant lot of all 
the fervants of God, to be accufed as fedicious 
and troublefome, let every cautious perfon be- 
ware of being mifled by the perfecuting cry. 
I afk any man who is converfant in the world, 

if 
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i( he hath not, in many infiance?, been in-' 
fenfibly taught to form a hateful idea^ or to en- 
tertain a defpicable opinion of many minifters» 
without the lead perfonaj knowledge, the leaft 
fatisfying evidence or proo^ What is the rea« 
fon ? Why^ he hath been told, that they are 
proud, hypocritical, fadious, cenforious, trouble- 
fome men. WelL The thing is poffible, no doubt* 
But, jn^the mean time, it is far from being cer- 
tain ; and this fort of charader induftrioufly pro- 
pagated, is no evidence of it at all, or rather is a 
prefumption of the contrary. You fee, from the 
indances produced above, that this is a reproach 
perpetually thrown upon the moft upright and 
faithful of the fervants of God ; that it may ve- 
ry naturally arife from their fidelity itfelf; and 
that it cannot be avoided by thofe who refUl the 
corrupt meafures, who reprove the public vices, 
or who 0iame the criminal lazinefs, and negli- 
gence of others. An ignorant, vicious, worth- 
lefs tfiiniftcr, is envied by no body. He is there- 
fore quite fafe from all the poifoned arrows which 
fly from that quarter. He is rather a foil to ma- 
ny, to fet ofFand illullrate their own comparative 
excellence. He is therefore often pardoned, pi- 
tied, and proteded. Whereas a faithful minifter, 
who openly dares to bear witnefs againft the apof- 
tacy of others, is traduced and flandered, loaded 
with imaginary crimes, and often falls a martyr 
to the finking caufe of truth and ri^hteoufne/s. 

4. Since 
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4. Since the world is fo piont to receive the 
accufation of &£Hon againft the children of God> 
kt them be careful to give no real ground for it. 
Unjiift calumny has fometimes the contrary ef- 
fcft. Wh^n men find, that it is impoffibre to 
pleafe a capricious world, or wholly ta efcape 
flandtf, they are apt to give up all folicitude up* 
on that head, and cake no farther pains, to avoid 
fufpeded appearances. This I take to be, prc- 
cifcly, what the Scripture calls being ** over* 
** come of evil.'* But how much better is it 
" to evcrcome evil with good?'* Let us, as 
often as pofEble, confute the accufation by an 
unblaraeable carriage ; and whtn we muft fuf- 
fer, let us be careful that we fufFer, not as evil 
doers, but for well doing. For this purpofe I 
would hutfibly offer to minifters the two follow- 
ing dire<i:^ionff, which I efteem of great momenta 

(i.) Let all our zeal for the glory of God be 
condu(9$e^ not only wi«h fteadinefs, but with 
oneeknefs. Let us ever remember, that the wrath 
of man workcth not the righteoufnefs of God. 
Let our language be always ftridily guarded, and 
free from exprcfliohs of rage and fury. If wc 
are fa^ifhful to our duty, it will fiffficiently pro- 
voke fihners, we need not add to it by any mix* 
ture of human paffion. What noW^ and eftec- 
tual principles are we furniflied with in Scrip* 
tiire, for avoiding every dangerous extreme? 
Love to God, and love to man> make up the 
Vol. L L fum 
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*fum of pradical religion. Thefe are the imme- 
■diate fruits of faith, and all the truths of the 
gofpel tend to ftrengthen and improve them* 
And as love to God produces indignation 2^ainft 
iin, refoiution and boldnefs in oppofing it; fop 
love to man will naturally produce the deepeft 
compaflion for themiferablc ftate of every enemjr 
of God, and prevent iirmnefs from degeneiating 
into violence. 

(2.) The other direfbion I would offer upon 
this fubje£); is, that minifters take care to avoid 
officioufly intermeddling in civil, matters. A tni- 
nifler fhould be feparated and fet apart for his 
own work i he • (hould be confecrated to his 
office. It is little glory to him to be eminently 
fkilled in any other fcience, except Aich as may 
be handmaids to theology, and are by him ha- 
bitually turned into a divine channel. Minifters 
giving themfelves to worldly employments, has 
been commonly of bad fame ; and, where there 
is a fufficient provifion made for their mainte* 
nance, f^ems to be an unjuft alienation of their 
time and talents. But it is ftilb more finful and 
dano-erous, for them to delire or claim the direc- 
tion of fuch matters as fall within the province 
of the cfvil magiftrate* 'When our blcfled Sa-- 
viour fays, " My kingdom is not of this worU," 
he plainly intimates to hre difciplcs, that they 
have no title - to intermeddle with ftate affairs. 
Nay, he exprefsly warns, tbein agaiaft a Jordly 

and 
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and arbitrary dominion, even in their own pro- 
per (phere. . ** The kings of the Gentiles exer- 
** cife lardfliip over them 5 and they that exercife 
** authority upon them are called benefaftors. 
** But ye (hall not be fo : but he that is greateft 
" among you, let him be as the younger j and 
** he that is chief, as he that doth ferve*." 1 
cannot help mentioning here, that this is one of 
the things, for which our worthy anceftors of 
the church of Scotland (now defpifed by many) 
deferve the higheft commendation. It was an 
invariable principle with them, to be againft the 
civil power and places of kirkmen. And furely, 
if minifters confine themfclves entirely to their 
own proper duty, they will be much lefs liable 
to exception than oth^wife. They may then, 
warrantably ufe the greateft fidelity in reproving, 
and the greateft ftridnefs in difcipline; and tho* 
the wicked flander and oppofe them, the good 
will defend them, and God will fupport them. 

5. In the laft place. Since ih^ charge of f^c- 
tion and fedition has been always brought againft - 
faithful mini(lers, let *us learn to bear it with 
patience, and never diffemble the truth, or de- 
part, in 'any mcafure, from our duty, *in order 
to ^void it,^ A perfon of a generous mind feels 
a wound in his reputation more deeply,, than 
almoft any other injury. We are ftill apt fondly 
to flatter ourfelves, that as religion istruly amiable 

• Luke xxii. z^, a6, 
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in itfelf, and ought to make no enemies, that 
therefore we (hall have none. Some are very apt 
to omit, or Bightly to perform, feveral parts of 
their duty, through tliat ** fear of roan that 
** bringeth a fnare." They are unwilling to fore- 
go the hope, that by certain prudent compliances 
ihcy will conciliate and prefervc the favour of 
every man and every party. But the expe<Siation 
is wholly vain. The experience of many ages 
hath proved it Go. Let us therefore bear with 
patience the falfe accufation. It hath been the 
lot of the beft and worthieft men in every age. 
It was the lot of our blefled Mafter, and 
(hall we refufe to bear his crofs ? Is it not 
** enough for rfie difciple that he be as his Maf- 
** ter, and the fervant that he be as his Lord?*' 
The triumph of finners is but vctry fljort. In a 
little time all earthly relations (hall be dilTolyed. 
Then high and low, magiftrates and fubjeSs, 
minifters and people, (hall ftand before the judg- 
ment-feat of Chrift. He (hall " render to every 
** one according tahis deeds." There the great 
and noble (hall find no partial favour; there the 
poor and mean (halj not efcape obfervation ; 
and there the lying flandcrer (hall be put to 
tiernal filence. He (haH openly acknowledge 
every faithful fervant, and /« brii^ forth his 
*' lighteoufnefs as the light, and his judgment 

** as the noon day.** 

THE 
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AS you are now ordained a mmifter of Cbridjc 
and have received the charge of this con- 
gregation, I hope you will bear with me a little, 
while I offer you a few advices as to the difchargjs 
of your important traff. And I cannot help be- 
ginning, by congratulating you on the unanimous 
call you have received from this people. How- 
ever defpifed by fome, I count it a mod happy 
circumdance both for you and them. It intro^ 
duces you with great advantage. It gives you^ 
a fair and impartial hearing ; and, if you do not 
prcferve their efleem and love, it will probably 
be, in a great meaiure, owing to yourfelf. 

I muft firft of aH befeech you, in the moft 
earned manner, to be {lri£^ and frequent, in en^ 
quiring into the truth and reality of religion in 
your own foul. Perfonal religion is the founda- 
tion of all relative duties. They can fcarcely be. 
performed in any tolerable meafure v/ithout it. 
It is equally neceflary to your ufefulnefs, and tc 

L 3 your 
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your comfort. Ic is a difficult thing, and it is a 
dreadful thing, to preach an unknown Saviour. 
Examine, therefore, whether you are *' born 
** again ;" whether you have " pafled from death 
** to life ; " whether you are united to Chrift by 
faith ; whether you kiiow by experience, the dif- 
ference between a ftate of nature and a ftatc of 
•grace, or not. While! fpeak this, I aflure you, 
I do not mean it, and I hope none will interpret 
jt, as any rcflecSlion againft, or implying any fuf- 
picion of you, who have given me no caufe, J 
fpeak it from a deep impreHion of its importance 
to us all. How miferable a cafe is it, to have 
it r.s our bufinefs to biing others to the king- 
dom of heaven, and be ourfelves at laft 
thruft out. ' A minifter is as much liable to felf- 
deceit as any other, and in fome refpefls more 
{a, \ye are in danger of thinking ourfelves too 
cafily fafe, by comparing that outward regularity, 
to which our office itfelf, even from fecular mo- 
tivesi obliges us, with the licentious extravagance 
cf prophane finners. We jaiay alfo miftake our 
frequent thinking^and fpeaking of the " things 
*' of God," in the way of our calling, for an 
evidence of true religion in ourfelves. Nay, we 
are in danger of miftaking thofe gifts, with 
which God furnifheth us for the benefit of 
his own people, for the fruits of the Spirit, and 
gracious difpofitions U our own hearts. Main- 
tain, 
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taizj, therefore, a holy jealoufy over yOurfelf.- 
*' Give diligence to make your calling and clec- 
«* tion Aire." And, if you fave your ownfoiil, 
you will probaWy carry many others. with you 
to a better world ; and be able to fay, after the 
example of Chrift, ** Behold I, and the children- 

ir 

*' whom God hath given me/' 

As to the duties of your oiBce, fee that you^ 
preach the pure and uncorrupted dodlrlne^ of 
Chrift. Preach Chrift crucified, who is " the 
*' way, and the truth, and the life ;" and with- 
out whom *' no man can go unto the FatherA'^ 
You will never be able to make men truly good, 
till you convince them of their loft ftate by na- 
ture 5 and thence make them fee the ncceflity of 
juftification by. the free grace of God, through* 
the imputed righieournefs of Chrift. If you would 
know what place Chrift ought to hold in your 
preaching and fcheme of doflrine, obferve what 
room he fills in the oracles of truth. To the 
crofs of Chrift give all the prophets witnefs. The 
crofs of Chrift is the fum and fubftance of the 
new teftament. The crofs of Chrift is the Chrif- 
.tian's hope. The crofs of Chrift is the Chrifti- 
an'sw glory. You fee, by a ferious pcrufal of the 
new teftament, that the. facred writers largely 
illuftrate the feveral parts of his char?.£ler and of- 
tfice, and feem with pleafure to embrace every 
©p|)ortunity of fpeaking to .his praife. They fhow 

L ± how 



224 The CHARGE. 

how much we a^ to depend upon him for ftreogth 
in the difcharge of our duty ; and enforce all their 
exhortations by motives drawn from what he hath 
done, and is flill doing, for hb church and peo- 
ple. You will fcon find from experience, that 
no cold reafcnings on the nature and beauty of 
virtue, can have fuch tnCuence in mortify ifig 
corrupt iifiefiions, as a believing view of a pierced 
Saviour. For this very reafon many detefl the 
dodrine of the cro(s. It gives a mortal blow to 
every dailing luft. It gives fuch a view of the 
^olinefs and jufiice of God, as is intolerable to 
-all thofe who cannot think of breaking their at- 
tachment to fm and vanity. 

There is one particular reafon why I havt 
sRcntioned this at prefent, and inCfied on it at 
iume length. It is ordinary to meet with ferious 
pcrfons who complain much, that from many 
pulpits they hear lirJe or nothing of the do&iine 
of the grace of God ; that the grand and leading 
truths of the gofptl are eiiher fiatly con trad iiSlcd, 
or kept entirely out of view, and fomeihing elfe 
fubdituted in their place. I am £ar from faying 
that this is indeed the cafe. On the contrar}*', 
I tremble to think that it (bould be but barely 
poiTible, for all thcfe dodrines are clearly 
contained in the Confefilon of Faith, which 
every miniAer in Scotland has fubfcribed. Ik 
therefore, there be any one among us, who doth 

. not 
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sot preach the dofirine of original fin, of Chrifl'7 
imputed righteoufnefs, juftification by free grace,' 
tlie neceffity of regeneration, and the operations 
of the Spirit, he is guihy of perjury of the 
wi>rft kind, for wbicb I kno\¥ no excufe. Such 
s^ perfon is not only chargeabli? with departing 
from the faith, butw^than abfolute profiitution 
of confcience^ and a whole Kfe of bypocrify and^ 
deceit. I am indeed eniirely at a lofi how to 
discount for this apprchenfion in the people, of 
a difference in dofirine; but, as there certainly i^ 
fttch an apprehcnfion,. I think I cannot diArharge* 
my duty on this occaGon, without exhorting ypu . 
to be clear and explicit upon thefe heads. Th& 
truth is, they are of fo. general confequence, and 
have fo neceiTary a connexion with eveiy- other 
part, of religion, that, be the fubjcA what ir 
will^ wh^re they aK firmly believedv I (houid 
imagine the manner of thinking und fpeaking 
would be fucb, as to leave ntf jealoufy of an in- 
tended omiffion. 

This leads me to exhort you, to preaeh plainly, 
or in a way that may be level to the' capacities o( 
the hearers, both .as to fentiment>andexpreflion.- 
God forbid, that I Should defire you tarufh into- 
a, pulpit without preparation, to preach in a dif- 
orderly method, or in a mean, flpvenly, or inde^ 
cent ftyle.. All pains fliould be taken to feekou^, 
fit and " acceptable words." But there cannot . 

L 5 be. 
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be a greater abfurdity ifi fpeaking to a'multittnit 
of common people, than to difcourfe in fucbi 
fiifFand abftrad way, as it is plainly impoflible 
ibr them to comprehend. Nor is it any lefs ab« 
iurdity to drefs up an harangue with exceffive ele'* 
gance, and a vain, ornamented foppery of ftyle* 
Some difcourfes may very well be likened' to 
painted windows, which, with fine colours up^ 
on themfelves, keep out the light, and make 
the houfe comfortlefs and dark. Such con- 
du£l is ordinarily followed, by thofe, who would 
willingly recommend themfelves to perfons 6i 
better tafte ; but it muft evidently render them 
contemptible to. every perfon of found judgment. 
Huwever, it is much worfe than abfurd, for it is 
very wicked, when the everlafting falvation of 
fmhcrs is at ftake, to fpcak in fuch a manner as 
they cannot underftand, or .fuch as tends only to 
amufe their feocy, and never can reach theif 
hearts. If we wotdd know what is a proper and 
juft manacr offlyle and compofition in preach- 
ing, let us confider how any man would /peak, 
if he was on trial for his own life. Would he 
not fpeak with great plainnefs, earneftnefs and 
force ? And is not the faivation of fouls of infi- 
nitely more moment than any man's life ? And 
fhould it not, if we believe the Scriptures, be 
more regarded by evtry faithful minifter? 

• • ' . You 
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You muftalfo take care to preach experiment- 
aHy and particularly. You will foon find that 
this is the only profitable Way of preaching, and 
that, unlefs you apply general truths to the fe- 
veral clafles and charafters in your audience,^ they . 
will make- but a forry improvement of the beft . 
inftrudilon. The ignorant cannot, and the wifer 
will not apply them to themfelves. Befides, the 
general way fs not' only ufelefs, but pernicious, 
and hurtful. Suppofe I fhould make an enco- 
mium on "the wrfe, juft, and gracious govern- 
ment of God over his rational creatiion, and ob- 
ferve what reafon alf have. to rejoice under his- 
adminiftraiioni^ S4iould f fay fo to this audience 
without diftinflion, it would be to many a <kn- 
gerous and flupifying poifon. A juft and holy 
God, is- a confumingfire to all the workers of in- 
iquity. Thofe who are ftill in their fins, fliould 
tremble to think of the government of C5od. 

Befides 'public preaching, you muft be cfiligciit 
imong your people " from houfe to houfe.** 
You nruft not negte£V ' family " inftrucnon,* anfl 
perfonal admonition or reproof. This is, if not 
the mOft ufeful part cf a mlnlflcr's work, at Icaft 
abfolutely necefTary to the fuccefs ofii is' preach- 
ing. It rs alfo by far the moft laborious part, 
from whiclx flothful men arc mcft apt to excufe 
themfelves. A 'dian may gratify his vanity by 
pleaching, and public perfofmant^s ; or," the 

L.6' neglect 
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oegIe«5l being vifiblie, be may be compelled tdre-^ 
gularity by fear of reproacn or profecution. £u 
diligence in private, can (carcely ifife from any 
thing but a fenfe of duly, axul of the pcefence 
and obfervation of God. 

The exercife of difpipUne is another part of 
your duly which, muil not be ooiiitted,. It is of 
very great moment to the inteceft of religion.. It 
is a faying of one of the firft xiefocmcrs^ ** They 
*^ that defuc to baniih di/ciplinCi deficetobaniih 
** Chriil from, bis- church," There mjuft need$ 
be o(Fence$ in the Chriftiaa church. But when 
discipline is negl^ $ed» tlvA the. offence becomes 
iinfpeakably more dangerous, e/pecially to the 
young and weak.. It. makes tbem think lightly 
of the charader and privileges of a Chriftian 
vfhtn there is either a. promiicupus a/dmiffion to 
church-communion, or when openly wicked per- 
fons ar« fuifered to continue without cenfure^ 
When yoa comi; to inftruft young perfons, in 
order to renewing their- baptifmal engagements to 
the Loi^d^s fupper \. ovy if ever you have occafion 
to inflr.u£l a. heathen in order to baptifm^ I can 
^fllire^ y.ou» froiji experience, yOU will find the 
unhappy effeijt of the Jow ftate of ^ifcTpline among 
us. It vwl]l immediately ftrike yourfelf^ a,nd theff 
catechumens will foon betray^ by their difcourfC) 
how hard it is to have a juft fenfe of the CunQity 
of the Cl|riiiiancha}:^€ler, while ib many profane 

perioxi^ 
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perfons are fuiFered to be called Chriftians^ and 
not a few whofe condufk is very exceptionable^ 
contiotue to be admitted at dated times, to the; 
feals of God's coveoant. 

Hovif laexcufable are we in this negle£^ I If 

the firft'Chrftftlam* without the help or fai^Ion 

of an eftablLQfmei^f, kept fo £tri6t a difcipline^ 

what might we do, who have the cpmtenaace 

and approbation of the civil powen In difci- 

pline then, be ftrid, r^ular, and impdTrtiaL 

Efpccially be impartial. It is consmoiily want 

of impartiality,, that onakea us fail in ftfii£biefs» 

You will have many enemies to» impartiality in 

difc^ine« You will have the great and wealthy^ 

many of whom, thicwgh they live in open- deii* 

ance of the laws and ordinances of Chrift, yet 

will be much offended, and complain of it as a 

grievous injury^ if by a judiciair fentence you de« 

psive them of his oame« Nay;t. you will find in 

every congregation fome profeffing piety,./whOf 

though they are well pleafed with, iand eommend 

the UriSi exercife of difcipline in the cafe of 

others,, yet when it comes to touch themfelves, 

or their own reIaxions> will ufe many artsto evade 

it. But if you be firm and unbiailed *in fo good 

a. caufe,. it will ha<re a fendble eSk&n, 

This leads me to exhort you in the whole of 
your work, public and private, to beware of the 
(in of man-plQaftng. I do. not fay^ beware of 

popularity; 
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popularity : becaufe} in the fenfe to which com- 
mon language bath confined that Word, it is but 
one half of the fnare.. Befides, in propriety of 
fpeech, popularity (hould £gnify only being ac- 
cepted and beloved, which in iifelf is neither duty 
|*or fin,* but .a l)lei&ng. Mai»-pleafing fignrfies, 
in Scripture, having this as the end and motive of 
^ur adidki^, ' rather than- berng acceptable to 
Goii itYouougbt^' indeed, for edifieation, to 
avoid 4iiple«fmg any without neceffity. But as in 
this, fo in every other* thing, you (hould have a 
far father principle^ than merely ^courting the 
favour either of great or final], £ood or bad. It 
is, <toubtki6, a mean and d^rpicable principle^ to 
a£^ only.whh a. view of ggining the applaufe of 
the vulgarahd ignorant. But I have often vC^on* 
dered, bow fome (houU fo boldly and uncharita- 
bly lay this to the charge of their brethren, wither 
out coniid€ring;how'eafy4t k) with atleaft equal 
jofilccx topreikmet^at they are under, the tnllQ<^ 
ence^ and adting with a vi^w to ple^e the gi^eat 
Iain fure, there. is ;|tnuc!i ftronger 4emptatioii 
to this than to the former. And, if I am not 
miftaken, fawning and fervility bath been the 
road^ inAvfaich anobitious and corru[5t churchmen 
have travelled to preferment in every age. The 
truth is, they are equally deteftabte in the iight of 
God* But the laft is much more deftru^Hve to 
the intereft of religion than thefirft. vThc favour 

5 of 
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of the multitude can fcarcely be obtained^ with- 
out either the truth or the appearance I'of piety ; 
but the favour of the great is often obtained by 
filence aftd fuflTerihg them in their crimes, being 
aSftam in thetr pleafure&, or fubTervient to their 
pdlitrcal ' defigns« ' To deliver you, Six*, from 
both, remember the condition dn viriiich you hoM 
your office. <' Son of man^ I hav^ maicte thtb a 
*^ watchman to the houfe of K^I; therefor^ 
^' hear the word at my mouth, and give them 
*• warniiig from me. When I fay untg .the 
** wicked. Thou fhalt furely die ; and thou giv- 
** cl^ bim-not warnings nor ^eak/eftito warn t>J^ 
** wfctedTrom his wicS:ed way to (ave Kis h'fe : 
^< the fame wicked man (hall die in his iniquity^; 
'* but his blood will I "require at thine hand ♦/* 
Forget then the foolifh accufatiom of popularity 
or vanity; anti conftder, ^tbat your, people are 
daily carried to Iheir graves, and you muflr give 
an account of <very foul that perifh^s . thrpygh 
your negJeflr. ^ ' 

To conclude, be much in Qsvfiveft prayer to 
God, that he would fit you for your work, and 
crouch your labours with, fucctfft. Prayer is ab- 
fo^utely neiceffaryito the ftedfeftnefs and growtft 
of every"! bdicver, tind especially to a minifter. If 
yoci ibdiehre the go^lf you ^111 believe that 
*♦ every good gift cometh from above;" that 

God 
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God only can make you an able and ufeful paf^ 
tor I and this will make you importunate with 
him for a plentiful meafure of the Holy Spirit to 
fit you for his fervicc. And I defire to join in 
praying, that God, for Ckrift's fake, would make 
you an an <' able minifter df th^ new teftament," 
—and hflp you to preach the gofpel, not with 
•* the wifilom of word&/' — butwtth "the Holy 
** Ghoft fent down'from heavens'' 

^^ ti A A ff' -^•^-*--*^-'*'*-*^^ thrtkrtliilhitl1il<tflrftlirtirth AiUliTiifffc Jb A . 
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TO THE 



P E O P L EL 

. « 

My BRJstHrewj 

YOU have heard the Charge given ta your 
minifter. Are there theuf fo many iii* 
ties incumbent onhim^ by hi«^ ftanding in the 
fclation of a paftor to yeu^^ is not the relation 
mutual ? And are there net feveral •eorrefpondent 
duties incumbent on you as his people? I beg 
ypur patience, while I putyou in mind of a few 
o£the moftximpoxtam and oeceflary... 

In- 
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In iht ^rft place, It is evidently joor duty d}« 
ligently Cq attend upon his miniftry. It is plamly 
impoi&ble that you can profit by him, if you do 
not hear him, I am forry that there are many 
in thefe days, who pour contempt upon the or- 
dinances of Chrift's infiitution. But in particu<- 
lar, there hath been, of late, a, great and remark* 
ablo^ defertion of public worfhip by thofe of 
higher rank. There is a happy opportunity in 
this cafe to put all fuch among you in mind, 
that having fubfcribed a call to thtir minifter^ 
' they fiand bound by con fen t to attend upon him. 
Is it' not furprifing to think, that any fiiould 
forget the terms in which that invitation runs. 
You intreat him " to take the charge of your 
'* fouls, and promife him all due obedience and 
<^ fubmiffion in the Lord/' Can a man honeflly 
fubfcribe this, who feldum comes within the 
walls of any church? One would be counted. in* 
famous in the world, who fliould a£t in the face 
ofafigned obligation, in any other matter, or 
who even fhould faifify a folemn promife. An4, 
is it lefs criminal, becaufe it relates to religion 
and the fcrvice of God ? It is indeed felJom re- 
fented or puntflied by men, becaufe the offence 
is not immediately againft them> but it remains 
to be punifhed by that righteous God, ** To 
^' whom vengeance belongs,— and who will not 
" be mocked/' 

la 
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.4 In the next place, my brethrexi*. let me intreat 
j'ou to be tender of the chara<Sier of your mini* 
fter> and of minifters in general. As their of- 
6ce makes the guilt of their fins great, and as a^ 
(lain on their character i^ mod hurtful to religion) 
on both accounts, you ought not rafcly to receive 
an accufation againft them, 

I do not mean to afk indulj^ence to the^un* 
worthy, I give them up freely to that reproach 
and contempt which they juftly deferve. But let 
it fall upon the perfon, and not upon the odice«- 
Do not transfer the faults of particulars to the 
whole order. It Is eafy to obferve the different 
reception which the fault9 or mifcarriages of mi- 
pii}ers meet witb» from perfons differently dif- 
pofed. The good are afFefled with grief and 
concern for the offence, or filled with zeal and 
indignation againfl the finner. But loofe and 
carelefs perfons difparage the profefHon, and blefs 
themfelves in their own uniformity and confift- 
ency of charadler. You may fpare your reflec- 
tions, '^ That minifters are but men, minifiers 
" are but like other men," and the like, when, 
I afTure you, we deny it not. We have all the 
fame great interefl at flake* We often fpeak 
the more earneilly to you, left, while we preach 
the gofpel to others, we ourfelves fhould be caft- 
awajs i and many times defcrij^e the workings 

of 
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^ decfkfi^l, wsmdqring, flotUful, worldly mind,. 

^y taking the copy from our own. 

1% falls very properly in ray way on this x>c- 
cafion, to take notice of a reproach thrown up- 
on miniders, by the miAake or perverfibn of two' 
of the queftions ufuallyput at an ordination, and: 
which you have juft heard put to your minifter.. 
They are foppofed by manyto.be fuchasno jnan* 
can anfwer with truth, and fo quite improper to 
be |)ut at all. The firft* of them is. in the fol- 
lowing terms, *.* Are nOt zeal for the honour 
** of God, love to Jefus Chrrft, and dcfire of 
" faving your fouls, your great motives, . and 
** chief. inducements, to enter into the fud£iion 
** of the holy miniftry, and not worldly dcfign^ 
•* and intercfb.*' This is mallcioufly inteKpreted 
to fuppofe, that a minifter in accepting of a fixed 
charge, hath no view or intention, primary or 
Secondary, of being provided of a maintenance. 
This would be both unnatural and unreafonable. 
** They that ferve at the altar, muft live by the 
*' altar.^* The plain meaning is. That the great 
motives of a minifler, in confecrating himfelf to 
this employment, and accepting the particular 
ftation ailigned him, ought to be the honour of 
God, and intereft of religion, as exprefled above. 
And furely, that this fliouW be the cafe, hath 
pothing in it incredible in our country, the pro* 
vlfion for the miniftry not being fo large, but 

a man 
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a man of tolerable abHides bath a much gieaie^ j 



hazard of rifing to wealth and dignity in many 
other enaployments. But alas! how ignorant 
are they who cavil at this queftion ? Do thejr 
not know that every Chridian is bound habitu- 
ally and fupremely to regard the glory of God in 
all his afiions. Thii is not peculiar to minx- 
fterS) except fo far as they ought to be exem- 
plary in every thing. Wo to every man in this; 
aflembly, be his employment what it will, if he 
does not habitually point his whole anions to the 
glory of God. " Ye are not your own ; ye are 
*• bought with a price; therefore glorify God 
** with your bodies, and your fpiritS) which are 
« God's ♦." 

The other queftion is this, ^' Have you ufed 
<< any undue methods by yourfclf or others, in 
«< procuring this call ?" It is impoffible to find 
fault with this queftion, but by leaving out the 
word, lindue. Arul indeed, it is fo far from 
being wrong, that there would be no harm if it 
were more particularly explained. It was pro- 
bably intended to difcourage all briguing and fo*» 
licitation, other than a man's real characSler does 
for itfelf, or the free unbiafled judgment of others, 
inclines them to da in his behalf; I apprehend 
it does not reach a reproof to all thofe, who 
either promote or hinder fettlements from politii' 

• » Cor, W, 19, zo* 
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cal corme£tians, or 4n exp«£lation of temporal 
favours : and to thofe who^ by promifes or 
threatfiings^ endeavour to influence their inferi- 
ors in (tich a caufe. In the mean time, I dare 
fay it will be allowed^ tkat any thin^ of thii 
kind done by a minifter himrelf) or at his direc- 
tion, in his own favour, ^would be very wrong; 
and, blefled be God^ it is< at prefent among U9 
•confidered as highly indecent and crimtnai. 

I muft alfo piit you in mind of the great dutjr 
of family inftr u£lion and government. Heads of 
families muft prepare their children and fervanl#' 
for receiving benefit by public inftruflion, and 
jcndeavour by repetition to fix it in their minds. 
It is our duty to fpeak plainly, no doubt ; but it 
18 impoflible, prfefcrving the dignity of the pulpit, 
•to fpeak m fuch a manner as to be underftood by 
thofe who have had no previous inftrufiion in a 
familiar way. It is like cafting feed upon an un^ 
opened, unprepared foil, which takes no root, 
^nd brings forth no fruit. Is it not hard, that;^ 
when many are fo ready to find fault with every 
negleft of miniftersy and fometimes expe£l more 
work from one than ten can perform, they (hould 
take fo little pains in their families, thefe fmall- 
er diftridls, which are committed to their o>Va 
charge. 

To conclude all, Strive together with your 
minifter in your prayers to God for him. There 

Vox, L M i$ 
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is no way more eiFe£tual to prepare him for ferv- 
ing you in the gofpel, and there is no way more 
proper for preparing you to attend upon his mi- 
ni Ary. If you make confcience of this duty» 
ypu will come to receive the anfwer of your 
prayers, and indeed to hear the word of God. 
Alas t that there (hould be fo few of our hear- 
ers of this charitable, fympathifing kind. We 
have fome ftupid and infenfible hearers, fome 
proud and difdainful hearers, manyciiticifing 
and cenfuring hearers, but few praying hearers. 
Let all that fear God give themfelves to this 
duty. And let them not only remember that 
corner of God's vineyard in which their own lot 
is cafl, but the kingdom of Chrift in general ; 
and pray, that his name may be great, ^^ from 
'* the rifing of the fun, unto his going down.** 
Amen. 
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jiwakBf aioake, put on ftrenglh, O arm of 
the LORD: Awake as in the ancient 
days in the generations of old. Art not 
thou it that bath cut Rahab and wounded 
tbs dragon. 

tY Bfcihren, we are this iJay called 
M by our fovercign to the duty of 
« folemn falling and humiliation, and 
j| to earnell prayer for the bleffing of 
'^ God on his councils and arms. Re- 
ligion and humanity confpire in urging us to a 
hearty compiiance, efpccially while public affairs 
wear fo threatning an afpeft. It ought alfo to 
awaken the atteniion, and increafc the feriouf- 
ncfs of every particular worfliipping aflemblf, 
that they are joining with fo many oihers in in- 
treating deliverance from ihefe national calami" 
tie?) in which alt are equally concerned. 
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We have often, for fome years paft, profeffed 
to humble ourfelves in the fight of God, and 
have done it alas I with a (hameful coldnefs and 
IndifFerence, or with an hypocrify ftill more 
criminal. But it is remarkable, that fucb is the 
fituation of affairs at prefent, as hath given an 
alarm even to fome of the moft infenfible, and 
conftrained them to confider this duty as now 
fomewhat more than a form. There has been 
for fome time paft, fuch a continuance and in- 
creafe of public judgments, fuch a feries of abor- 
tive projeds, and broken difcoocerted fchemes, 
as makes the moft obftinate and inconfiderate 
ftand and paufe, and ferioufly a(k, Is there not a 
caufe ? 

Our fetttng apart this day, and applying our- 
felves to the duty of fafting and prayer, implies a 
confeffion of the power and providence of God. 

It implies, that we believe in him, as the Al- 
mighty Creator, and righteous Governor of the 
world 5 the fupreme Difpofer of every event, and 
fovereign Arbiter of the fate of nations. How 
were it to be wiftied, that there was a juft fenfe of 
this truth on the minds of all of every rank ! 
And that, in all who are in any meafure iincere 
-on this occafion, the impreiEon may not be tran- 
ftent and partial, but lafting and eftefiual! It 
fliould excite us to a holy jealoufy over ourfelves, 
that we have fo often eflayed the like duty without 
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any apparent fuccefs. *« Is there unrighteourncfs 
*' with God? God forbid !'* The fault, doubt- 
lefs, lies in ourfelves. Our fads have not been 
fuch 93 God has chofen, and therefore he hath 
refufed to hear our prayers. 

In general, no doubt the evidence and the tf" 
fcA of an acceptable faft, is repentance compleat- 
ed by reformation. Where this is wanting, we 
are juftly liable to the charge brought by the pro- 
phet Ifaiah agalnft the children of Ifrael, *' Bring 
** no more vain oblations, incenfe is an abomi- . 
•** nation unto me, the new moons and fabbaths, 
** the calling of affemblies I cannot away with, 
*• It is iniquity, even the folemn meeting. Your 
** new moons, and your appointed feafts my foul 
** hateth, they are a trouble unto nrre, I am weary 
•* to bear them. And when ye fpread forth your 
** hands, I will hide mine eyes from you : yea, 
" when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: 
" your hands arc full of blood *.'* 7'here is no 
queftion but the unreftrained flood of impiety 
which has overfpread this nation, folicits divine 
vengeance, and prevents the efficacy even of the 
fincere prayers that are offered up for deliverance 
and mercy. But as, with refpeft to particular 
perfons, every error or defe£l in practice is the 
confequence of an erroneous or defe£^ive princi- 
ple, as every vicious aftion proceeds from an im- 

• Ifa. i. 13, 14, 15, 
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pure heart ; fo, in a national capacity, I am per- 
luaded, that our failing and prayer has been fuji'- 
damentaily wrong, or eflentially defeflive in itfclf, 
and therefore, has been followed by little or no 
ienfible fruit ; or rather that impiety, which it 
fhould have removed, it hath only contributed to 
increafe. 

For this reafon my intention at this time is to 
p int out to you what is the juft and proper ob- 
jeS of prayer for divine aid in a time of pablie 
calamity, as well as the great encouragement to 
its exercife. For this there is a proper founda- 
tion in the paffage of Scripture juft read in yeur 
hearing. In the former part of the chapter, the 
prophet had pronounced many gracious promifes^ 
. of inward and fpiritual profperity, and of out* 
ward protedion and fecurity to the church, tho^ 
furrounded and threatened, by enemies to her iii^ 
tereft in both refpc£b. He then changes the fortilf 
of his difcourfe, perfonates believers, and in their 
name, as one of. them, addrefles to God the- prayer 
in the text, ** Awake, awake, put on firength, 
'^ Q arrn of the Lord : awake as in the ancient 
*^ days, in the generations of old : art not thou.it 
^^ that hath cut Rahab and wouivded the dragon ?'' 
The beauty and ftrength of this language, the 
juflnefs and force of the figures here ufed^ it is 
almoft impoflible to overlook. The prophet prays 

for 
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for^fuch a difplay of divine power and mercy as 
might be.fignal and fenfible. " Awake, awake, 
** put on ftrenghih," that is, exert thy power, 
difcover thy glory in fuch a manner, as that thy 
prefcnt forbearance may be like the vigour of a 
waking man, compared to the defenceleis and in- 
a6live ftate of one that is faftafleep. *' O arm of 
" the Lord." This expreflion the arm of the 
Lord, with the addition of his making bare his 
holy arm, is frequently ufed in Scripture j and 
it is fo ftrong, and at the feme time, fo intelli-' 
gibic a figure, that it is impoflible to amplify or 
explain, without we^ening it. In the laft part 
of the verfe, he animates his own faith, and en- 
forces his requeft, by calling to remembrance 
paft tranfadtfons, and former dilplays of the power 
and grace of an unchangeable God. By Rahab 
and the dragon we are to underftand Egypt and 
her king, as appears by comparing other paffages 
of Scripture, particularly by Pf. Ixxxvi. 4. and 
Ezek. xxix. 3. the laft of which runs thus : 
*' Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I am againft thee, 
** Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that 
** lieth.in the midft of his rivers :. which hath 
*' faid,. My river is mine own, and I have made 
*' it for myfelf." 

In difcourfing on this fubjeft, what I propofc, 
through the afliftance of divine grace, is, 

* M 5 * I. To 
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I. To point out to you the import of this 
prayer in the firft part of this paflage, '* Awake, 
** awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the Lord." 

II. To confider the encouragement included 
in the laft part of it, '< Awake as in ancient 
*^ days, in the generations of old : art not thou 
*' it that hath cut Rahab, and wounde(} the dra- 
" gon ?" 

III. To apply the fubjefl to our own prefeot 
fituation. 

And we are to confider, . . 

^I. The meaning and import of the prayer: 
^^ Awake, awake, put on ftrength, O arm ef 
** the Lord." And in this I have no hope either 
of inftrufling or perfuading any but thofe who 
have fome meafure of real religion, who do un- 
feignedly believe, and will, when called upon, 
recoiled the conftant fuperintendency of Divine 
Providence. Thefe only will be fenfible that, as 
every event is dire<Eled and over-ruled by the Al- 
mighty, fo there are righteous, wife, and gracious 
purpofes to be ferved by them. All men it is 
true, arc ready to complain under diftrefs. The 
moft wicked and profligate, ** when the waters 
*♦ are gone into their foul," when they feel their 
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•mifery, will cry for relief. And, as they will 
turn them on every hand, and lay hold on every 
twig that may afford the leaft profpe^l of fav- 
ing them from finking, fo the terror of divine 
power, with which public calamity is fometimes 
accompanied, will even make them cryuntoGod. 
But there is a great difference, between this com- 
plaint of the'miferable, and the prayer of faith, 
which proceeds uponjuft views of the nature and 
government of God, and is affured of fuccefs. It 
may fometimes pleafe God to make ufe of - 
defolating judgments or alarming public flrokes 
to awaken a fecure thoughtlefs generation 5 but 
dutiful, acceptable and fuccefsfu I prayer for their 
removal, can only be the work of his own children. 
Perhaps it may be thought unneceffary todirefk 
perfons of this.charafter to the proper objeA of 
their prayers, as they muft be fupppfed habitually 
to flow from right principles, and to point at juft 
and warrantable ends. But it is certain, that, 
when wickednefs and profanenefs greatly, and 
univerfally prevail in any nation, the real fervanti 
of God are not only few in number, but.even this 
little flock always receives fome degree of infec- 
tion. This we are taught to expecSl by our bicffed 
- Saviour, vv^ho fays, ** And becaufe iniquity fhall 
" abound, the love of many fhall^wax cold*'* 
They may both be negligent and dcfefiive in their 
duty, reftraining prayer before God, and may be 
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in a great meafurc unmindful of the great and 
principal views with which they ought to ofFer 
up their intercefibry requefts. But, hoprng thafc 
all fuch among you as are juftly liable to this 
charge, will difcern the light, and feel the force of • 
divine truth, it is nvy defireto flir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance. 

And, in general, fuch a petition as this, 
** Awake, awake, put on ftrength, O arm of 
** the 'Lord," fuggefts to us, that our prayers for 
divine interpofition and deliverance from public 
calamities ftiould be fupremely ditc<9ed to the 
glory of God. This, as it ir, upon ihc whole,, 
the leading purpofe of every real believer, fo it 
ought to hallow every Cngle a£lion, and purify 
every particular defire. , Therefore our prayers 
muft be conceived in fuch a manner, and our de- 
fires after deliverance muft be fo qualified, that 
the fupreme honour due to God may be pre- , 
ferved inviolate, that duty may maintain its pre- 
cedency before intereft-, and fin may be flill more 
feared and avoided than* fuffering. The great 
end both of perfonal aifiidlion, and national cor- 
re£lion, is to weaken our attachment to prefent 
and temporal enjoyment, by ftaining its glory, .. 
and convincing us of its vanity. If then our 
chief or o|vly aim, in alking deliverance from 
outward calamity, is that we may again recover 
the eafe and quiet of fecurity, and the pleafure of 
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plenty, though we may feem to honour God by 
ifmploring* his aid, yet is our homage really 
given to a fenfuial idol. 

That this is neither impoffiWe nor unfrequent, 

is plain from the hiftory of the children of Ifrael. 

They often applied toGod in theirflraits: *' When 

** he flew them then they fought him, they rc- 

•• turtved and enquired early after God *." But 

this for^ of feeking, merely for prefent relief, or 

temporal mercies, was far from being acceptable 

to him. We are told, that it was tempting God, 

thus ** to afk meat for their lu^ftf." In oppo- 

fuion to this, let us look into the grounds aflign- 

ed in Scripture for God's gramirtg deliverance, 

and thence learn with what views we ought to 

implore it. The Pfalmift fays, *' Neverthelefs 

** he faved them for his name's fake, that he 

** might make his mighty power to be known %/*' 

And the prophet Ezekiel, *' But I wrought for 

•* my name's fake, that it flipuld not be polluted 

*^ before the Keatheri among whom they were, 

*' in whofe fight I made my felf known to them, 

*' in bringing them forth out of the land of 

** Egypt." 

But, in order to illuftrate this a little further, 
obferve, that a juft regard to the glory of God, 
in our prayers, implies the two following things, 
In<he firft place, That we expe£t deliverance 

# Pf. Uxviii. 34. t P^' l«vi". !?• t Pf- cvi. 8. 

7 ffom 
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from God alone, deJSre that it may Ee attended 
with fuch circumftances as his hand and power 
may be feen in it, and are willing to acknow- 
ledge him as the fupreme and only Author of it* 
This Is plainly included in the words of the pro- 
phet, ** Awake, awake, putonftrength, O arm 
^* of the Lord." As if he had faid, In thee alone 
is our hope; *< curfed be the man that maketh 
" flefli his arm." A prophane irreligious people 
are always prone, in undertaking any enterprize, 
to put their truft in human prowefs, to glory and 
boaft in the greatnefs of their ftrength. And 
when they are difappointed in their expe<5lati*ons, 
they are ready to dwell {o much upon fecond 
c^ufes, that they entirely overlook, or are with 
great difficulty brought to acknowledge the fu- 
preme agency of God, We may, however, be 
fenfible, by his taking to himfelf fo often, in 
Scripture, the title of the Lord of hofts, *' great 
*' in might and ftrong in battle," that fuch con- 
dud): is robbing him of the glory that is juftly 
his due. Many are the warnings we have in the 
word of God not to place too much confidence 
in any human means of fafety. '* Put not your 
*• truft in princes (fays the Pfalmift) nor in. the 
**' fon of man in whom there is no help *. There 
** is no king faved by the multitude of an hoft: 
** a mighty man is not delivered by much 

• Pf. cxlvi. 3, 

*< ftrength. 
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. ^* ftrength. An horfe is a vain thing for fafety, 
** neither can he deliver any by his great 
** ftrength t«" And there is no Scripture truth 
. more frequently, or more fenfibly confirmed in 
the courfe of providence. How often do we find, 
both in former and in later ages, the events of 
war diametrically oppofite to the greateft human 
probability, and the moft confident human ex- 
peitation ? 

Now prayer for divine interpofition fhould 
always be made under a deep impreffion of this 
truth. : And indeed we fliall never come to im- 
portunity and fervency in prayer for fuch a mer- 
^ cy, till we are fomewhat aflPefted with ir. All the 
honour that is given to man is taken from God. 
All truft and dependance on human means as* 
fuch, or on their own account, divides and weak- 
ens our reliance on God. But when he is con- 
fidered as the fingle and only fource of relief, we 
apply with that ardour and earneftnefs which ne- 
ceffity and extremity fuggeft. This doth not 
hinder the diligent ufe and application of out- 
ward means, but keeps them in their proper place, 
induces us to afk the divine blefling upon them, 
and prevents us from provoking the divine jea- 
loufy by idolizing and trufting in them. 

It ought alfo to be our defire, that the glory of 
divine power may vifibly fliine in ourdeliverancei 

f Pf, zxxiii. x6, 17, 

not 
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fioe only that his hand may do it, but thai hfs 
hand may be feen in it, and, if poiTibl^, to the 
conviiSlion of all. Nothing is more impious, and 
nothing more provoking to Ood, than when men 
arrogate to themfelves the honour of what they 
have done by his hotp, or acquired by thie bounty 
of his providence. Hear the language of the 
proud monarch of the call, " Is not this great 
** Babylon that I have built, for the houfe of 
<' the kingdom, by the might of my power, and 
** for the honour of my majcfty*?" But mark 
the unexpefted change by the more powerful 
word of the King of Kings. •* When the word 
'< was in the king's mouth there fell a voice from 
** heaven, faying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to 
*• thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is departed from 
" theef.** How often in Scripture is the de- 
ftruflion and punifhment of kings and princes 
afcribed to their fclf-fuflBciency, infolence and 
pride ? Thus in that remarkable prophecy againft 
the king of Babylon: « For thou haft faid in 
** thine heart, I will afcend into heaven, I will 
'' exalt my throne above the ftars of God: I 
*« will fit alfo upon the mount of the congre- 
•* gation in the fides of the north. I will afcend 
" above the heights of the clouds. I will be 
** like the moft High. Yet thou (halt be brought 
*' down to hell, to the fides of the pit; They 

• Dan. i7. 30. f Ver. 31* ' 

'« that 
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** that fee thee, fliall narrowly look upon thee 
** and cocrfider thee, faymg,Isthis the man that 
•' made the earth to tremble, that did fliake 
•* kingdoms ? That made the world as a wilder- 
** nefs, and deftroyed the cities thereof; that 
** opened not the houfe of his prlfoners * ?^' How 
ftrongly does this-prave, that in ord€r to prajr 
acceptably for the int^rpofition of divine pro- 
vidence, wc ibould be willtng that 'God aloiie 
fliould have the honour entire and undivided; 
** That the lofty looks of man ihould be hum- 
*^ bled^ and the haughtinei^ of man ibouldbe 
'* bowed down, and the Lord alone e3talted>in^ 
*« that day+/' Was it not thus that the 
ancient warrroES of the, holy natbn fought 
and profpered f Iti confidence of divine aid, 
or refigned to the divine wiU, they went oiit 
and played the men for their people and. the ci-> 
ties of their God. And wlken they had done foy 
the.3^ acknowledged that his right hand and hia 
holy arm had gotten him the vi<9tory. See- tfie 
Tpng of Mofes on his vi6lory over the Egyptians* 
*' Thy right hand, ,0 Lord, is become, glorious 
^ in power : Thy right hand, O Lord',, ha&dafh- 
^' ed in pieces the enemy. And in the greatnefs 
**' of thine excellency thou haft overthrown them 
**" that rofe up againft thee : Thou fentcft forth 
" thy wrath, which conCumed them as Bubble $/' 

• IL xiv» 13.-— 17. t ^^^ "> *^» t ^^' *^' ^> T* 

I caiinot 
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I cannot conclude this branch of the fubje£t 
without obfcrving) that we have had in the courfe 
of providence a very recent inftance, both of a 
iingular appearance of the hand of God in de- 
fence of a righteous caufe, and a modeft afcrip- 
tion of it to the power of the Highcft. That 
prince, who appears now to be the chief outward 
fupport of the proteftant caufe in Europe, has 
been enabled literally (according to the ancient 
promife) " with five to chafe a hundred, and 
** with a hundred to put ten thoufand to flight." 
The greateft earthly potentates had combined 
againft him and confpired his ruin. AfTured of 
vidory,they were forging chains for his followers, 
and divididg his inheritance by lot. fiut in the 
name of the Lord he fet up his ftandard. The 
Lord turned the counfels of his enemies into 
confufion* His vidories have been numerous, 
extraordinary and important. And he hath all 
along avoided boafting and vain-glory, and pioufly 
acknowledged that '^ Salvation belongetb unto 
« God." 

In the fecond place, in applying to God fpr an 
extraordinary interpoiition of his providence, we 
ought alfo to pray for a difpenfation of his grace 
and mercy. When we pray that the arm of the 
Lord may awake and put on ftrength, it (hould be 
that a revival of religion may accompany tempo- 
ral relief, and that by a plentiful cffufion of the 

Holy 
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Holy Spirit many finners may be delivered from 
the worft of bondage, and brought to the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God. As this 
Ihould be in itfelf the objeS of our defire, fo it 
ihould be infeparably joined with the other, and 
their mutual connexion ftill kept in view. Tem- 
poral mercies to a nation, as well as to particular 
■perfons, ought always to be '^made fubfervient to 
the promoting of truth and righteoufneft. It is 
remarkable, that thefe two things are always join- 
ed in Scripture. And, indeed, if temporal mer- 
cies be confidered in the light I formerly men- 
tioned, it is impoffible that they can be afunder. 
•Let any one confult the interceffory prayers in 
which deliverance from external calamity is in- 
'treated, the prophecies in which it is promifed, or 
the longs of praife in which it is celebrated, and he 
will find, that the purity and fpiritual profperity of 
God's heritage is ftill kept in view. They are 
confidered as involved in one another, and the 
one, as only valuable, becaufe leading to the 
other* Jnftead of enumerating many paflages, I 
fhall only mention one of the prophet Ifaiah. 
*^ And I will turn m'ine hand upon thee, and 
** purely purge away all thy drofs and take away 
*' aU thy tin. And I will reftore thy judges as 
*^ at the firft, andthycounfellors as at the begin • 
** ning : Afterward thou flialt be called the city 
** of rightcoufnefs, the faithful city. Zion fliali 

« be 
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«* be redeemed with judgment and her converts 
*' with righteoufnefs," 

And, my brethren, is not the arm of the Lord 
and the glory of hrs power particularly difplayed,. 
when the influence and dominion of error is dc- 
ftroyed, and the obftinacy and rebellion of fin- 
ners is fubdued f This is a more extraordinary, as 
well as ar more excellent effedl of power, than 
producing the greateft changes in our outward 
ilate and condition. It feems to be on this ac- 
count that, in Scripture, the Saviour of fmners^ 
. the king of Zion, is fo often reprefented as glo- 
rious in his perfon, and great in his power, *' For 
** unto us a child is born, unto us a fon is giv^n, 
** and the government fliall be upon his fhoul* 
•* der, and his name (hall be called Wonderful, 
*' Counfellor, the mighty God, the everlafling. 
" Father, the Prince of peace*. Gird thy fword 
^ upon thy thigh J O moft Mighty: with thy 
** gloty and thy majefty. And in thy majefty 
" ride profperoufly, becaufe of truth and meek- 
*' nefs and r4ghteoufnefs : and thy right hand 
** fliall teach thee terrible things f." Thefe and 
a multitude of other pafTages plainly fhow that 
the converfion of finners, and defeating the pow- 
ers of the princes of darknefs, requires, an exer- 
tion, and is a frgnal difplay of the flrength of the 
- ,d^ivine arms. 

♦ICix. 6. fPf. xk. 3,'4i 

But 
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But as it is a matter of the utmoflr importance 
and propriety at prcfent, I muft beg your patience, 
v^hile I endeavour a little to ill uft rate the ne* 
ceflity of joining carjieft interceffion for the revi- 
val of religion and the glory of Chrift's king- 
dom, with our prayers for a recov-ery of national 
profperity. 

For iUuftrating this let us attend to the three. 
following partiaulars. 

ff. We have no warrant to aflc the laft of the(b 
without the firft. 

2» We have no reafonto expefi: that it will be 
fcparately beflowjed.' 

3* If it ibould) in- any degree^ it would not be 
a bleffing but a cur fe. 

Firfty we have no warrant to a& national 
profperity without a revival of religion. Our 
prayers are then only warrantable when we ad- 
joft and proportion our efteemof the mercies of 
God to their real worth, and defire them for 
their proper ends. Nbw^ a love to one's country^ 
and a defire of its outward welfare, is, no doubt> 
an excellent and an amiable difpofition. But it is 
much more fo to be concerned for their everlaft- 
ing intereft. Why doth the love of our country 
merit any praife, but becaufe it is a difpofition 
and tendency to communicate happinefs? But 
wh^t is temporal to eternal heppinefe ? What is 
jSL fruitful field to a renewed heart? Peace at 

home 
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home to peace with God ? Security from an earth- 
ly opprefTor to deliverance from the wrath to 
come? A campaffionate heart bleeds for the mi- 
fery of hb fellow-creatures in poverty or bondage, 
but a fandified heart is ftill more deeply afFeded 
with the ignorance and guilt of others, and their 
endlefs confequences. Now is it a warrantable 
manner of oiFering up our defires to God, to ad- 
mire or afk a {hare in the bounty of his provi- 
dence, while we defpife and trample upon the 
riches of his grace ? 

But that fuch prayers are unwarrantable, doth 
not only appear from the unjuft preference given 
to -leller before greater mercies, but from their 
being a total perverfion of our defires from the 
gr^at point in which they ought to center. The 
gifts of God are intended to lead us to the giver > 
the events of his providence to be fubfervient to 
the methods of his grace. When, therefore, we 
afk temporal prosperity, without an equal, or ra- 
ther fuperior folicitude for the enlightening and 
fanflifying influences of the Holy Ghoft, we are 
alienating his mercies from their proper ufe, turn- . 
ing them into weapons of rebellion againft him, 
and cheriihing that love of the world which is de- 
firu£live of the love of God. 

Secondly, As all fuch defires are unwarrantable 

and diforderly, fo we have no reafon to expe£l 

that they fhall be granted. Iiet us recall to mind 

6 this 
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this important truth, that God is the fupreme 
DiQ>ofer of all events. Every profperous event 
is the eflFeft of his bounty. Every calamity is 
the rod of his anger> and carries his commiffion* 
Are there not then wife ends to be fcrved by eve- 
ry thing appointed by him ? Affliftion fpringeth 
not out of the duft. National calamity is not 
the rigour of an arbitrary tyrant, but the wife 
' ' chaftifement of a gracious father, or the pu- 
niihment of a righteous judge. He ruleth the 
nations " fitting upon the throne of bis holinefsj" 
and, unlefs when he hath a mind to ^^ make a 
'* full end,'* of a people ripe for deftruflion, 
gives them for a feafon into the hands of their 
enemies to bring about their reformation. If then 
public calamity bears a commiilion for this pur- 
pofe from him whofc work is perfe£l, what rea- 
fon is there to expeft, that it will be removed be- 
fore it hath attained its end ? Will he not repea^ 
the ftroke, and increafe its feverity, .till it procure 
fubmiffion ? It is true, we cannot precifely fay 
how far the forbearance of God may go, or how 
long his patience may endure. There may be a 
remiffion, or fufpenfion of the final ftroke, for 
their farther trial. But it is certain that when there 
is no returning to God by repentance, there 
can be no reafonable ground to hope that his dif- 
pleafure will ceafe, or its effe£ls be removed. 

Thirdly, Though temporal deliverance were 
granted to a nation, in any meafure, without a 

' difpenfation 
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^Upeo&don^ the Spirit and revival of religion, 
jc would be no bleffiagbuc a ciirfe, and could not 
be ' of any long, dmration. It would be giving 
them up to themfelveS) to fill up the meafuxe of 
their iniquities, that, when the a^^ointed time of 
trengeanceihauld'Come, their deftrudion might 
be more terrible an^ iignal. It is remarkable, 
that this is found anongthe judgments of God, 
and reckoned one of the tnoft dreadful, when he 
ceafes toilcive with a people, and gives them up 
to themfelves. Thus he. fays, by the Pfalmift, 
^' But my people would .not heaiken to my voice, 
<' Ifrael would have none of me, fo I gave them 
^ iip to their own hearts lufis, and they waiked 
^' in their own co^nfels *.** So alfo faith the pro^ 
j>het Hofea,^ '^ Ephraim is JQined to idols, let him 
*' alone t*" The confequence of this is the con* 
tinuance and increafe of sM manner of wick^ 
jiefs. Then fpiritual judgments come in the room 
of temporal, which, tho' they are le& fenfible, 
are but fo much the more fatal. Blindnefs of 
imind, bacdnefs of heart, and an obftinate con* 
tempt of iaftru£tion, are the utiial confequences of 
unfandified proipertty. Ift> Aich cifcumftances a 
nation may exult, and blefs themfelves in their 
abundant wealth ; nay, they may be the envy of 
their fooliflt and ihort-fighted neighbours ; but 
4o the eye of faith their condition is moft wretched 

♦ PS,\xTaL M, Z2, f HoC iy- 17, 

and 
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and deplorable. To what a pitch of impiety they 
' may proceed when all reftraints are withdrawn, 
fome nations recorded in hiftory are a (landing 
apd melancholy proof. And the fudden defol^- 
tion fometimes ;nfli6led, after long forbearance, 
by the Lord of nature, on cities and kingdoms, 
by fire from heaven, by earthquakes, peftilence, 
or the fword, is a fearful prefage of the fate of 
all, who, in the day of recompence, (hall fufFer 
the vengeance of eternal fire. 

All thefe things are plainly founded on the 
word of God, and manifeft confequences of the 
divine government. They will, however, make 
very little impreifion on a thoughtlefs and fecure 
generation, plunged in fenfuality and luft ; and 
leaft of all On thofe, who have exprefly lifted them- 
felves under the banner of infidelity, and learned 
to be profane upon principle. This is one of the 
worft fymptoms of our prefent condition ; the 
greater our guilt, and, therefore, the nearer the 
danger. Nothing was lefs looked for by the Ba- . 
bylonian monarch, in the height of his riotous 
midnight feaft, than his kingdoms being taken 
from him. And yet how fpeedily was it accom- 
pU(hed, and in how (hort a time was this fuperb 
and opulent city, the *' beauty of the Chaldees 
*' excellency," turned into a ruinous heap* ?*' 
I proceed now to the fecond general head, 
which was : . ' 

* Sf & Ifmh xiit. 9vi« to the end. 

Vo;,. I. N II. To 
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II, To confider a little the encouragement to 
prayer, contained in the laft part of the text : 
*' Awake as in the ancient days, as in the genera* 
«* tions of old," &c. 

In this the prophet animates his faith, and en- 
courages his own dependance and that of others 
* upon the promifes of God, by celebrating the 
greatncfs of his power, as manifefted in former 
memorable deliverances granted to his chofen 
people.. He continues his addrefs to the arm of 
the Lord : and, inftead of an enumeration of the 
mighty, ads of this arm in ancient days, and the 
generations of old, he fixes upon one ilgnal and 
leading difplay of divine majcfty and power, in 
the deflruiSlion of the Egyptians, and the deli- 
verance of Ifrael from that fubje<9ion and bon- 
dage in which they were formerly held by that 
people. This is done with the higheft pro- 
priety; for the deliverance of Ifrael from Egyp- 
tian bondage was moft remarkable and extraordi- 
nary in its circumftances, and the hand of God 
did moft emiinently appear in it. Thus the pro- 
phet fays, in the verfe immediately following the 
text : '* Art not thou it, which hath dried the 
** fea, the waters of the great deep, that h^ath 
** made the deeps of the fea a way for th^ ran- 
*' fomed to pafs over ?" From this appearance 
in behalf of Krael, God often takes his defigna- 
llon : this diiefiy cpaftituted the fpecial relation 

betweeiv 
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between him and tbe people of Ifrael j and on 
this their obligation to obedience is founded In 
the preface or introdu<9:ion to the moral law : 
** I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
*« out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe of 
"•bondage?* And indeed this deliverance is of- 
•ten confidered, and juftly^ as typical of the ftill 
more important deliverance of the cleft of God 
from fin and mifcry. 

Now let us confider a Kttlie the effeft of fuch a 
view upon the mind, and its influence in prayer. 
This, I think, may be included in the two fol- 
lowing particulars : ^ 

Ftrft, it fatisfics us of the power of God, and 
h\s ability to fave# There can be no prayer id- 
drefled to God for relief and deliverance in an 
acceptable manner, but what proceeds upon a 
confidence in his power. And there is in men, 
for the moft part, . on this fubjeft, a very imper- 
fe<3b and wavering perfuafion. Nay, there is 
often a greater degree of unbelief, than they 
themfclves are fenfibleof, or difiindly apprehend. 
They are often fo held captive by fenfe, and their 
arttention fo much taken up and engroflTed by 
outward means and inilruments, that they are 
backward to believe, or rely even on an almighty^ 
becaufe an invifible power. This was the cafe 
-often with the children of Ifrael, even after re- 
peated proofs of the ftrength of the divine arm. 

N 2 Thus 
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Thus fays the Pfalmift: <« How oft did they 
<* provoke him in the wildernefs, and grieve him 
" in the defart? Yea, they turned back and 
" tempted* God, and limited the holy one of 
** Ifrael. They remembered not his hand, nor 
'* the day when he delivered them from the 
** enemy*." Againft this unhappy tendency, 
God, by the prophet, warns his people, a few 
vcrfes after thfe text : *^ I, even 1, am he that 
•* comfortcth you: who art thou, that thou 
<< {houldft be afraid of a man that (hall die, and of 
** the fon of man, which (hall be made as graft. 
"And forgetteth the Lord thy maker, that hath 
'* ftretched forth the heavens, and laid the foun- 
^' dations of the earth ? And haft feared conti- 
** nually every day, becaufe of the fury of the 
*' oppreiTor, as if he were ready 40 deftioy j and 
** where is the fury of the oppreiTor f f" And 
indeed nothing can be more fupporting under 
Aich fears, than to remember the inOances in 
which God hath formerly made his power known. 
It is, as it were, realizing the divine perfections, 
and making us to fee him, who is invidble. In 
this very way does the Pfalmift recover from a 
difconfolate ftate, and dark difcouraging views oC 
divine providence. *' Hath God forgotten- to be 
<< gracious y hath he in anger (hut up his tender 
'^ mercies ? Selah. And I faid, this is my in- 

• P/. Ixxvtii, 40,47^ 42« f If. li. 12* 13* 
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•^ firmity, but I will remember the years of the 
*' the right hand of the moft High, I will re- 
" member the works of the Lord ; furely I will 
** remember thy wonders of old. I will me- 
** ditate alfo of all thy works, and talk of thy 
" doings*." 

In the fecond place, The fame view ferres 
to afcertain us of the mercy of God, and hi^ 
readinefs to help us in diftrefs. It Ls not enough 
that we have ever fo unfhaken a perfuafion of the 
power of* God, unlefs we have fome ground 10 
believe that it (hall appear in our behalf. Now 
former inftances of extraordinary providential 
deliverance not only a^rd a proof of divine 
power, but fhew us in what cafes we have rea- 
fon to expeft that it ihall be exerted. That pait 
of the providence of God which is already open 
to our view, enables us, from analogy, to infer 
what (hall be his fubfequent conduit j at leaft fo 
far as to direct and encourage us in our own duty. 
We know for example, that he is a refuge in 
times of trouble to thofe that are in diftrefs : and 
that in extremity, when all human help fails, 
then is xleliverance more to the glory of God, 
Jy this very argument does Jehofaphat conclude 
and enforce his prayer, ** O our God wilt ihour 
*' not judge them ? for we have no might againft 
" this great company that cometh againft us; 

* Pf. Ixxvii. 9, 10, if, I3P. 
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" neither know we what to do> but our eyes are 
** upon thee*." 

We know alfo that his faithfulncfs is engaged 
to hear thofe, who, ref ufuig to lean on any bro- 
ken reed, or trufting any refuge of liea, place 
their confidence in him alone ; and that the glo- 
ry of God is immediately am} chiefly concerned, 
in the fupport and prcfervatioa of his own peo^- 
pic. They fee that he hath, in all ages, counted 
this his own caufe % and therefore they fay with^ 
the Pfalmift : " They that know thy name will 
•♦ put their truft in thee, for thou Lord haft not 
«* forfaken them that feck theef.** In fine, for- 
mer inftances of extraordinary deliverance point 
out the great end and defign of fuch inter- 
pofitions. That they are for promottng of truth, 
and righteoufnefs, and to make thofe who are the 
objeft»^of them, chearful and willing fervants to 
God; not only partakers of the bounty of his pro- 
vidence, but monuments of the riches of his grace.. 
*' In that day fliall this fong be fung io the land 
*' of Judah. We have a ftrong city, falvation 
*' will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 
Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation, 
that keepeth the truth may enter in J. Vio- 
lence fhall no more be beard in thy land,.- 
wafting and deftrudion within thy borders ; 
but thou (halt call thy walls falvation and thy. 

• a Chron. xx, I2» f Pf. ix. lo, J If. xxvi. i, 2. 
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*' gates praife*»" From all which if appear^' 
that, in prayer properly warranted, and rightly 
diredled, it muft give unfpeakable confidence and 
hope, to furvey the remarjcable inftances of di- 
vine providence, and thence take encouragemer t 
to commit our caufe to, and red our hope on, tb& 
fame unchangeable Gpd. 

I conclude this head with obfervlng. That, in> 
the expreffion of the prophet, ** Art thou not ic 
** that hath cut Rahab and wounded the dra- 
** gon," he hath a^particular view to the eter-^ 
t)ity and immutability of God. *' He is the 
** fame yetterda}', to-day, and for e.Ver." If he* 
hath done great and marvdlbu^ things in the moft 
diAant ages, *' his hand is not Shortened that ir 
** cannot fave, neither his ear heavy that it can- 
«* not hear j" his ftrength is not impaired by ex- 
ercife, nor his fulnefs wafted by <:ommunication« 
Such an argument would not hold with regard to 
man, whofc power is fo exceeding mutable, and 
his ftrength fo exceeding liable to decay. It is 
-recorded in hiftory, that an old Roman, Milo,^ 
who in his youth was a prodigy of ftrength, 
happened to live to old age ; and that he ufed 
often to weep when he looked on his arms, his 
once, nervous and vigorous arms, and fa w the 
wrinkled and decayed finews, and the weak, 
feeble ftate to wh]ch they were reduced by time^ 

• If. be, 18- 

N 4 But 
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But this is not, cannot be the cafe with the arm of 
the Lord. His ftrength and ftability, particularly 
as oppofed to created weaknefs and frailty, is of- 
ten declared in Scripture. Thus in the following 
fublime paflageof the prophet Ifaiah. " And the 
•* voice faid, Cry: And he faid what fliall I cry ? 
** All flefh is grafs, and all the goodlinefs thereof 
** is as the flower of the field. The grafs wi- 
** thcreth, the flower fadeth ; becaufe the Spirit 
*' of the Lord bloweth upon it : furely the pco- 
*' pie is grafs. The grafs withereth, the flower 

*«* fadeth : but the word of our God (hall ftand 
" for ever*." 

I proceed ik>w in the laft place to apply the 

truths you have heard on this fubje6t to our own 
prefect fituationi as to public affairs. 

And firft. Is not our ftate, both as a nation, 
SLT^d as a church, exceedingly fallen and low ; 
and have we not the greateft need to addrefs this 
prayer in the text, " Awake, awake, put on 
** flrength, O arm of the Lord?" May we not 
take our low ^d fallen flate as a nation from 
the ur\iverfirconfeflion of all without exception, 
however oppofed in fentiments or intereft ? Eve- 
ry clafs and denomination of men among us, 
every party and fadion, however unwilling each 
may be to acknowledge its own (hare of the 
guilt, and however prone to load its adverfariea 

♦ U.xU 6, 

with 
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witri the blame of procuring it, is yet willing to 
acknowledge that we are at prefent in a diftrefled, 
and in a contemptible (late. 

And indeed the thing itfelf fpeaks. We have 
of late fufFered under a variety of public flrokes. 
We have not only had, for fome time paft, re- 
peatcd'threatnings of fcarcity and dearth, but vaft 
multitudes have been afRi£led whh famine in its 
rigour, which is one of God's " fore judgments/* 
Through the mercy of God this is alleviated in 
fotne meafure at prefent, but, far from being cn^* 
tirely removed. We have alfo been long engag- 
ed in war with a powerful and politic enemy. 
And has not the providence of God fcnfibly 
frowned on us, and vifibly fruftrated almoft every 
one of our attempts ? This hath been the cafe to 
a degree hardly known jn any former inftancei 
We have ** turned our backs faint-hearted be- 
** fore our enemies," in almoft every encounter; 
and the greater and more formidable our prepa- 
rations for any enterprize, the more pitiful the 
ifllie, and the more fhameftil our defeat and dif^ 
appointment. Has there not been an^bftrudfed 
trade, -a lofs of territory, a lofs of honour, and 
expencc of treafure ? Is not this nation, once in 
a manner the arbitrefs of the fate of Europe; 
how become the fcorn and derifion of her neigh- 
bours and all that are round about her? What 
weak and divided councils among thofc that pre* 

N 5 fide ? 
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fide? Infiead of any genuine public fpirit, a. 
proud and fadious endeavour to difgrace .each 
other's mcafures and wrell the enfigns of govern* 
ment out of each other's hands. How numerous 
and expenilve, but how ufelefs and ina£iive have 
bsen our fleets and armies ? And how deplora- 
ble is the condition of our colonies abroad? They 
are the chief theatre of the war, becaufe, indeed, 
they arc the fubjeft of the conteft. And furely it 
is affecting to think of the unnatural barbarity 
and cruelty that there is often exercifed, when no 
age or fex is fpared. It is true, the diflance of 
the place may probably make us lefs fenfible of 
their mifery. But, if it pleafe God to fufFer our 
enemies to continue their pcogrefs, it is hard 
to fay how far the defolation may extend, or how 
univerfal it may prove. 

Are we no( alfo in a very low and fallen flate 
. as a church, or a nation, fliU retaining fome pro* 
feillon and form of religion ? This will be found 
locorrefpond with the other, as the caufe with, 
the effcft. How have, all ranks, from the high- 
^& to the loweft, corrupted their ways ? How 
grofs and prevalent is infidelity, undermining the 
principles of natural, with the fame zeal and 
cagernefs, with which it formerly endeavoured to 
weaken the foundations of revealed religion? 
How many of high rank have wholly deferred 
ibe^ houfe ^d worQiip of God> na/> openly 

and 
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and boldly treat his fervice and fervants with 
contempt ? How often do we obfcrve fuch, with 
a criminal and infolent felf-contradiflion, trample 
upon the very laws againft' profanenefs which' 
they contribute to make? And, with how much' 
zeal and diligence does the lower part of the na- 
tion emulate the higher, in that which is the re- 
proach of both? So great is the prevalence of ir- 
religlon, contempt of God, fenfuality and pride^ 
that many of the grofleft crimes arenot only prac- 
tifed but profeffed^. not ojily frequent but open", 
not only perilled in but gloried in and boafted of ^ 
infomuch, that it requires no fmall degree of for- 
titude and refolution, ftedfaftly to adhere to the 
principles and charafter of a difciple of Chrift, in' 
oppofition to the fpirit and ftrain of fafhionabl© 
converfation. 

It is not, indeed, to |3e wondered at, ihatnott 
only this nation^ but the proteftant ftates of Eu- 
rope in general fhould be brought under the rod,, 
as they have fo fhame fully departed from that pu- 
rity of faith and Aridnefs of morals which' wasr 
the glory of the reforn^ation. How many have 
of late been afhamed of the crofs of Chrift, and' 
the dbftrine of the grace of God.^ And what 
hath been fubftituted in their room? A pliant* 
and fafliionable fchcme 6f religion, a fine theory* 
of virtue and morality. A beautiful but unfub- 
ftaatial idol, raifed by human pride> adorned and* 

• N 6 dreflcd 
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drefled by human art, and fupported by the wif-* 
dom of words. And hath it not, in this, as in 
every preceding age, in this, as in every other 
Chriftian country, wherever it gained any credit, 
been the fore-runner and brought faft at its heels 
a deluge of profanenefs and immorality in prac- 
tice? Can any of thefe things be called in quef- 
tioa? And are not they, as well as many more 
^hich might cafily be enumerated, the melancholy 
proofs of our degenerate and corrupt character? 

In the fecond place. From what hath been faid 
you may fee what wrong meafures we have hi- 
therto taken for removing thefe evife, fo far as we 
have been fenfible of them. Our gracious fove- 
reign hath, indeed, been pleafed to point out our 
duty, by calling us annually to farting and hu- 
miliation. But with the far greater number it 
hath been no more than an unmeaning: and lifelefs 
form : and they have continued iWW in the fame 
forge^fulnefs and contempt of God. You have 
heard above that nothing is more contrary to the* 
genuine fpirit of interccHbry prayer in public ca- 
lamity, than putting trud in an arm of flefb. 
And yet, is there any thing wltli which this na- 
tion is at prefent moie juftly chargeable ? Nothing 
is more apparent from the very face of our com- 
mon channels of intelligence. In the cafe of dif- 
appointments, on the one hand, are we not un- 
governable and head ftrong in our refentment . 

againft i 
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agaihft men? and equally foolifh and fanguine on 
the other, in our hopes of thofe who are fubfti- 
tuted in their place ? We give pompous details 
of armaments, and prophefy, nay, even in a man- 
ner defcribe their viflories, long before thefeafon 
of ailion ; and rncautioufly celebrate the charac- 
ters of leaders, while ihey are only putting on the 
Barnefs, and going into the field. What proud 
and arrogant fentirnents do we often exprefs on 
the fubjedl of our national courage, and ancient 
Britifh fire, as it is called ? In fhort, we feem to 
have got entirely into that vain-glorious, ofienta- 
tious fyftem, with which we ufed to upbraid our 
neighbour and rival nation ; and they feem to 
have given it up in our favour, and to have adopted 
the wifer and mort profitable method of putting 
deeds for words. 

And hownegligent have we been of promoting, 
or praying for the intereft of religion ? You have 
heard, that when the arm of the Lord puts orr 
ftrengthj'it muft be to appoint falvatlon for walls 
and bulwark's to a people; But how few difco- 
Ver ahy concern upon this/ubjc£l ? The want of 
public fpiric, in thofe vi^ho retain any fenfe of re- 
ligion, is an evidence of its low and languilhing 
ftate. AVhen it is lively, it will always be com- 
municative. Love to God and love to man, the 
two great branches of practical religion, necefla- 
n]y imj^ly a^conc^m fi»^ its progrefe. And yet* 
:. '•»• fo 
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fp rare is any. thing of this kind, that when it ap** 
pears as a fort bf prodigy, it is looked upon, by moft, 
as romance and extravagance. Let experience tell, 
if this is not often the cafe. When any one ap* 
pears, in imitation of the Scripture faints, to grieve 
for the fins of others, ordifcovers any more than 
ordinary concern for their reformation, are not 
all his endeavours immediately rcfifled and re* 
fented as troublefome, or branded with every 
name of contempt, as vidonary frenzy and en- 
^hufiafm? 

In the third place. From what hath been faid' 
on this fubjeiSi, you may learn what ought to be 
the great aim- of every ferious and fenfible Chrif- 
iian among us, at prefent in his interceflion at 
the throne of grace, viz. That the power of 
the Almighty may appear in behalf of this na^- 
tion, in fuch a manner, as all may be obliged to 
fay, " This is the doing of the Lord." That,, 
as he ufeth to;do on extraordinary occafions, he 
may raife up inftruments for this purpofe, who 
may be as poliflied (hafts in his own hand, and 
may have a fmgle eye to his own glory. That, 
not for our fakes, who have deferved- to be caft off 
for ever, but for his own name's fake, he would 
fupport thofe who fiill adhere to the proteftant 
caufe. And, in a particular manner, for this 
end, that he would difcover his power and glory 
in an eminent smd rem^rk^ble revival of religion 
^ 7 smong 
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among all ranks. That o\xr blei&d Redeemer,. 

the king of Zion, who reigns to all generations, 

who hath afcended up on high, and received 

gifts for men, would fend forth his Spirit in a 

large and plentiful meafure. That his work and 

power may appear in all his gracious influences,. 

convincing and converting fmners, fan<^ifying, 

quickening and comforting believers. That this 

may be a common bleffing on all corners of the 

land, on perfons of every clafs and denomination^ 

of every rank and degree, from the higheft to the 

loweft, of every (lation and office, civil and fa- 

cred. Above all, that he would '* cloath his 

*' priells with falvation, that his faints may fhout. 

** aloud for joy," O when (hall the time come, 

when " the Lord of hofts (hall be for a crown^ 

*' of glory, and a diadem of beauty to the red- 

«* due of his people;" when, inftead of fine 

fcheipes fpun for the honour of their makers, 

thofe who are called minifters of Chrift, (halj 

preach the.gofpel, *« with the Hojy Ghoft fent 

** down from heaven?" When the truth of 

God, by its fimplicjty,majefty, force, and efficacy, 

(hall make its way into the hearts of the mod ob- 

(linate, and Satan's kingdom fall as lightning 

before it. Plead, my beloved hearers, that pro- 

tefiants in general may be brought back to their 

firft faith and their firfl love ', that the unhappy 

divifions among us may be aboliihed; and tf)at 

,i the 
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the bond and centre of union may be Chrift cru- 
fied, the only author of falvation : that men may 
be no longer rank*d in parties, and marihalled 
under names, but the great and only ftrife may 
be, who {hall love our Redeemer mcft, and who 
(hall ferve him with the greateft zeal. 

And in this critical conjundlure, when the 
Woody fword is thrcatning fo many nations, and 
when there is fo general a combination of anti- 
chriftian powers, becarneft in prayer, that it may 
pleafe God to fubvert their fchemcs, and turn 
their counfels into foolifhnefs; and that he, with 
whom is terrible majefty, may confume ** the 
*' man of fin with the fpirit of his mouth, and 
** and deftroy him with the brightnefs of his 
•* coming." — Pray for our gracious fovereign king 
George, under whofc mild and legal government, 
we have long enjoyed as much happinefs as our 
national guilt would allow : that God, by whom 
** kings reign and princes decree juflice," would 
give him a wffe underftanding heart in his fear, 
protect his perfon, diredl his councils, and prof- 
per his arms :. and long preferve his numerous 
iflue, as happy pledges of the fecurity of our civil 
and religious liberty. — Let us alfo, while we give 
thanks to God for raifihg up an eminent prince 
in Germany as the head of the reformed intereft, 
and fignally fupporting him hitherto, pray, that 
he may continue his protection to him, eiKourage 

his 
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his heart, and ilrengthen his hands, and fight hts^ 
battles. In fine, let us pray for the fpeedy ac^ 
com pli/hment of the prophecy, whoever fh all be 
the indrument of it, of the downfal of Antichrift^ 
when the cry (hali be heard, " Babylon the great 
*' is fallen is fallen, and ftiall arife no more." . 

In the laft place. For our encouragement in 
this duty, let us remember, that we ferve aft un- 
changeable God, the rock of ages. We pray 
for the appearance of the arm of the Lord ** as 
«* in ancient days^ in the generations of old," 
when it *' cut Rahab and wounded the dragon." 
Review the hiftory of his condu6l to the church 
and people of Ifrael, how, with a mighty hand 
and out-ftretched arm, he delivered them from 
bondage, and humbled their proud oppreffors. 
And remember how often, in fucceeding ages, he 
has appeared in behalf of his own people, and 
fupported his own caufe when at the very loweft, 
and as it were in an expiring Aate. How low* 
was the intereft of Zion at the reformation, when 
all the kings of the earth ferved the " fcarlct 
** whore,". and "were drunk with the wine of 
** the wrath of her fornication ?" How thick the 
darknefs that overspread the nations, and how uni- 
verfal the dominion of error ? And yet, inoppo-* 
fition to all the cunning of earthly policy, in op^ 
pofuion to all the fury of pcrfecuting cruelty, he 

enabled 
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enabled a few plain men, lovers of the truth, to* 
aiTerty to defend, and to fpread it. 

The moft remartible times of the revival of 
religion, in this part of thcTinited kingdom, im- 
mediately fucceeded times of ibe greateft apoflacy, 
when truth feemed to be fallen in the ftreets, ancf 
equity could not enter. This was the cafe im- 
mediately before the year x6381r Corruption in 
do£lrine, loofenefs in pra&ice, and flaviih fubmif- 
fion in politics, had overfpread the church of 
Scotland. And yet, in a littk time, ihe appeared 
in greater purity, and in greater dignity, than* 
ever flie had done before, or perhaps than ever 
ibe hath done fince that period. In the fame 
manner, immediately before the happy revolu- 
tion, how defperate in appearance was the fitua* 
ation of this church ? When alt the beft, as well 
as many of the noblefl perfons in the nation, were 
chafed as fugitives from their dwellings and coa- 
fidered as unworthy of an abode on earth ! When 
jDany of our worthy anceftors fell in battle, died 
OR a fcaffold, or were murdered in the fields by 
the unrelenting rage of ecclefiaftic tyranny. And 
when worfliipping the Lord God of our fathers, 
according to his own word, was a capital crime!' 
Yet our captivity was brought back, and " we 
** were as men that dreamed," fo unexpefled 
was the mercy. 

Let 
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Let no Chridian therefore give way todefpond» 
ing thoughts. Though infidelity unrefilled fpreads 
its poifon, though profanenefs and enmity to re- 
ligion and fcrioufnefs every where abound, tho* 
there are few to fupport the intereft of truth and 
righteoufnefs, though we have feen a new thing 
on the earth, a minifter of Chrift leaving the pul- 
pit for the ftage, let us not be difcouraged. We 
plead the caufe that fhall finally prevail. Reli- 
gion £hall rife from its ruins ; and its opprefiied 
ilate at prefcnt fhould not only excite us to pray, 
but encourage us to hope for its fpeedy revival. 
While every one is diligent in his own fphcre, 
and in his proper duty, and carneftly pleading 
for the revelation of the arm of the Lord, let us 
recollect his favour and protedlion to the church 
in every time of need, and his faithfiilnefs which 
is to all generations. Let hs fay with the Pial- 
mift, ** Walk about Zion, and go round about 
•• her : tell the towers thereof. Mark ye well 
her bulwarks, confider her palaces ; that ye 
may tell it to the generation following. For 
** this God is our God for ever and ever, he will 
*• be our guide even unto death *." 

* Pf. ilviii. 1%, 13. 14. 
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MlTTH. V, 1 6, 

Let your light fo Jbine before men, that they may 
fee your g§od works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. 



THere are two different divifions frequently 
made of praflical religion. One, into 
our duty to God, and our duty to man. Not 
as though every part of our duty were not to 
be ultimately referred to God, and to be done 
from a regard to his authority enjoining it ; but 
becaufe there are fome duties, of the perform- 
ance of which the Lord our maker, and fome 
of which our neighbour is the immediate objeA, 
Another common divUion is into the hidden and 
the apparent part 5 the inward frame and temper 
of the mind, and the outward life and converfa- 
tion, Thefe two diviftons, though they are near a- 
kin to one another, and often by indiiKmcl. (peak* 
ers in a great meafure confounded, yet ar6 by 
>no means one and the fame ; and when the dif- 
ference is not fufficiently attended to, it is fol- 

O 3 lowed 
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lowed by many bad coniequences. It is unde* 
niable that God is chiefly delighted with troth 
in the inward parts ; yet there are many of the 
duties we owe to God, which ought to have an 
outward expreflion^ which without tt wiil not 
be acceptable to him, but which are greatly ne* 
glebed by thofe who imagine that a good life 
and conver ration implies no more than the per« 
formance of a few of the mod obvious and ne» 
ceHary focia] virtues* 

The truth is, there are few tMngs that (eem 
to be Icfs underftood than the nftture^ extent, and 
obligation of vifible religion. Some lean to one cxr 
treme, and fome to another. Reproaches are mu« 
tually thrown upon one another. Some are blamed 
for too much profeflion ; and they are ready to re- 
tort the charge, and blame tbeif accuftrs \Mi at 
kaft equal jiiflke, for too ihtle, or none at ail. 
]n the mean time, there are too hv9 of any 
fort who have fuch a conduA and cfaarafier as 
really adorns the do6h*ine of their Saviour, and 
ierves for the inilru^on of flnners, or the e<l]fi« 
cation and comfort of chofe who fear G:id, For 
this reafbn, 1 have chofen to infift a little upon 
thefc words of our Saviour to his difciplcs, in his 
excellent fermon on the mount, " Let your 
•** light io (liine before men, that they may fee 
•*' your good works, and glorify your Father 
<< which is in heaven.'' 

' i am fenfible that fome, and particularly one 
commentator of great eminence, underftand 
thefc words as addrefled only, or chiefly, to the 

twelve 
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twelve apoflles ; and that by light is to be un- 
der flood their doftrine, v bich they were to let, 
or to fufFcr to (hine ; freiely to communicate, as 
they had fieely received it. 1 his they prefume 
to have been intended^ in oppofition to the Hea- 
then philofophers and the Jewifti teachers, who 
confined their inttruftions to their fchools, and 
imparted what they efteemed their moft valuable 
difcoveries only to a few feleft difciples. To 
fupport this interpretation, it is alledged, that 
the metaphor of light is conftantly ufed in fcrip- 
ture to fignify knowledge; and that of darknefs, 
ignorance. But though this be the primary 
intention of the metaphor, it is furely fometimes 
cafried on to exprcfs the efFefts of knowledge ; 
and not only walking in the light, (as i John i* 
7.), but (bining. as lights in the world, (as in 
Phil, ii* i5.)> an expreffion alnxoft the iame with 
that in our text, is ufed to fignify hoUnefs of 
life* BefideSy I do not think the above inter- 
pretation can be made, without fome conftraint, 
to agree with> the exprefSon in the hd part of 
the verfe, 'fthat they may fee your good works/' 
1 uoderftand the woids, therefore, as original* 
ly addiefTed to all who then heard our Lord's 
difcourfe, and now to all profefEng Chriflians ; 
and by the expreffion, " Let your light fo (hine 
** before men,* that they may fee your good 
** works ;'' that the holinefs and purity of their 
converfation (hould be vifible and eminSllt ; that 
men, by obferving it, might be conftraincd-^o 

O 4 acknowledge 
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acknou ledge the truth and power of the prin- 
ciples which produced it., and perfuaded to yVeld 
tbemfelves alfo to their govcinment. 

In difcourfing upon ihis fubjeft, what I propofe, 
through divine afllftance, is, i. To illuikate the 
meaning and extent of the exhortation. Let your 
light fa Jbine sefure men, that they may fee 
your gco J works : 2, To illudrate the motives 
with which it b enforced, as they are contained 
in the text, the glory of God, aad the good of 
others : And, in the laQ place, To make fome 
prai5lical improvenient of what may be faid. 

I. In the fird place, then, let us confiJer the 
extent and meaning cf the exhortation, ** Let 
** your light fo ihine before men,, that they may 
" fee your good works." This, in general^ in- 
cludes the whole of viCble religion ; every parr 
ef the duty of a Chriflian, to which his neigh- 
hours are or may be witnefTes. And here it is 
of importance to obferve, that though the in- 
ward temper cf tJ-e mind is not in itfelf and im- 
raediately the objeft of human obferv,^ion ; and 
though there may be, and there is, much hypo- 
ciily In the world j yet every difpofition of the 
heart hath a naturaland genuine expreffion, and 
iioay be mope clearly or more obfcurely difcern-. 
ed by fome outward fymptoms.. There are 
ibercfoic few grcfler miftakes than to fuppofe, 
cither thi^ na conclufious will, or that none 
ought;, 'to be drawn by the world about us, con- 

cerning 
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ccrning our inward diipofitions, from our out* 
ward carriage. So eflablifhed is the connedlion 
between them, that hypocrites are ufually much 
more fuccefsful in deceiving themfelves thail the 
world. On the other hand, tbofe who, from 
a real or pretended fear of the imputation of hy- 
pocrify, put off all outward appearances of de- 
votion^ and abflain from all expreflions of the 
inward exercife of their fouls, will hardly per- 
fuade any impartial perfon, that the hidden 
fource is ftiong and plentiful, when the ftreams 
which (hould iffue from it, are fo eafily conceal* 
ed Ocber natural affeflions of the mind, as 
fbrrow, anger, and joy, do imraediately difcovcr 
themfelves in the countenance and carriage ; and 
though they may be reftraincd and moderated, 
can fcarcely be wholly or long concealed : Why 
then (hould it be otherwife wiih religious af» 
fe£Vions, which arc at leaft as juft in their na- 
ture, and much more noble in their objeft ? I 
am afraid we may fay, with too much truths 
that there is but little real religion in the world 
at prefent ; and yet even that little is ofcen^ in 
a raoft /hameful and cowardly manner, diflcm* 
bled or denied. 

But becaufe the imprefKon of general truths 
is but feldom ftrong or lafting, I (hall add a 
few particular obfervations, for opening the 
meaning and extent of this exhortation. Let 
your light Jhine before men, < And, in the^A^? 
place. If you would make your light to fliine 

O 5 before 
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before the world, foo muft be careful of the 
praAice of (iich dodes as sire moft r€ure and ten* 
common \ and that whether their being fb arifes 
fi'om the difficulty of the duties themfelyes» or 
from the peculiar degeneracy and contrary 
praAice of any particular age cnr pkce. The 
metaphor itfelf will teach you' this. Nothing 
can be faid to Ihine, but that which throws out 
a diftinguifhed luftre, in companion of other 
objefb. Thofe who are but as other men, and 
do'no way excel the world about them, cannot 
poffibly bring any honour to their profei&on, or 
be properly faid to make their light to ihine^ 
Thus our Sayiour argues, in recommending a 
very rare and eminent virtue *, *• But I fay un- 
" to you, Love your encRiies, blefs them that 
" curfe you, do good to them that hate you, 
•• and pray for them which defpitefully ufc you^ 
and perfecute you.— For if ye love them that 
love you, what reward have ye ? do not 
•* even the publicans the fame T And if ye fa- 
*• lute your brethren only, what do ye more 
** than others ? " 

I obfervcd, in entering upon this particular^ 
that the practice of fome duties may be uncom*^ 
men, either from the difficulty of the duties 
ihemfelves, or the peculiar degeneracy of any 
particular age or placc^ The firft of thcfe hap^ 
pens in all thofe cafes in which the law of God; 

* Matib. ▼• 44. 4^. 47. 

from 
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£roxn its purity and ipirituality, is moft imme- 
diately contrary to the bent of carnal affedUon* 
For though it be true in general, as the apoftle 
Paul tells us *, that ^' the carnal mind is enmi- 
** ty againft God ; for it is not fubjeft to the law 
** of God ; neither indeed can be;" yet this en- 
mity is much ftronger in fome cafes than in others. 
Some of thofe gracious difpofitions which fhone 
in the man Chrift Jefus when he dwelt among 
us, full of gi'ace and truth, and which he fo ar- 
dently recommends, fuch as, contempt of the 
world, and heavenlinefs of mind, meeknefs» 
humility, the forgiveneis of injuries, and the 
love of our enemies, are much more oppofite 
to the tendency of corrupt nature than fome o- 
ther parts of the moral law. Or, to fpeak more 
properly, it is only by an obedience to ihe will 
of God, carried to this degree, and manifeftly 
flowing from fuch principles, and fuch an inward 
temper, that we can make our Ught to fhine ia 
the view of an obferving worlds 

I took notice alfo,. that whether any duty be 
difficult or eafy in itfelf, if it is neglected, or 
brought into contempt, by the peculiar degene* 
racy of any age or place, he who would make 
his light to fhine before men, mud, with bold- 
nefs and refolution, wkh ftedfaftnefs and con- 
ftancy, adhere to the praftice of it. If in any 
place, or in any age, the very outward attend- 

* Rom. viii. 7* 

O 6 ance 



290 The nature and ex^eot of vifible religion. 

ance upon the ordinances of Chrift's inftkution 
is made light of, or defpifed, by many of every 
rank ; if the name of God is profaned and a- 
bufcd by unholy convcrfation ; it is then the 
duty of every real fervant of God, publicly to 
manifeft his efteem and love for divine ordi- 
nances, and to maintain the higheft reverence 
for the holy name of God in his difcourfe and 
language. And, if I am not mif^aken, the ve« 
ry meaning of making our light to fhine before 
men, is, to be doubly watchful in all fuch caies» 
not only on our own account, but alfo on ac- 
count of others ; or, as our Saviour cxprefles it, 
that they may fee our good works : for in- 
ftance, not only to efteem the inftitutions of 
Chrift in the gofpel, for their tendency to pro- 
mote our fandlification and comfort, but even 
when thefe purpofes might be at leaft as well 
obtaiQcd in another way, at particular times ^ 
yet to attend carefully upon public ordinances^ 
that we may contribute pur part to pieferve the 
rcfpeft that is due to them : or, in the other 
cafe fuppofed, when profane fwearing is com- 
mon and prevalent, to difcover the deeper re- 
verence for the holy name of God, and ufe the 
utraoft caution in the whole of our converfa* 
tiop> to avoid every doubtful cxpreffion, or any 
thing that may have a tendency to infnare the 
unwary, or confirm the wicked in an evil courfe^ 
you will probably conclude, that my mentibn- 
ing thefc two inftances arifes from a perfuaCon 

that 
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that tbefe (ins prevail remarkably among us 
in the prefent age, and your concluiQon is jufl. I 
fiiall add one more to them, viz. voluptuouf- 
nefs ; either excef&ve fenfuality and intemper- 
ance, or at lea (I a pleaflng of the fle(h, with a 
total negleA of mortification and felf-denial. And 
be a/Tured, niy brethren, you are particularly 
called upon, by the exhortation in the text, in 
thefe and every other inftance of the like kind, 
not to lofe your horror of fin by the frequency 
of it, but, according to the exhortation of the 
apoflle Paul *, to be *' blamelcfs and harmlefs, 
** the fons of God, without rebuke, in the midft 
'* of a crooked and perverfe nation, among 
" whom ye fhine as lights in the world." . 

In the 2 J place, In order to make your light 
(hine before men, you muft aft an unexcep- 
tionable part in all fuch cafes as your conduft 
falls mod immediaielyi and mod futfyy under the 
oh/ervathn of others. I have faid above, that 
the exhortation, in its full extent, includes the 
whole of vifible religion. But there are fome 
cafes in which our conduft is comparatively 
raore vifible than in others, and more imme- 
diately fubjefted to the examination of the 
woild. As there are fome places more confpi- 
cuous and expofcd to public view than others, 
fo are there alfo fome perfons in the whole of 
their deportment, and fome aftions of the fame 

♦ Phil. ii. IS* 

perfons^ 
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pcf foils. It is the lad of theie that chiefly relates 
tQ my prefent fubjeA. Are you not fenfible, 
tbeiH that in thole a£lions which fall moft im- 
mediately under the obfervation of others, the 
greateft caution and circuoifpeflion is neceflary f 
It is from thefe that the judgement of men is 
chiefly formed of profeffing Chriftians, and the 
charaAer fixed which they mutt bear in the 
wojid. With refped to other anions, men pro* 
ciecd more upon conjeAure, and therefore will 
not, even themfelves, lay ib much flrefs upoo 
their obfervations ; but in fuch a^ are wholly 
fubjedted to their view, their conclufions are 
peremptory. If you aflt, what are chofe ac- 
tions that fall mod immediately under the obfer« 
vation of others ? I anfwer, they are many* 
Moft of thofe of which our neighbour is the 
objefl ; particularly all relative duties, and alfo 
the government of the tongue. Although thofe 
who are converfant with you, may make 
(hrewd guefles, by what they fee in your out- 
ward deportment, whether you are conftant in 
fecret devotion, or ierious and fervent in public, 
they muft ftill labour under much uncertainty. 
But a neighbour will quickty and certainly know, 
whether you are friendly or felfiih, frow^rd or 
peaceable; awifemufl know, whether /he hath 
an afle^onate huiband, and a hufband whether 
be bath a dutiful wife i a fervant muft know, 
whether he is under a reafonable and gentle, or 
a capricious and cruel matter; and a mafter, 

whether 
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^^yhether be hath a fubmiffive and diligenCi or aa 

idle and flothful fervant. The fame thing hddfr 

v^ith refpeA to every other relation. And as to 

the government of the tongue, the world muft 

Icnow whether your conver&tion is pure and in* 

offeofive at all times, and profitable, as oppor* 

tunities prefent themfelves ; or if it is frothy, uiw 

profitable and vain, rafb^ peevr(h| paffipnate^ 

unchafte, or cenforious. As therefore^ tn the 

language of our Saviour, a city that is (ct on an 

hill cannot be hid ; fo a Chrifiian, in thefe cafes^ 

cannot be concealedt And I hope I may be al* 

lowed to fay, without being thought to put the 

Ihadow of religion for the iubAance, or prefer* 

ing the form to the fpirit, that he ought, in alt 

luch cafes, to be particularly watchful that no-^ 

thing may efcape him, which may, in its confe* 

quences, tend to the dishonour of God, or the 

ruin of the fouls of men* 

In the ^d place. In order to make your light 
to Chine before men, you muft be catefnl in the 
diicharge of fucb duties as are moft acceptable 
to others* It is felf-evident, thai if there are 
fome of the duties which we owe to our neigb* 
hours more acceptable to them than others, no- 
thing will n>ore recommend religion to their e* 
fieem, which is the defign of a Ihioing conver-^ 
fation, than the faithful discharge of fuch duties.. 
Now, that there are (bme duties more accept-^ 
ilb\t to biankind than others, is very evident ;: 
and none will call it in ijueftion, who reflect up- 
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on the diSkrent reception given to thofe duciea 
which promote mens temporal intereft, and 
thofe which reftrain or punidi their crimes. 
The one dafs of thefe procures the love and e- 
fteem of all without exception, whether good 
or bad ; the other often provokes the refentment 
and inflames the paffions of the vicious, who 
make fo great a part of the world RefleA al- 
fo what a different reception is ufually given to 
a covetous hard heai ted oppre/Tory or to a fraur 
dulent unjuft man, on the one hand ; and to a 
profane fwearer, a drunkard, or defpifer of re- 
ligion, on the other. The firft is hated and fled 
from by all ; the laft is freely carefled by many, 
and indeed often by thofe from whofe profcf- 
fjon a more equal and impartial deteftation of 
vice and wickednefs might have been expeded» 
This is eafily to be accounted for, if we confi* 
der that woildly interefi is the idol of by far the 
greatcfl part of men, and that there is too ftrong ' 
a bias to it in the very beflr. 

From this it is plain, that he who woufd make 
his light to fhine before others, muft be ex- 
tremely careful of fuch duties as are rooft ac- 
ceptable to them, particularly juftice and inte- 
grity in all bis dealings; and fuch juftice as, if 
poffible, may be beyond difpute, and to the 
convif>ion of all. There was a very great beau- 
ty and dignity in the language of Samuel to the 
children of Ifracl, when he was able to appeal 
to themfelves, as to the unblameablccefs of his 

conduf): 
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condufl among them in a public flation : ** ♦Be- 
" hold, here I am, witnefs againft oie before the 
** Lord, and before his anointed : ^vhafe ox 
** have I taken? or whofe afs have I taken ? or 
" whom have I defrauded? whom have I op' 
«* prefled ? or of whofc hand have 1 received a- 
" ny bribe to blind mine eyes therewith ? and 
«' 1 will refiore it unto you. And they (aid^ 
** Thou haft not defrauded us, nor opprefTed us, 
** jieithcr haft thou taken ought of any man's 
'* hand." Mercy and charity alfo to thofe itk 
diftrefs is univerfaily acceptable : this is ftill 
more acceptable to mankind in general than ju- 
ftice alone. The reafon is, they think they 
have a claim to juftice, and, in many cafes, cat> 
obtain it by compulfion^ when it is not willingly 
given them. Befides, that worldly wifdom may 
eadly be conceived the principle of juft dealings, 
through fear of a difcovery, and its confequen'* 
ces : but charity and compaifian to the neceSi- 
ties of others, is looked upon as the free uncon- 
ftrained exertion of good difpofitions. The a-* 
poftle Paul fuppofes a difference in the eftima- 
tion of the world, between a merely righteous 
or juft m^n, and ^ good or merciful man, when 
he fays f , '* for fcarcely for a rightep^is m^pl 
^* will one die •' yet peradv^ntur^ for ^ good mai^ 
<^ fome would even dare to die**' 

Tbe fame felfifti bi^s in men to their worldly 

* \ §-ni, xii. 3. t Ronv v. 7. 

int^r^ft 
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intereft \vill indeed fometimes carry them fo far^ 
as to make them exceffiveand unreafonabie in their 
expeAations« The world (eems not only to ex- 
pc&, that thofe who profefs to fear God (hould 
be juft and upright in their dealings, merciful 
and charitable to proper objeAs ; but that they 
(hould be at all times ready to yield up their 
own rights to the extravagant demands of 
worldly men, and give fuch evidences of lelf- 
denial, as are neither confiftent with wifdom nor 
with piety« Thefe exceffive expeitetions of the 
world, which it is found by experience impoffi- 
ble to gratify, are too ape to make Come, in 
peeviflinefs and difpleafiire, throw up all hopes 
of, or endeavours after, avoiding its reproaches. 
This is to difobey God, becaufe k is iropoffible 
perfeAly to plcafe meiv,^he more ready they 
are to take offence without reafon, the more 
watchful ottght the confcientious CbrMiao to be, 
that he may give no juft ground for it. And 
undoubtedly the private examplci or the public 
endeavours of any pcrfon for reformation, bid 
much fairer for fuccefs, when his condu£b is 
inch in the particulars above mentioned, as the 
world in general muft confefs to be amiable and 
excellent. 

I fhall only add one confideration more to 
fliew the necefCty or propriety of (hining in fuch 
duties as are mod acceptab'e to others. It is, 
that ufually the loofe or profane part of the 
world, iti order to prevent or wipe off in fbme 

meafure 
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meafare the reproach which their condu A, in o« 
ther inftances, brings upon them, pretend to 
glory in the juftncfs of their dealings, their ge- 
nerodty and charity ; and this often not with* 
CDt infinaations, that thofe who appear to be 
religious^ are not fo ftri£i in point of moral ho- 
nefty. It is therefore incumbent on every fer» 
▼ant of God to make his praftice a continual and 
viflbk refutation of this calumny ; and to fliew> 
that none can> to fuch perfeAion, difcharge any 
moral duty whatever, as thofe who are renew* 
cd in the fpirit of their mind$, and having the 
love of God filed abroad in their hearts, muft 
of confequence love their brethren alfo* 

Id the 4th and lail place, If you would make 
your light (hine before men, you mufi be iWU 
gent in the praAice of fuch duties as are taoft 
|>rofitable to others. It will not be difficult to 
determine, what are the duties mod profitable 
to others, if we only confider what has the mod 
tnnmediate tendency to promote their fpiritnal 
and eternal intereft. Of this kind, there are 
many incumbent on perfons of every flation, and 
in every (ituatton of life ; though the obligation 
of them h little thought of, for the moft pait, 
and the practice generally negle^ed : fuch as, 
private and perfonal inflrudtion, tender and af- 
fef^ionate eounfel, faithful admonition and re- 
proof. Every one of us knows the persons to 
whom his influence extends, when any fcheme 
. for his worldly interefl: ^nd aclvancenr.ent, or 

that 
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that of bis friends, or the power and credit of 
his party, is at (lake ; but few think of ufing 
the feme intercft for the glory of God, and the 
falvation oF deluded (inners. 

Of this kind are all the duties of fuperiors to 
their inferiors ; as parents and heads of families, 
teachers of youth, minifters of the gofpel, ma- 
giftrates and rulers. Thefe every one, in their 
feveral capacities, are obliged, either more direct- 
ly, or by confequence, to promote the evcr- 
lafting intereft of thofe who are under them ; and 
nothing will make their light more to (hine, no* 
thing will contribute more to adorn and illuftrate 
their Chriflian character, than a faithful, zealous, 
and diligent difcharge of the duties of thefe fia- 
tions. 

Perhaps it may be thought, that the reaibn« 
ing on the former particular is contrary to this ; 
and that if thefe duties which are acceptable to 
others make a Chriflian's converfation to fiiine, the 
pra^ice of fuch as men are averfe from fub- 
mitting to, muft have an oppofice efieA« But 
this is far from being the cafe : for though fome 
fins are contrary to ot4ier fins, religion is con- 
fiflent throughout ; and every part of it, inflead 
of obfcuring, throws a luftre • upon another. 
This will eafily appear, if you conCder, that 
however unwilling men are to be inftruAed in 
their duty, or retrained and limited from their 
irregular indulgence ; fo foon as the endeavours 
ufcd for that purpofe arc fuccefsful, they wilf, 

with 
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with the higheft thankfulnefs^ acknowledge the 
care beftowed upon them. Though a child may» 
at &cttf and for {ome time, be impatient of the 
father's authority ; if it is attended with fuccefs, 
he will ever afterwards reckon it one of the 
greateft bleflings of his life ; and the memory of 
iiich a parent will be infinitely more dear, than 
of one who has fliown the moft partial and in« 
dulgent fondnefs. 

Further^ fuch duties, though they may be 
harfli and unplealant to tho(e who are the imme- 
diate ofajeds of them ; yet as they are unque* 
ftionably good and ufeful in themielves, they 
muft command the efteem and approbation of e* 
very impartial obferver. It is indeed by this 
means alone, or chiefly, that the public honour 
and credit of religion is preferved, amongft fo 
great a majority who are enemies to it in their 
hearts. What they would hate and refifl, or per* 
haps revile, in their own cafe ; when others are 
concerned, confcience conftrains them to bear a 
clear and (Irong teftimony in its favour. Nay, 
act only fo, but the moft wicked and profligate, 
though they hate religion and righteoufnefs in it- 
felf ; yet are they fufficiently fenlible of the coa^ 
neflion between a religious profeffion and its pro- 
per fruits, and fufficiently ,apt to reproach tho(e 
in whom they obferve the deficiency ; and that 
in fuch cafes as the performance would be pain- 
ful, and not acceptable to themfelves. Thus a 
child of a flothful parent, a fubjeA of an unfaith- 
ful 
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&1 magiftratet if their profeffion is fueh as to 
Qiake the oegled fcandalous, fliall defpife them 
in their hearts, and fometimes go (b £u* as to re- 
proach them by thdr words, even vrbere theic 
own eafe and fecurity is wholly owing to that ve- 
ly criminal indulgence. From all which it evi- 
dently appears, that a confeientious difcharge of 
fnch duties as are mod ufeful. and profitable to 
others, is highly proper to aiake our light to 
fliine before men* 

l4UQa fenfible, my brethren, that dieie clafles 
into which I havt divided our public and vifible 
duties, viz. fuch as are mod rare and uncom* 
mon, fijch as are moft fubjeifl to the ob&rvation 
of others, foch as are moft acceptable, and 
fiich a» are moft profitable to them, are not k 
entirely dilUo(l one fcom another, but that there 
are many parts of the duty of a Chriftian, which 
fall under mote than one of tbeTe divifions, and 
Ibme that may perhaps &U under them all ; yefi 
I have mentioned them (eparately, becaule each 
of them hath fome duties which do peculiarly^ 
or at leaft eminently beloi^ to itfelf : and as e« 
Tery one of them contributes to fliew hs die e&« 
tent of our duty upon the whole, fo they^, at 
the fame toe, ferve to (eft the obligarions to ii 
in a finking Ught» 

JL I proceed now to the fecpnd thing pcopop 
&d, which was, briefly to ilbiftrate the two mo* 
tlvea added in the text tQ^ ea£»ce (be exboru- 

tion; 
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tion ; and thefe are^ the glory of God, and the 
good of dtbers, 

I . The glory of God. The glory of God is 

the fupreme and bigheft aim of every real Chiv 

fliaa, to which every other defign is fubordmate 

and fublervient. I am not ignorant, that pro* 

fane and worldly men are apt to deride this Ian* 

guage, of the glory of God being the bigheft 

aim of a Chriftian. It is not however the Ie(s 

agreeable to truth, that it is contrary to the (pi- 

rit of the world : ^ * For the natural man recei- 

^'veth not the things of the Spirit of God : for 

^* they are foolifimefs unto him; neither can he 

** know tbera, becaufe they are (piritually diC- 

'< cerned/' It might be Efficient to fu|^ort this 

manner of ^eakmg, to fzy, it is agreeable to the 

word of God^ which is a much furer teft of 

truth, than any maxims eAabliHied by human 

wifilom. But for filencing gainfayers in fome 

meafiire, though their conviction (without a 

change of heart) cannot be hoped fbr^ I would 

obierve, that it is the chara£ler of aChriftian- to 

love God above all : and is it not a natural confe* 

quence of fupreme love, to be jealous of the honour 

and zealous in the intereft and caufe of the ob- 

jeA of our efteem i Kesi Ipve cannot, even in 

imagination^ he leparated from this its natural 

effeA and expreffion. 

Now^ if this is once admitted, there is no way^in 

* I Cor. lu 14*' 

which 
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which we can fo well, or rather there is no way id 
which we can at all pronnbte the glory of God, but 
i>y t holy and unblameable cooyerfarion. As 
the works of creation are faid to fhew forth his 
glory, becaafe they point out his natural per- 
feftions exerted in their formation ; fo his rea- 
fonable creatures glorify him, when his image, 
or fome refemblance of his moral excellence, 
and this as his own workmanship^ is difcerned 
upon their hearts. 

It is no doubt, in one view, difficult for us to 
conceive how the glory of God, who is perfeA 
and unchangeable, (hould at all depend upon our 
conduct; yet as this is the light in which he 
hath repreicnted it to us himfelf, fo it is necef- 
(arily felt in this manner by every one of his fer* 
vants. Indeed we fee, that the unholinefs or 
the unguarded conduA of thofe who profefs to 
ferve God, and (land in an apparent relation to 
him, has the greateft tendency to difhonour him, 
as far as that expreflion hath any meaning or pro- 
priety in it. The ftate of the world may eafily 
convince us of this ; fcir as no argument has 
been oftener ufed againft the gofpel, fo none e- 
ver gave it a deeper wound, than the wicked 
lives of its profeflbrs. _ As many, therefore, as 
have any regard to the glory of God, or the ho- 
nour of the Redeemers name, muft carefully 
endeavour to make their light (hine before men, 
*' that they may fee their good works, and glo- 
** rify their Father which is in heaven.*' 

a. The 
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2, The other obligation Contained in the text, 
to an iifefol or (hining convcrfation, is the good 
of others. As fome degree of love to mankind 
is naturally implanted in every hearty and as love 
to others is the fecond commandment of the law, 
and a neceflary effeft of the love of God ; fo it 
is impoffible but this love, ifitbereal, mi\[\, in 
every believer, evidence itfelf in a deep concern 
for, and confcientious endeavour after, the fal- 
vation of others. Whomfoever we love, we 
naturally exprefs this love, by endeavouring to 
avert from them thofe ills which we moft ftar, 
and to procure for them thofe advantages which 
to ourfelves appear moft valuable : and there- 
fore, the looking .upon finners with indifference, 
and not ufing the means in our power for their 
recovery and falvation, is the moftunqueftion- 
able evidepce, either of our bot believing the 
important truths of religion, or being altogether 
void of good-will to our fellow-creatures, or ra- 
ther of both ; becaufe they are efTential branches 
of the fame character. A parent who fliould pro* 
fefs, from his own experience, to have the 
greateft apprehenfions of the danger of a certain 
praftice, and yet /hould freely fuffer or encourage 
his children in the fame praftice, would give good 
groimd to Judge, either that his fears were whol- 
ly aflPfeflfed, or that he was altogether deftitute of 
love to his children, of concern for their wel- 
fare. 

Now, how can any man more efFcftually pro- 
mote the real, that is, the everlalling-intereft cf 
Vol. I. P others 
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others about bina, than by a (hining example of 
piety and ufcfulnefs of converlation i A blaise- 
lefs life, fucb as becometb the gofpel, is a more 
efiefhial reprimand to vice, aCid a more invitiog 
argument to the praflice of religioni than the 
bed of reafoning. Reafon and argument, to pat* 
tern and example, is but as an uninformed pic- 
tore to a living man. The moft part of maa« 
kind are belt inftruAed by their (enfes, and are 
both unwilling to attend to, and incapable of per- 
ceiving the force of fpeculative reafoning ; but a 
good life anfwering to what their own confcien- 
ces declare to be right, is a fenfible repreienta** 
tion that never fails to make an impreffion, both 
on the memory and heart. As the tmpref&on 
on the wax is more diicernible than the engra- 
ving on the feal, though this lad be juft and per- 
fe£l| whereas many accidents may render the 
imprefled image faulty and defective ; fo though 
a juft and complete view of the doffaine of Cbrift 
is only to be had from the fcriptures of truth, 
yetihegeDcraliniegrityand uprightnefsofa good 
man is more legible to the bulk of mankind ; 
and being die charaAer of a man originally of 
like paffions with themfelves, engage^ them to 
imitate it. From all this I conclude, that the 
love of Gody and the love of our neighbour, joints 
ly concur in laying the ftrongeft obligation upon 
every Chriftian to make bis light /hine before 
men* 

111. I proceed now, in the lad place, to make 

ibme 
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fbme practical improvement of what has beer» 
faid. And, 

ly?. From what has been (aid, you may fee in 
what refpeft alone k is our duty to aim at the 
approbation of others, and from what principIe^ 
it ought to flow. We are bound fo to order our 
outward converfation, as that it may, on the one 
hand, contribute nothing to the corruption of o- 
tbers, but rather that they may be invited to tha 
practice, and perfuaded of the excellence and a* 
miablenefs of true religion. There is no cha« 
rafter againft which our Saviour pronounces a 
leverer doom, than that of being religious that 
we may be feen^ of men ; that is to fay, when 
the view is only to procure their applaufe to our 
own charaAer as a gratification of vanity. Such 
perfons have their reward. But when the deHgn 
k, to watch that th« name of God be not blaf- 
phemed on our account, to bear much fruit that 
God may be glorified, there are few things more 
uieful and important. For this reafon, the 
friends of religion owe 00 thanks to thofe who 
glory in a contempt of what others think or (ay of 
ihem, who are at no pains to avoid the appear- 
ance of evil, but freely indulge themfelves in 
whatever they can, with any plaufibility, allcdge 
to be lawful in itfelf. They may cry out, as 
much as they will, againft the uncharitableneft 
and cenlbriou&efs of the world ; but they them* 
ielves are aAing in downright contradiflion to 
the exhortation in our text, and neither (how 
regard to the will of God, nor compafiion to the 

P 2 fouls 
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fouls of men. In oppofltion to this, the Chriftian 
who would make his light to fhine, in obedience 
to his maker's command, muft ufe the utmoft 
tendcrncfs and circurofpeftion, not left his own^ 
reputation (hould be wounded, but led reli- 
gion (hould fufTer through his unguarded con* 
du6t. Such an one hath this advantage, that 
though perfeiftly to pleafc a capricious world is 
impoffible, he may yet obtain mercy of God ta 
be faithful ; and though there is a wo to the 
world bccaufe of offences, he may efcape the wo 
cf that man by whom the offence cometh. 

In the 2(1 place. What bath been laid upon 
this fubj£6l ferves to reprove the (19^ and £hew 
the darger, of all thofe who are notorioufly defr 
cient in the pra^lice of the duty recommended 
in the text* Indeed you may fee from the ex- 
tent of it, that it affords ground of humiliation 
for all without exception ; and, like every other 
precept of the pure and holy law df God^ fhews 
plainly, that a perfeft righteoufnefs is not to be 
found in ourfelves ; and that, for our final ac- 
ceptance, we muft be indebted to the free grace 
of God, through the redemption that is in Chrift 
Jefus, But, in a particular manner, this reproof 
is direfted to two forts of perfons. 

I . Thofe who are wholly unprofitable to others, 
and alcogether infenfible of their obligation to 
profit them. .* There are n6t a few in the world, 
who openly juflify themfelves, and extenuate 
their fins by this pretence, that they do no harm 
to others ; that, if they do evil, none fuffer 

but 
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|mt tbcmfelves. This is the ufual pretence of 

diflblute livers, who are plunged in fenfuality. 

Let fuch confider their entire neglef): of the 

command of our Saviour in, the text ; let them 

confider their obligations to ierve God, and the 

account they muft render to htm. Let me fupr 

pole any . of you had a fervant who (bould alto« 

getber neglect your bufinefs, an4 npon your 

reproving him, (bould make this excufe, I have 

done ho hairo^ I have put nothing out of order, 

I have not hindered the other fervants in their 

work; how would you be fatisfied? or rather 

with what indignation would you receive the 

fliamelefs pretence? Let this then convince 

you of the jufticeof the fentence that (hall at laft 

be pronounced by our Supreme Mader upon all 

fuch : ** • Caft ye the unprofitable fervan^ into 

** utter darknefs, where there (hall be weeping; 

'' and wailing, and gnafhing of teeth/' But the 

the worft of it is, this excufe, weak as it is, is 

not true; for all thofe who. are not profitable,. 

muft be hurtful to others. Drunkards, fwear- 

ers, profane and lafcivious jcfiers, and the whole 

tribe of thofe who pretend to do harm to none^ 

but themfelves, pollute and corrupr, by their 

example and influence, all that come within their 

reach: Co thaC| for the hazard' of infeAion, 

thieves and robbers are lefs dangerous c^^mpa*- 

nions. 

- But| 2. This reproof ought to be dire£led to 
(uch as are further chargeable with the aAual. 
guilt of feducing others* How many are there 

* Matth, XX7. 30, 

P 3 who^. 
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who, by the contrary methods of flattering in* 
(inuations, or deridon and infuir, as they expeA 
from the dlfpofition of the perfons the one or the 
other will be moft fuccefsfu), endeavour to ba- 
ni(h a fenfe of religion from the minds of others^ 
and gradually to involve them in Hn and guilt ^ 
This is the immediate tendency of all that con* 
verfation, which, with a malicious pleafure, en- 
larges upon the real or fuppofed mifcarriages of 
the people of God, and charges every profeflion 
of religion with hypocrify. How aggravated is 
the guilt of atl fuch, and how dreadful will be the 
puni(hmeDt ! They are eminent and faithful a- 
gents for the devil. The works of their father 
they do, and his reward they fhall /hare. As 
the union and mutual love of the faints in hea- 
ven will increafe the happinefs of every particu* 
lar member of that blefled fociety ; fo we muft 
ipppofe, that the mutual reproaches of the 
iiaiTined and mtferable fpirits in hell, accufmg 
each other as the authors of their deflru^lion, 
uiil greatly Iharpcn their anguifli. The fear of 
this feems to have alarmed the rich man, even 
in torments, left his brethren (hould come to the 
fame place. What muft a child, for example, 
ruined by the negleft of reftraint, or pernicious 
example of a parent, think of or fay to the au- 
thor of his mifery ? Oh I unmerciful monfter, 
end not a parent, who, inftead of correfting, 
fported with or encouraged the fiift inftances 
of impiety; who taught, me, by example, to 
profane my creator's name, and to negle6l his 
iervice ; and who, though an^bitious of making 

me 
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me ricb and great for a few days in a tranfitory 
\^orId, haft contributed to bring me to, and fix 
me for ever in this place of torment ! Take 
warning then, 1 befecch you, all of every rank, 
and iacreafe hot your owa condemnation oy the 
guilt of reducing others* 

In the 3/ place, What hath been faid upoir 
this fubjeA will enable you to try the purity and 
fincerity of your outward converfation. An in- 
quiry here is of the more confequence, that we 
are in great danger of deceivingourfelves, becaufe 
both a truly ferious and a worldly motive may- 
lead to many of the fame outward adlions. For 
this purpofe let me a(k you, whether it is the* 
glory of God, and the good of others, that 
makes you watchful of your conduct ; or a ten- 
dernefs of your own reputation ? This may be, 
in a good meafure, difcerned* by the faithful 
fearch and trial of your own hearts; and parti, 
cularly by obferving, whether the injuries and 
reproaches of wicked men excite in you a great- 
er refentment of the offence, or compafGon for 
their folly. Again, I would afk you, whether 
you are equally confcientious in fuch duties as 
may be painful and troublefome, and may ex- 
pofe you ta the reproaches and infults of the 
ungodly, as in thofe that immediately tend to 
your outward honour and credit ? I have (hown 
above, that it is neceflary to make your light to 
fhine, by the firft as well as the laft. Is then 
your concern equal and impartial to fulfil the 
duties of your ftation, whatever they are, whether 
agreeable or mortifying to the flefb ; or are you 

moft 
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n^oft careful when you wUl reap the greateft pre« 
(cnt reward ? By examining into tbefe particu- 
hit, yoQ may be enabled to judge of the purity 
of your intentions. i 

In the loft place. Suffer me to improve thia 
fnbjefl, by an earned exhortation to all who 
now hear me, to the praAice of the duty recona^ 
mended in the text, to ** make your light fhine 
^ « before, men, that they may fee your gpod 
'* works, and glorify your Father who is in hea- 
** ven.'' That this may be the more di(tinA and 
effeAiial, I (hall addrefs it to three different dafles. 

V^> To thofe vho are the profefled advocates 
of good works. Every one who hath any ex« 
perience of, or commerce with the world, muft 
know, that there is a fet of men who profe/s to 
love and efteem thofe diicouries only that teach 
and recommend good works; and that in order 
to ftate a diffm^on where there ought to be 
none, between the truths of the glorious go« 
^1, and the doflrines of morality. I intreat afl 
of you to confidcr what hath been faid of the 
great extent of vifible religion, and it will have 
a greater tendency to humble you, and excite 
you to feek the fanftifying grace of God as the 
iburce of true holinefs, than to glory in the ex- 
cellence or perfeAion of your moral charaAer. 
Take heed alfo, that you fall not into the fliame- 
ful inconfiftency too common in the world, of 
being the ftrongeft pleaders for moral preaching, 
and the leaft tender of moral praftice. What a 
ihame and fcandal is it, and how pitiful in the 
^yes of thofe who underftand what true and un- 

defiled 
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